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A victim of assault in 
Deep Ellum charged with 
felony criminal mischief 
sparks controversy.

The night of March 21, 
a woman was beaten in a 
parking lot at the corner 
of Elm and Crowdus Street 
in Deep Ellum. The victim, 
L’Daijohnique Lee, told 
police she had turned into 
the parking lot and had 
blocked in a driver, Austin 
Shuffield, as he was trying 
to exit. Shuffield exited his 
car to confront Lee and 
ask her to move, which 
lead to a heated argument. 
Witnesses claim that dur-
ing the argument Shuff-
ield pulled a gun out and 
held it behind his back. He 
then hit Lee’s cell phone 
out of her hand as she at-
tempted to call police, and 
Lee responded by punch-
ing Shuffield. In response, 
Shuffield took a boxer’s 
stance and punched Lee 
in the jaw, followed up by 
four more blows to the 
face and head. While Lee 
was on the ground holding 
her head, Shuffield kicked 
the cell phone away from 
Lee. The entire dispute 
was caught on video by 
bystanders. 

Shuffield was initially 
charged with public intoxi-
cation, interference with 
an emergency call and as-
sault, all of which are class 
A misdemeanors. Later, 
Shuffield was charged 
with an additional warrant 
for unlawfully carrying 
and aggravated assault. 
Community members are 
questioning why it took 
so long for Shuffield to be 
charged correctly. Dallas 
Police Chief Reneé Hall told 
CBS news, “The media and 
the community needs to 

understand this is a three-
step process: initial arrest, 
investigation by our unit, 
then taking those facts 
and turning them over to 
the DA. We don’t get to 
skip those steps just be-
cause someone wants us 
to.” 

April 2, Lee was also 
charged with felony crimi-
nal mischief for causing 
more than $3,000 worth 
of damage to Shuffield’s 
vehicle. Lee has admitted 
to the damage. 

Lee’s attorney Lee Mer-
ritt posted on Twitter 
about the charges, “A 
black woman alone in a 
dark parking lot is stalked, 
harassed and assaulted by 
a white male. He brandish-
es a gun, knocked away 
her phone when she tries 
to call for help, then beats 
her mercilessly with blows 
to the head. DPD just 
found a way to charge HER 

with a felony.” As of April 
3, the charges against Lee 
have been dropped. 

“We understand that 
some people are upset,” 
Deputy Chief Thomas 
Castro said. WFAA has 
said, “The case has drawn 
widespread attention 
since a video was posted 
on Facebook of Lee being 
punched repeatedly.” 

While the video spreads, 
controversy continues to 
rise. Local activist and 
founder of the Next Gen-
eration Action Network, 
Dominique Alexander, 
went on Twitter to speak 
out about the upcoming 
protests.

“Dallas Police always 
find a way to make a vic-
tim the suspect,” Alexan-
der said. “I know that the 
community will be out-
raged, and the community 
will protest.”

Parking dispute leads to
 felony charges

By LACEY CUTBURTH

Staff, faculty and stu-
dents at Texas Woman’s 
University might be get-
ting a new option for 
commuting to the Denton 
campus – eventually.

Denton County Trans-
portation Authority offi-
cials are considering ex-
panding the A-train route 
for Highland Village and 
Lewisville residents, in-
cluding a possible north-
bound extension to both 
TWU and US 380, accord-
ing to Community Impact. 
The 21-mile A-train track, 
which currently runs from 
Downtown Denton to 
Lewisville and connects to 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit’s 
Green Line, will also be ex-
panded south to connect 
to DART’s Cotton Belt 
line. 

DCTA officials hope the 
expansions will help allevi-
ate road congestion and 
prepare North Texas for 
expected growth. 

“[The board] has to look 
out decades from where 
we are now and plan,” 
DCTA board member Di-
anne Costa told Communi-
ty Impact. “And we realize 
now that Collin County and 
Denton County are going 
to significantly grow, and 
we are going to need to 

find a way for all of those 
people to get around.”

Though plans are still 
in the preliminary stages, 
TWU administrators said 
they are open to working 
with DTCA. 

“TWU is very interested 
in collaborating with DCTA 
today and in our future,” 
Monica Mendez-Grant, 
vice president for Student 
Life, said. “All the discus-
sions have been very pre-
liminary, but the locations 
have generally included a 
DCTA stop on the north-
east side of the campus.”

Administrators say ex-
panding the A-train to 
campus could be benefi-
cial for several reasons. 

