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Student 
photography 

showcased at art 
exhibition. 3

Well, ladies and gentle-
men, they have done it 

again. BTS has come out with 
their first album in nearly two 
years, “Map of the Soul: 7,” and 
it is (as always) nothing short 
of simply impactful and im-
pressive. After coming back 
and presenting to the world 
14 marvelous new songs, BTS 
continues to solidify their spot 
as well-respected artists, and 
not just in the K-Pop industry.

With a record as polarizing as 
this, it’s hard to figure out where 
I should even start. However, I 
feel like the very first thing that I 
should touch on is the production. 

It might just be me, but I feel 
like with every new project that 
BTS comes out with, the quality of 
their production goes up each and 

every time. As someone who is a 
big fan of a good beat, BTS con-
sistently delivers and blows me 
away with the sparkling rhythms 
and melodies that each track has 
alongside its lyrics. The instru-
mentals in “Map of the Soul: 7” 
were so crisp and meticulous, al-
ways resulting in a great listen, es-

New Student Union policies warrant 
change for student organizations

The new Student Union at Hub-
bard Hall hosted its day-long 

Grand Opening Tuesday, but Tex-
as Woman’s University’s Student 
Life and Chartwells have already 
been preparing student organiza-
tions for the new policies and regu-
lations that come with the space. 

While reserving space in the Student 
Union, Chartwells is the exclusive ca-
terer, which applies to all students, 
faculty, staff and external groups us-
ing space, an email from Taylor San-
doval sent out Jan. 24 to organization 
presidents and advisors said. An in-
formation session hosted Feb. 20 and 
catering showcase held Feb. 26 helped 
student leaders get an idea of what to expect 
for their organizations in the new union.

“Overall the building has more to of-
fer than our previous student union 
and once it is completely finished, it 
should be an asset to students and stu-
dent orgs,” senior psychology pre-OT 
major and fundraising secretary for 
Athenian Honors Society Ryn Fazi said. 

As a resident assistant, Fazi said she also 
anticipates that Housing & Dining will need 
to use these new spaces and follow the poli-
cies for events, despite it not being a student 
organization. For smaller organizations, 
senior health informatics major Zaynah Ali 
said that, though there are pros, new ad-
vertising and food policies are downfalls.
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New album maps the road to 
BTS’s future success

Students at Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity can expect to pay more for 

classes this fall following the Board of 
Regents approval of an increase in over-
all tuition and fees earlier this month.

Designated tuition will rise from 
$176.30 to $180.70 per credit hour follow-
ing the Finance and Affairs Committee’s 
Feb. 21 approval of a 2.5% increase for the 
2021 fiscal year. Tuition will increase again 

to $186 per credit hour the following year un-
less Chancellor and President Carine Feyten 
changes it based on Higher Education Price 
Index projections, which have not yet been re-
leased for 2022. HEPI estimates the cost of in-
flation for universities, Vice President of Finance 
and Administration Jason Tomlinson said, and 
is what TWU used to calculate the new rates.

The board also approved increases in dif-
ferential tuition — higher tuition rates lim-
ited to students in more expensive programs 
— for Education, Visual Arts, Physical Ther-
apy, Chemistry & Biochemistry, and Com-
munication Sciences & Oral Health. The fees 

will cover the operating and equipment 
expenses of the programs, and many of 
the rates put forward for approval are less 
than department requests, Feyten said.

“Everyone submits requests, and our phi-
losophy has been we want to keep in mind 
the demographics of the students we serve, 
and we want to make sure we stay afford-
able,” Feyten told the board. “Their needs 
are probably much greater than what we’re 
willing to ask you...but we have to balance 
that with the market, the students, and 
we want to remain true to our mission.”

Administrators also informed the board 
that the Scientific Research Commons at 
Bell Avenue and Texas Street — formerly the  
Science and Technology Learning Center — 
is expected to be move-in ready this July. 

Other changes approved by the board     

See BTS on pg. 5

By GAKENIA NJENGA
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TWU students sit at tables at the Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity Student Union in Denton, Texas on Jan. 23, 2020. 
Photo by Sarah Pham.

Photo courtesy of Big Hit Entertainment.

Learning the 
opening of ‘Demon 
Slayer’ on piano. 4

New synchronized 
swim coach hired 

at TWU. 7

“One of the major pros is that student or-
ganizations will not have to pay for a good 
majority of event utilities, such as the A/V 
component and staffing that may be needed 
when running events,” Ali said. “A downfall 
is that all the food that is deemed ‘shareable,’ 
whether it be pizza at monthly meetings or 
more major events, it must be approved and 
run through Chartwells, which is relatively 
pricey for the amount of food students can 
receive. Along with this, advertising has 
been knocked down to a minimum, and 
though it’s understandable it is due to the 
cleaning aspect, it does make it difficult to 
market student organizations and events.”

