
Chancellor Feyten speaks out
By AMBER GAUDET

When it comes to free 
speech, TWU Chancellor 
and President Dr. Carine 
M. Feyten has a message 
for the TWU community: 
use it. 

Feyten spoke at 
the Dallas Holocaust 
Museum’s “Free Speech 
on College Campuses” 
panel discussion Oct. 
29. The event was part 
of the museum’s civil 
discourse series and 
featured panelists from 
the University of North 
Texas and the University 
of Dallas, in addition to 
TWU. 

During the discussion, 
Feyten says she 
emphasized a university’s 
role in promoting free 
speech and the importance 
of providing opportunities 
for discourse on campuses. 

“I think one of the 
missions of higher ed is to 
help students learn about 
a variety of different 
perspectives – different 
issues – and offer those 
spaces,” Feyten said. 

Feyten said that free 
speech and inclusiveness 
are not mutually exclusive. 

“I really tried to 
emphasize this concept 
that free speech is not an 
either/or proposition with 
inclusion,” Feyten said. 
“We often associate free 
speech with hate speech, 
and that’s not what it 
means.”

Feyten mentioned that 
TWU students might 
shy away from voicing 
opinions in the name of 
preventing divisiveness. 

“Our community of 
students seems to be 
valuing diversity and 
inclusion a lot in terms 

of being respectful to 
everyone,” Feyten said. 
“Part of that I think is 
that we have several 
populations considered 
vulnerable or that have 
had negative experiences 
and would prefer to avoid 
those kinds of situations 
as opposed to engaging 
them.” 

But she says that 
avoiding conflict might 
not always be the best 
approach. 

“Conflict happens in 
life all the time, and if 

you only stay within your 
echo chambers, you really 
don’t learn to refine your 
thoughts,” Feyten said. 
“I think it’s important 
to learn how to handle 
conflict and express your 
opinion without creating 
divisiveness.”

Feyten stressed that, 
though it may not be 
possible to prevent hate 
speech, the university aims 
to provide opportunities 
for students to voice 
opinions respectfully.

“One of the things 

we’ve chosen to do here 
at Texas Woman’s, which 
is different from what 
other universities have 
done, is we’ve identified 
free speech zones that 
people can go to and we 
will help manage that,” 
Feyten said. “If they need 
tables to put pamphlets 
out or [if ] it’s having 
some safety procedures 
in place or making sure 
we don’t have opposing 
groups in the same space, 
that’s one thing we’re 
committed to doing.”

Feyten says the student 
response to the posting of 
Neo-Nazi fliers on campus 
last year underscores 
how free speech can be a 
powerful tool for inclusion. 

“Our students were, I 
think, really amazing,” 
Feyten said. “Instead of 
just going around pulling 
them all off, they posted 
‘campus with a heart’ 
messages everywhere. 
I think that was a great 
symbol that really, the 
best way to handle hate 
speech or free speech 

Texas Woman’s University 
hopes to provide an 
education that is a catalyst 
for strong women leaders in 
society, and Sylvia Garcia is 
living proof of this. 

Garcia, a TWU alumna, 
entered the race for 
Congress this past election 
for the Houston province. 
Garcia graduated from 
TWU with a bachelor’s 
degree in social work 
and political sciences, 
according to her campaign 
website. Garcia was born 
in Palito Blanco, a South 
Texas farming community. 
She did everything 
she could to attain a 
good education. After 
graduating from TWU, 
Garcia went on to further 
her education at the 
Thurgood Marshall School 
of Law at Texas Southern 
University and earned her 
Doctor of Jurisprudence. 
Then, Garcia began to 
make an impact on her 
community by being their 
voice.

Garcia has served as 
the Director and Presiding 
Judge of the Houston 
Municipal System, the 
City Controller, a member 
of the Harris County 
Commissioner’s Court and 

as a senator for District six 
in the Texas State Senate. 
Garcia advocates for her 
entire community, but 
she focuses on fighting 
for immigrant rights, 
veterans and women’s 
health care. As the first 
woman and first Hispanic 
to be given her own office 
for the Harris County 

Commissioner’s Court, 
Garcia has pioneered 
the way for women and 
latinos.

For the congressional 
race of 2018, Garcia 
threw her name in the 
hat. According to her 
campaign website, Garcia 
entered the race as an 
advocate for women, a 

supporter of equality, a 
fighter for transparency 
and accountability and a 
believer in fair treatment 
of immigrants, an equal 
opportunity economy and 
affordable healthcare. 
Garcia was a strong 
Democratic opponent in 
the race and even had 
the current congressman, 

Gene Green, whose 
position she was running 
for, endorse her. In the 
end, Garcia won the race 
against her Republican 
opponent, Phillip Aronoff, 
to occupy Texas’s 29th 
Congressional District 
seat for Houston with 
75.1 percent of the vote. 
This is a massive win for 

TWU alumna wins Senate seat
Garcia not only because 
she has earned the ability 
to speak on behalf of her 
district, but because she 
is the first Latina to be 
voted into Congress by 
Texas.

Since Garcia was once 
a student at TWU, the 
school is very proud 
to have produced such 
an excellent woman 
leader, according to TWU 
historian Phyllis Bridges. 
“I’m very proud that one 
of our graduates of TWU 
would consider offering 
herself for election,” Dr. 
Bridges said, “It takes a 
lot of courage.”

Garcia is a prime example 
of the kind of person that 
TWU aims to send into 
society.

“I think she’s a role 
model for many of our 
students. They’re doing 
the same thing as her- 
working their way through 
school to go out to a 
better future and help the 
world,” Dr. Bridges said.

Garcia’s education was a 
likely factor in her success, 
and Dr. Bridges believes so 
herself. “What I think she 
learned is what I hope all 
our students learn- to be 
self-reliant, independent, 
and to look out for other 
people” Dr. Bridges said.

By KRISTA SIMPSON

you don’t agree with is to 
speak up with your side of 
the story.”

Above all, Feyten says 
she hopes the TWU 
community understands 
the significance of having 
the right to freedom of 
speech. 

“That’s an unbelievable 
right that we often take 
for granted,” Feyten 
said. “It’s really an 
incredible opportunity 
and something we should 
respect.”
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