“I think any expansion 
that is close to TWU would 
be a tremendous asset to 
the campus,” Grant said. 
“It would allow faculty, 
staff and students to have 
another option in terms 
of transportation to and 
from the campus.”

Jessica Burchfield, assis-
tant director of Commuter 
& Distance Education Stu-
dent Services, said she 
feels the expansion could 
help mitigate transporta-
tion barriers for commuter 
students.

“I believe it’s safe to say 
that we have a good num-

ber of commuter students 
who struggle with trans-
portation, whether it be 
access to transportation 
or costs of fuel and vehi-
cle maintenance,” Burch-
field said. “Having an ex-
pansion to DCTA offerings 
could potentially alleviate 
some of this struggle.”

While some TWU com-
munity members might 
have concerns that the 
creation of an A-train plat-
form could extend con-
struction, Mendez-Grant 
said the university does 
not anticipate it would 
create any major barriers 
to navigating the campus. 

“It is our hope that some of 
the construction will actually 
be complete fall 2019,” Men-
dez-Grant said. “TWU is very 
sensitive to the needs of our 
students and would consider 
the advantage of the services 
provided and calibrate the 
need for the service with the 
ongoing need to traverse the 
existing campus.”

Mendez-Grant said part-
nering with DCTA in ex-
panding the A-train would 
not only benefit com-
muters, but also enhance 
TWU’s standing in the 
community and help en-
courage students and fac-
ulty to reduce their fuel 
consumption. 

“TWU wants to be a 
good community partner 
so that if we can encour-
age more sustainable op-
tions - including public 

transportation - we want 
to encourage these choic-
es,” Mendez-Grant said.

To explore current trans-
portation options and ac-

cess commuter resources, 
visit twu.edu/care.

A-train expansion could bring new 
transportation options to TWU

By AMBER GAUDET

Denton is well-known for 
its art, and LSA Burger Co. 
makes sure it stays that 
way.

Last Friday and Satur-
day, April 13 and 14 , LSA 
hosted its annual Mural Art 
Project. Every year, LSA 
allows artists to showcase 
their talent by creating a 
mural on the LSA rooftop 
wall. This year’s artists 
were John Bramblitt, Cyn-
thia Giron, Dan Black, Mad-
elyn Grays, Chelsea Miller 
and Justin Archer. 

According to LSA’S 
Head of Marketing and PR 
Narciso Tovar, the Mural 
Art Project is “set up as 
a joint initiative between 
LSA and the Greater 
Denton Arts Council…
to showcase the creative 
abilities of six area artists 
and promote the benefit 
of visual arts in commu-
nity.”

The second-floor art 
space was wiped clean of 
last year’s murals in order 
to let the new artists cre-
ate new art with no limits 
to their creativity. 

That evening from 7 to 
9 p.m., the six artists let 
their creative juices flow 
and painted away as live 
music played in the back-
ground and cocktails and 
burgers were served. The 
artists were also available 
to meet and greet during 
the live show.

Without revealing too 
much about the murals, a 
couple of the artists gave 
some previews of what 
they thought their work 
would end up looking like 
at the Mural Art Project.

Chelsea Miller, who grav-
itates toward colorful ab-
stract pieces, completed 
her first mural in her art 
career at the Mural Art 
Project. When asked be-
fore the show what she 
was planning on painting, 
she said, “I’ll definitely be 
doing something around 
the portrait realm. I just 
want to make it really fun 
and bright.” Miller was 
also the youngest artist 
to showcase at the Mural 
Art Project.

Justin Archer, an artist 

with contemporary figu-
rative work with digital 
aesthetics, typically works 
with sculptures. 

“At the heart of my 
studio practice is the de-
sire to really consider 
and think about what it 
means to be human, what 
it means to experience joy 
and hardship and any mix-
ture of all the things we 
experience,” Archer said. 
“I’m inspired by my faith 
and the experience I’ve 
had within that.  

As for the mural he pro-
duced, Archer said it is a 
reference to the piece he 
has displayed at the Great-
er Denton Arts Council, 
which is his sculpture of a 
man free-falling. 

With the murals all com-
pleted, the wall is set for 
the next year. The murals 
will remain there until next 
year’s LSA Mural Art Proj-
ect, so be sure to grab a 
burger and enjoy the art 
from the rooftop of LSA 
before they are swept 
away to make way for the 
2020 murals.

LSA Mural Art Project decks 
out the rooftop

By KRISTA SIMPSON
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