Advertising in the Student Union now 

By KATELYN GARST
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Tuition changes among several increases considered by TWU this year

Editorial Staff

Editor-in-Chief
Amber Gaudet

agaudet@twu.edu

Adviser
Joseph Alderman

jalderman@twu.edu

Managing Editor
Katelyn Garst

rgarst@twu.edu

Page Editor
Anissa Clark

aclark20@twu.edu

Copy Editor
Plamedie Ifasso

pifasso@twu.edu

Student orgs face limited catering, advertising options in new union

Students lounge on couches at the Texas Woman’s University Student Union in Denton, Texas on Jan. 23, 
2020. Photo by Sarah Pham.

Texas Woman’s University Department of Public Safety Police Chief Samuel 
Garrison answers student questions at a Resident Hall Association meeting 
Feb. 26. The meeting addressed increases in parking permit rates which will 
take effect this fall. Photo by Amber Gaudet. 

Katelyn Garst can be reached at 
rgarst@twu.edu.

Amber Gaudet can be reached at agaudet@twu.edu.

At least 19 people were killed and 
several injured after a tornado 
struck parts of Nashville and 
central Tennessee early Tuesday. 
Deaths occurred in at least four 
counties and 50,000 households 
and businesses were left without 
power. Gov. Bill Lee acknowledged 
the loss of life the state suffered 
and expressed concern for several 
missing people as he declared a 
state of emergency.

Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar pushed back 
against criticisms by Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders’ supporters that her endorsement 
of former vice president Joe Biden is part 
of an effort by members of the Democratic 
establishment to thwart Sanders’ campaign. 
The remarks came after Klobuchar withdrew 
from the race Monday and joined two other 
former Democratic presidential candidates 
— former South Bend, Ind. Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg and former Texas Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke — in endorsing Biden’s campaign.

Travelers arriving in China from countries 
with severe coronavirus outbreaks 
will be isolated and undergo a 14-day 
quarantine, according to Beijing state 
media. Authorities are worried the virus 
might be imported back into the country 
and are isolating travelers from virus 
hotspots including South Korea, Japan, 
Iran and Italy.

MSNBC anchor Chris Matthews 
announced his retirement during the 
opening of Monday night’s Hardball. 
Matthews said he believes a younger 
generation is “ready to take the 
reins.” After praising young people’s 
improvement of the workplace, 
Matthews apologized for workplace 
harassment he said he may have been 
complicit in in the past. Matthews 
said he plans to focus his efforts on 
writing another book. 

Students sit at tables at the Texas Woman’s University Student Union in 
Denton, Texas on Jan. 23, 2020. Photo by Sarah Pham.

include the use of $1.4 million for the de-
sign and construction of maintenance and 
infrastructure projects in Guinn and Stark 
Halls, the renaming of the Undergradu-
ate Laboratory Building to the Fine Arts 
Annex, and two new degree programs: a 
Bachelor in Business Administration in 
Health Care Administration and a Profes-
sional Science Master of Biotechnology. 

The Professional Science Master of 
Biotechnology is designed to prepare stu-
dents for business-related positions in 
the biotechnology, life sciences and phar-
maceutical industries, while the bach-
elor’s business degree in health care ad-
ministration will serve as a new route to 
master’s degrees in business and health 
care, according to a TWU news release.

Both programs will launch this fall.
The changes are just some of many the 

university is considering. Administrators 
held hearings Feb. 5 and 6 to solicit stu-
dent opinions on the increases in tuition, 
parking permit fee increases and more 
proposed adjustments in campus parking. 

The Parking Committee last semester. 
proposed raising the cost of commuter per-
mits from $70 to $200 annually and resi-
dent permits to $125 Motorcycle permits 
are also set to increase from $30 to $200 if 

the changes are approved. 
Tomlinson said the in-

crease is necessary to 
meet the cost of operat-
ing parking in the face of 
declining permit sales. 

The university is also 
considering requests for 
parking changes on cam-
pus, including adding 
parking to the east side of 
campus, establishing daily 
or hourly rates, running 
golf cart shuttles and des-
ignating parking for stu-
dents leaving the library 
and Fitness and Recre-
ation Center late at night.

Junior English major 
Gabrielle Griffin, who at-
tended a Resident Hall 
Association meeting held 
last week to discuss parking, said posi-
tive change cannot come soon enough. 

“I think that if they had more parking 
spots, you know, people’s issues and hav-
ing to park so far away would change,” 
Griffin said. “It’s the way that they’re clas-
sifying parking — so it’s making it hard 
for residents to be places [and] it’s mak-
ing it hard for residents to have visitors. 
At this point, it’s making it hard for com-

muters because then there is tension all-around.”
Tomlinson said the parking permit fee in-

creases fall under a different budgetary category 
than tuition and will come before the Board 
of Regents at their next meeting in August.

To listen to a livestream of the Board of 
Regents meetings, visit https://twu.edu/
regents/meeting-broadcast-and-agenda/.

prohibits organizations from using 
loose flyers and only permits advertis-
ing on the first floor using table tents 
at a max of 15 table tents per event.

“The hope is to keep Hubbard look-
ing clean and new for as long as pos-
sible, which makes sense, but requires 
some rules that are more strict than 
previous years,” Fazi said. “The people 
overseeing the operations and lead-
ing the presentation [on Feb. 20] all 
seem friendly and willing to work with 
students to help accommodate if able.”

Moving forward, Ali said she expects 
that organizations, especially smaller 
ones like the Muslims Students Organi-
zation she is a part of, will need to make 
changes to accommodate new policy. 

“Food and pricing is a 
major component, and 
for smaller organizations 
such as MSA, it’s difficult 
to even afford the pricing 
that is offered,” Ali said.

Even for larger organiza-
tions, Fazi said the new poli-
cies will affect current prac-
tices in her organization.

“I think the rules of ad-
vertising will affect how 
[Athenian] Honors [Soci-
ety] gets the word out about 
their events and force us 
to be more aware of how 
we spread the word of our 
programs,” Fazi said. “Poli-
cies pertaining to decorat-

ing also ties into 
Honors for 
events like 
banquet be-
cause you cannot hang 
anything on the walls. 
I foresee many organi-
zations changing the 
way they feed the stu-
dents coming to their 
programs due to regu-
lations on what food is 
allowed to be shared 

in Hubbard Hall.”
Despite all 

the changes in the future for 
TWU student leaders, Fazi said 
she looks forward to the new 
space being fully operational.

“I’m excited for everything to be 
finalized in the building and see 
what it looks like without any con-
struction,” Fazi said. “People have 
put a lot of work into this proj-
ect and the final product should 
hopefully be pretty remarkable.”

To reserve rooms for events in the 
Student Union, visit the info desk dur-
ing hours of operation. Additionally, 
arrangements for catering at events 
can be made directly through Chart-
wells at https://twu.catertrax.com.
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This week’s blotter covers the week of 
Feb. 24-Mar. 3.

Lowry Woods Community – A student 
under the age of 21 was found intoxicated 
at Sayers Hall in the Lowry Woods 
Community Feb. 24 and received a 
citation for Consumption of Alcohol by a 
Minor.

Dallas Campus – Feb. 26, An individual 
at the Dallas campus reported repeated 
unwanted digital communication from a 
non-TWU affiliated individual who was 
trespassed from campus and told to cease 
conduct. The case was suspended.

Parliament Village – A theft of under 
$100 was reported at South Hall of 
Parliament Village on Feb. 26 in regard 
to a stolen TWU parking permit. The case 
was cleared by other means.

Guinn Hall – A student reported her 
Air Pods stolen from Guinn Hall Feb. 29, 
valued at $159. The case was still active as 
of Mar. 3.

Stark Hall – Mar. 2, someone reported 
their iPhone 11 stolen from a lounge area 
in Stark Hall. The case was still active as of 
Mar. 3.

Arts & Sciences Building – An individual 
reported medication stolen from a 
backpack left in a classroom in the Arts & 
Sciences Building on Mar. 2. The case was 
still active Mar. 3.

Oakland Complex – An individual 
reported being harassed by an unknown 
subject through digital communication on 
Mar. 2. The case was later suspended.

 17th annual Joyce Elaine Grant Exhibition showcases 
photographers from across the nation

A group of Texas Woman’s University students 
and staff will be spending their spring break

volunteering in Dallas and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico in an effort to improve lo-
cal communities and help those in need.

Alternative Spring Break is a volunteer ex-
perience that allows students to volunteer in 
different service projects around the world.

“The idea is that we go out to communities that are 
different from our own,” Christopher Scanlan, coordi-
nator of civic engagement for the Center for Student 
Development, said. “We work with those communities 
themselves, volunteering with different nonprofits or 
agencies within the area based on what they see their 
needs are. And during [the trip], we reflect on both 

To be considered for the trip, students applied and 
were interviewed for a position on the team. Scanlan 
said he was looking for candidates who had a heart 
for volunteering and would work well in a group.

“We didn’t want just one type of student,” Scan-
lan said. “I think the most common thing is a desire 
to serve, desire to grow and desire to impact the com-
munity. We wanted a mix of both students that were 
freshmen coming in wanting to develop themselves 
and also people who saw it as ‘OK, this is my way to 
take that next step forward in my volunteer journey.’” 

Fiama Villagrana-Ocasio, a freshman politi-
cal science major, sees the trip as a great way to 
give back to a place that means a lot to her.

“I’m actually Puerto Rican and, with the transition 
to college, I want to find leadership opportunities to 
grow as a leader,” Villagrana-Ocasio said. “On top of 
that, I know that there’s a need for help in Puerto Rico 
right now, especially with all that’s happened with 
earthquakes and then post-Hurricane Maria. There 
isn’t really a lot of help or resources for people there.

“So, for me, I felt like this was more of a per-
sonal way for me to give back to my community.”

Sophomore nursing major Maricruz Becerra went on 
the Alternative Spring Break last year and attributes it to 
helping her grow as a leader. At the beginning of last year’s 
trip, Becerra said she was quiet and rarely spoke up to share 
her opinion. During the trip, she opened up more and be-
gan taking the lead. This year, Becerra is a site leader.

“I’m an introvert, so [the trip] will help me grow 
professionally so that in the future I can be a bet-
ter leader,” Becerra said. “I want to become a nurse, 
so I think [this trip] could be a great way that I learn 
how to impact cultures and other communities.”

Members of the Alternative Spring team pose for a photo. Image courtesy of Christopher Scanlan.
Plamedie Ifasso can be reached via email at pifasso@twu.edu.

Students volunteer around the world for Alternative Spring Break

By CATTY TOMASZEWSKI

By PLAMEDIE IFASSO

A familiar February chill blankets the outside of Texas 
Woman’s University’s Fine Arts building. Inside, 

guests are immediately greeted with tables full of cook-
ies, sandwiches, and lemon bars lining the halls. Children 
and teens alike feast and watch as a community of pho-
tographers showcas their most prized works in honor of 
Professor Susan Kae Grant’s mother, Joyce Elaine Grant.

Joyce Grant was passionate about photography and 
desperately wanted to provide college students all 
around the country, regardless of age, gender and race, 
with scholarships to fund their dreams. This sparked 
TWU alumni Christine Shank and a small group of 
graduate students to create an exhibition and endow-
ment in honor of Joyce Grant. The endowment pro-
vides scholarships for young photographers and future 
graduate students in the Department of Visual Arts.

This year, a total of 109 participants and 600 
photo entries came flooding in from across 22 states. 
Eleven of the accepted artists came from Texas, includ-
ing three from Denton. The award winners include:

Anna Grevenitis, Brooklyn, NY, (Solo Show Award)
John-David Richardson, Bellevue, KY, (Red River Paper Award 1)
Sara Macel, Brooklyn, NY, (Red River Paper Award 2)
Andy Mattern, Stillwater, OK, (Red River Paper Award 3)
Lily Brooks, Baton Rouge, LA, (Competitive Camera Award)
Kristen Emack, Cambridge, MA, (Freestyle Photo Award)
These photos were judged by Lisa Sutcliffe, the Herzfeld Cu-

rator of Photography and Media at the Milwaukee Museum 
of Arts. Sutcliffe holds an MA in the History of Art from Bos-
ton University, where she specialized in the History of Pho-
tography. She was also the Assistant Curator of Photography 
at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art for several years.

“They sent me a PowerPoint of all the pictures and I just hit print 
without seeing how many pages it would be,” Sutcliffe said. “I printed 
out all 600 of them since that’s how I like to work. I spread them all out 
on my dining room table and I started to just look over them and sort of 
let them wash over me to see what they were trying to communicate.”

Sutcliffe went on to express the importance of a re-
lationship between a photographer and photograph. 

“I think oftentimes when we were making pictures were 
thinking about what a picture is supposed to look like and trying 
to take pictures that have already been made before,” Sutcliffe 
said. “It can be really difficult to forget about that and start tak-
ing pictures that actually say what you’re thinking and seeing.”

“Photography is very undermined in the art community and 
is not as respected, which I’ve never thought of that way,” Tay-
lor Hill-Carroll, freshman studio art major and frequent exhi-
bition-goer, said. “Photography is a difficult craft. You have to 
catch things in the moment — they can’t always be staged and 
the photographs you take need to have a certain meaning.”

Hilley-Carroll then shared her rea-
sons as to the importance of exhibitions.  

“The art building always has amazing exhibits. You get to 
see all these different types of artists that you wouldn’t nor-
mally see,” Hilley-Carroll said. “It’s such a good opportunity 
to actually go to exhibits because if you see an artist that really 
catches your eye, you can make those connections in person.” 

The Joyce Elaine Grant Exhibition will contin-
ue to run until Apr. 13 in the Fine Arts Building. 

Catty Tomaszewski can be reached via email at 
ctomaszewski@twu.edu.

campus | spring break

our place within that specific cause or community 
and reflect on the different things we learned there.”

For the Dallas trip, the Alternative Spring Break vol-
unteers will be working with Crossroads Community 
Services and tackling the issue of food insecurity. The 
team headed to Puerto Rico will be working alongside 
Peninsula de Cantera and helping with disaster relief 
and community engagement. Jillian Cruzet, a senior 
psychology major and one of the team’s site leaders, said 
the volunteer plan for the Puerto Rico trip is diverse.

“We get to work with the youth and children in en-
richment activities, with the elderly and in the out-
doors,” Cruzet said. “On our first day, we’ll be able to get 
a tour of Peninsula de Cantera and learn about their 
organization. On our last day, we’ ll have the oppor-
tunity to take a water tour around the Bay area there, 
so there’s going to be a good mix of fun and work.”

Missy Finger observes a photo by Mark Geil during the 17th Annual Joyce 
Elaine Grant Exhibition at The Texas Woman’s University Visual Arts Building in 
Denton on Feb. 27, 2020. Photo by Sarah Pham.

campus | art
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On a quaint little street corner set-
tled between overgrown trees and a 

homemade chicken coop lies the home of 
Hou Si Wong. As you enter Wong’s home, 
you are greeted by her two cats, Rice and 
Pudding. Just to the left, you see a sky-
blue music studio filled with keyboards, 
paintings of sunrises and posters with 
popular anime characters lining the walls.

Wong created this studio, as well as Sun-
ny Side Music Denton, in 2018 after she 
decided to take her love for piano and com-
bine it with helping others gain confidence 
in their passion for music. However, Wong 
didn’t always love the piano. She grew up 
learning the piano with strict, tradition-
al teachers that would hit her hand with 
a ruler after she made a mistake and only 
point out the flaws in her performances.

“But when I came to Texas, I had a 
music professor who really encouraged 
me,” Wong said. “It’s truly the first time I 
remember feeling joy while playing. Af-
ter she showed me how teaching and pi-
ano can be fun, I wanted to create a stu-
dio so I can make it clear to my students 
and their parents what my goals are.” 

Rather than using negative reinforce-
ment and judgment to get her students to 
play better, Wong uses simple, short seg-
ments of musical pieces and patience to 
guide them through the melodies. She also 
uses drumsticks and neon stickers with 
note names to make the lessons more fun 
and engaging. Her strong belief that any-

Piano studio offers beginner 
lessons in anime tunes
By CATTY TOMASZEWSKI
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CARE Chats Over Coffee

 March 2020

Join fellow TWU students on a trip to Lake 
Texoma to hike the Juniper Point Trail March 
10 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. There are 10 spots 
available for this trip.

Are you interested in a career in higher 
education? Enjoy a slice of pizza as you 
network with professionals in the field and 
learn about available opportunities. The 
event will be held in Hubbard Hall’s 
Southeast Ballroom from 12-1 p.m.  

Join Student Life to “be a kid again” while 
indulging in Dino nuggets, mac-n-cheese, 
coloring, movies and more! The event will 
take place in Parliament Village’s Multipur-
pose Room from 7-9 p.m.
 

Spring Break Hiking 
with Outdoor 
Adventure 

Music Monday 
(Dallas) 

Career Advice and a 
Slice: Higher Ed

TUE

Repertoire

TUEMON

Enjoy and request music along with $3.25 
burger deals and giveaways from Chart-
wells during Music Monday at Dallas’s 
Campus Cafe from 12-1 p.m. Student Life 
will be hosting Music Mondays every week, 
so be sure to stop by one before the 
semester is up!

TUE

Enjoy free Starbucks and breakfast snacks 
while getting to know the CARE staff and 
learning about the theme of the month! The 
event wiill be held in the Commuter Lounge 
of the Student Union at Hubbard Hall from 
8:30-10 a.m.

17

Come get crafty at our Spring Fever Pinterest 
Party, held in Hubbard Hall’s Southeast 
Ballroom. Create flower pots, decorative 
flip flops, and tote bags from 4-6 p.m.

Pinterest Party: Spring Fever Nostalgia Night

WED

21
SAT

Hou Si Wong, piano instructor and music therapist, shows the correct fingering for the music 
chords during an anime piano lesson at Sunny Side Music in Denton Feb. 22, 2020. Photo by Sarah 
Pham.

one who wants to can play the piano was a 
guiding principle behind the founding of 
Sunny Side Music and  several workshops. 

Wong recently created a brand new 
series of workshops for beginners dedi-
cated to the mastering of various anime 
themes. She found that, although there 
are several music studios across North 
Texas, none of them have a program 
specifically for learning piano pieces 
from animes. Her first workshop fo-
cused on “Gurenge,” the opening theme 
for the popular anime “Demon Slayer.” 

“What I want to do is give [students] 
confidence to make the piano easier to 
approach,” Wong said. “I want the begin-
ners to come in and prove to themselves 
that they can actually do it. I had a student 
come in and say, ‘I want to play the piano 
but the hardest part is just getting started.’

I hope I can make the hard-
est part easier for them.”

Wong’s passion for the piano and use of 
confidence building techniques enabled 
her to create a program that achieves 
her personal and professional goals.

“The best part of my job is seeing the 
drive that I spark in them,” Wong said. 
“Instead of ‘I have to learn’ it’s ‘I want to 
learn.’ It’s a way to tell them ‘you can do it, 
now use that passion to go on your own.’”

The next anime workshop, My 
Hero Academia’s “Polaris,” will be 
Mar. 21 at Sunny Side Music Denton.

 
Catty Tomaszewski can be reached via email at 

ctomaszewski@twu.edu.

With a reach of over 15,000 students, the award-winning Lasso 
is an excellent resource for reaching students, faculty and staff 
at TWU’s Denton, Dallas and Houston campuses. We offer the 
most affordable media advertising rates in the DFW. To learn 
more or explore our advertising packages, visit twulasso.com 
or call us at 940-898-2183.
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ACROSS
1. Unfathomably deep 

chasm
6. Lawyer group
9. Factoid
13. Non-flat area
14. Loquacious person’s 

gift
15. Member of clergy
16. Kitty sounds
17. Mesozoic one
18. All thumbs
19. *Who’s Pieces?
21. *Life ____
23. Comic book cry
24. Evening in Roma
25. Boar’s mate
28. Bank deposit
30. Actress Ali or singer 

Tim
35. Flying saucers
37. Yeahs’ opposers
39. One of the Muses
40. Ancient region of 

western Europe
41. *Sweet bear
43. In a little while, old-

fashioned
44. Like a neon sign
46. Fashion’s “New 

Look” inventor
47. Weasel’s cousin
48. Cash in credit card 

points, e.g.
50. “Good grief!”

52. The Old Man’s turf
53. Tucked in
55. Sine ____ non
57. *”Gimme a break” 

bar
60. *Egg with a surprise
63. Southwestern hut
64. Step on it
66. Small Asian ungulate
68. What radiology and 

biology have in common
69. Chihuahua’s cry
70. a.k.a. Ernest?
71. Japanese money, pl.
72. Blitzed
73. Industrious

DOWN
1. Similar to an adder
2. View from a moving 

train
3. Yesteryear
4. Shopping ____
5. Creates disorder
6. Forever and a day
7. *Hershey made the 

first American milk choco-
late one

8. Belittle
9. Have supper
10. Tennis serving whiz
11. Memorial Day solo
12. “The ____ of Racing 

in the Rain”
15. Fast and lively
20. Increasing

22. Location of ulna
24. Hindered
25. *Principal candy 

ingredient
26. Allowed into a bar, 

e.g.
27. Past tense of will
29. Glorify
31. SI unit of mass
32. Raja’s wife, pl.
33. Do penance
34. *Famous fictional 

bar
36. ____ gin
38. Smoke plus fog
42. Baghdad resident
45. Not strongly
49. CEO’s deg.
51. Fertilized
54. C2H5
56. “J’____” by #46 

Across
57. Green superfood
58. Desktop picture
59. Facebook photo links
60. Not disregarded, as 

in a promise
61. Marine eagle
62. Surprise at a speak-

easy
63. *Almond-induced 

state
65. Cardinal 3
67. Bovine hangout

THEME: CANDY

S T YDU KAERB

Puzzle solutions available at twulasso.com

Map of the Soul: 7 is beautiful, impactful

Photo courtesy of Korean Culture and Information Service / KOGL Type 1 via Wikipedia.

Gakenia Njenga can be reached at gnjenga@twu.edu.

BTS ctd. from pg. 1

pecially in the car or with headphones.
Along with the album’s splendid produc-

tion quality comes the amount of musical 
diversity for us listeners to bask and frolic 
in.  In the mood for trap or hip-hop? Tune 
into member Junkook’s solo “My Time.” 

Wanting to lay back and relax to 
some pop rock? Tracks “Inner Child” 
and “Moon” will do just the trick. 

Happen to be a fan of more Lat-
in-influenced melodies? “Filter” and 
“Outro: Ego.” The variety spans miles.

The delicacy that is BTS’s new album 
does not even stop at the composition of 
the instrumentals, but reaches even fur-
ther, solidifying the mastery of the re-
cord with each track’s lyrics. Something 
as simple as a musical language barrier 
should not shy anyone away from read-
ing into the translations of lyrics and 
grasping the meaning of songs as well-
written as those included in this album. 

One thing BTS manages to execute so 
flawlessly in each track is the emotion-
al storytelling that flows so fluidly in the 
midst of the pristine instrumentals. It may be that not 
every line in the album is a structured piece of art like 
a Shakespearean sonnet, but even the simplicity and 
minimalism put into many of the songs’ lyrics is just as 
stunning and tasteful as any rendition of “Julius Caesar.”

Lyrics like  “You are my Earth / And all I see is you 
/ The only thing I can do is to gaze at you like this” 
and “One time for the present / Two time for the past 

/ Happy that we met each other / Now til’ the very 
end”  hold such modest and heartfelt statements 
that it almost feels  innocent. Both are  great addi-
tions to BTS’s consistently impeccable discography.

Overall, “Map of the Soul: 7” is a beautiful musi-
cal reflection on the seven years that BTS has spent 
together making music as a group of seven. Through 
themes of self-doubt, self-reassurance and motivation, 

feeling lost or alone and friendship, the seven mem-
bers—RM, Jin, Suga, J-Hope, Jimin, V and Jung-
kook—deliver a remarkable record that perfectly cap-
tures their past struggles and inner gleams of hope. 
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Manisha Abraham* 
Sherlyn Abraham*  
Favour Adiele  
Adeline Adkinson  
Maya Aguilar  
Jessica Ahuchaogu  
Edna Ajakaiye  
Noellyn Akai  
Naomi Akhidenor  
Dora Akingbade  
Jennifer Alanis  
Shachar Albalancy*  
Alexandra Alcozer  
Anathea Alimon  
Britainy Allen  
Maegan Allen  
Scottiana Allen  
Zharayiah Alvarez  
Yulisa Alvarez Mendoza*  
Michelle Amoah*  
Erica Anderson  
Bailie Ankenbruck  
Sophia Antenora  
Shalom Anyiam*  
Elizabeth Araiza  
Kirk Jeremiah Aranas*  
Ashley Aranda  
Marlene Arce  
Aylin Arceo  
Uziel Arceo  
London Archer  
Aileen Arias  
Donelly Arias  
Daisy Ariza  
Karen Armendariz  
Shayla Armstrong  
Emmaleigh Arnn  
Martina Aroldou  
Angeles Arriaga  
Daisy Ashumbi  
Diamond Autry  
Jisella Ayala  
Colleen Babineaux*  
Jesus Badillo  
Holly Baggett  
Aubrey Baker  
Jaquelin Balleza  
Keanna Barber  
Hannah Barrera*  
Gabriella Bautista  
Hannah Beasley  
Haley Becerra  
Maricruz Becerra*  
Trinity Bell  
Madeline Benitez Hurtado  
Heather Bennett  
Belma Besic*  
Arely Beza-Castillo  
Sadie Bish  
Emily Blanton  
Morgan Blanton  
Bailey Blessing*  
Lindsey Blevins  
Emily Boales  
Dominika Bonzagni  
Gladys Boro  
Haleigh Boyce  
Samantha Brandt*  
Leah Brashear  
Alexis Breeland  
Patience Brezinski  
Chanler Brock*  
Margie Brookins  
Erneisha Brown  
Jenna Brown  
Journey Brown  
Kiya Brown*  
Erica Bruening  
Chrissy Bui  
Gillian Bumgarner  
Kali Bunch  
Ashley Burrow  
Karen Calderon*  
Sarah Campbell  
Brissa Campos  
Emma Campos  
Breanna Carollo*  
Courtney Carr  
Madelin Carrion  
Jokabeth Castaneda  
Leticia Castillo  
Michelle Castro  
Maryel Cazares  
Meagan Chancellor  
Elodie Chanchak  
Cheyenne Chandler  
Brittany Chapin  
Keely Chapman  
Breeanna Charanza*  
Nhi Chau*  
Joselyn Chavez  
Shae Cherry  
Ashley Cherucheril  
Michaela Cloyd  
Joanne Cobos*  
Jada Cole  
Kimberly Colin  
Gabriella Collins  
Karlee Collins*  
Chelsea Conti*  
Makayla Cook  

Samira Cordero  
Chyanne-Clar Cornell  
Maya Coumpy*  
Jessica Couron  
Daisy Covarrubias  
Chynna Crawford  
Mary Crawford  
Lucia Creeden*  
Caroline Cronin  
Savannah Cross  
Cush Cuthbertson-Sewer  
Breanna Daigle  
Jourdan Daily  
Kameron Daily  
Paige Daniels  
Danae Daste-McCurdy  
Sofia Date*  
Caleigh Dauth  
Morgen Davidson*  
Nina De Leon*  
Pieper Defoe  
Nelida Delacruz  
Citlalli Delarosa*  
Ines Deleon*  
Victoria Delgado*  
Aesha Desai  
Alexzandrea Diaz  
Raquel Diaz  
Rubi Diaz  
Victoria Diaz  
Hannah Dickson*  
Abigael Dillon*  
Natalie Dinkel  
Morgan Dixon  
Ashleigh Dorsa*  
Trina Du*  
Mauricio Duarte  
Alyssa Dudley*  
Caitlin Dunn*  
Mandida Dzikiti  
Brianna Earl*  
Corrie Earthman*  
Rebecca Eaton*  
Sherlyn Joy Eban  
Tori Edsall  
Ashley Elliott  
Ronia Eminikhah  
Cristin English  
Natalie Ensey*  
Breezy Escamilla  
Natalie Escanuela  
Kate Estrada  
Lauren Evans  
Avery Falls  
Shayla Farber  
Kathryn Fazi*  
Pisila Finau  
Brianna Flores  
Clarice Flores*  
Yaneth Flores  
Skylar Fly*  
Amber Fodder*  
Megan Fontenot  
Avery Foreman*  
Hallie Fury  
Destiny Gaines  
Vianey Gallardo  
Victoria Gallardo*  
Ximena Gallardo  
Alejandro Gallegos  
Raven Gallenstein*  
Melissa Galvan  
Bethany Garcia  
Catarina Garcia  
Debora Garcia Roque  
Charlene Gardner  
Gwendolyn Gardner  
Danielle Garvin  
Giselle Garza*  
T’erin Geiger  
Emily Gentry*  
Anju George  
Leila Gibson  
Jiben Gigi  
Amelia Gillander  
Surprise Gilman  
Sascha Goldberg*  
Blanca Gomez Cornejo  
Alysia Gonzales  
Miranda Gonzales  
Andrea Gonzalez  
Montserrat Gonzalez  
Nancy Gonzalez  
Perla Gonzalez  
Taylor Goulet  
Prisha Goyal  
Maria Goyco  
Savannah Gravitt  
Carleanne Gray  
Elizabeth Gray  
Kenzie Gray  
Amanda Greenwood  
Madeline Griffith  
Madelyn Gross  
Victoria Guerra  
Gabriel Guerrero  
Marely Guerrero  
Brianna Gutierrez  
Irma Gutierrez  
Luzmar Guzman  
Gracelyn Hale*  

Dounia Hamad  
Sophie Hamilton  
Anna Hammond*  
Carolyn Hancock  
Mercy Harawa  
Madeleine Harper  
Catherine Harris  
Tailyn Harris  
Hedy Hartness*  
Rayhan Hassanin  
Emily Healey  
Alison Heath*  
Carmen Hernandez  
Cithlali Hernandez  
Janna Herron  
Jasmine Hicks  
Kerrigan Hightower  
Jaidyn Hill  
Taylor Hilley - Carroll  
Britney Hitt  
Jaelyne Hixson  
Shelby Hollcroft*  
Cindy Hong  
Faith Hong  
Brianna Horn  
Jessica Huffhines  
Garrett Hunck  
Plamedie Ifasso  
Victoria Ifekwuna*  
Alondra Ipina*  
Georgia Jahn  
Amyrra Noor Jakaria  
Kori James  
Mary James  
Savanna Jefferson  
Delaney Jenkins  
Jisoo Jeon  
Lexy Jernigan  
Fabiola Jimenez  
Jacqueline Jimenez  
Emily Johnson  
Katherine Johnson  
Lauryn Johnson  
Leambria Johnson*  
Mara Johnson  
Sydney Johnson*  
Bridget Jones  
Jayla Jones  
Renetta Jones  
Abigail Jong  
Pamela Joseph  
Rebekah Joseph  
Karla Juarez  
Regina Juarez  
Aderonke Kareem  
Katie Kee*  
Olivia Kehlenbrink  
Kathryn Kelly  
Addison Kennedy*  
Nicholas Kester  
Reem Khoncarly  
Tamdan Khuu  
John King  
Keaton Klemencic  
Destiny Knight  
Kenedy Knott  
Manesha Knox  
Hanife Krasniqi*  
Mackenzie Kunzman  
Alyssa Labrum*  
Adrianne Laky*  
Charley Lane  
Cathrine Laniyan  
Hannah Lapeyrolerie  
Donisha Lawson  
Bethany Lazarus*  
Jennifer Le  
Steven Le  
Brianna Leal  
Elizabeth Lee  
Hannah Lee*  
Jimin Lee*  
Bailey Lenamond  
Paulina Lerma  
Tatum Leslie  
Ashley Linares  
Seren Lind  
Lindsay Little*  
Zhaoli Liu*  
Winnie Lokuso  
Briana Lopez  
Joselyn Lopez*  
Kevin Lopez*  
Lilia Lopez*  
Rebekah Lopez  
Alexia Lopez Cerecer  
Cassandra Lotas  
Brielle Lowe  
Lizette Lozano  
Julieana Lucio*  
Kelsey Luckey*  
Alyssa Lumsden*  
Jean Luna Rojo  
Brittany Lundmark  
Vivian Luo  
Abigail Ma  
Makenna Madsourivong  
Manaal Mahboob  
Jola-Ade Majekodunmi*  
Aanchal Malik  
Olivia Manghera  

Jasmin Manzano*  
Gratzelly Marquez*  
Kennady Martin  
Alexis Martinez  
Andrea Martinez  
Bethany Martinez  
Daniela Martinez  
Destinee Martinez  
Gicel Martinez  
Itzel Martinez  
Justine Masters Shelton*  
Jincy Mathew  
Brooke Mathis*  
Shiloh Matzke  
Apryl Maxfield  
Jazmine Maxwell  
Marissa Maxwell*  
Cyrah Mays  
Dreanna McAdams*  
Kendrick McAdams*  
Olivia McAdams  
Mallory McBride  
Trinity McCarty*  
Bre’na McGee  
Lauryn McGhee  
Morgan McNew  
Anabel Medellin  
Melanie Meek*  
Maria Mejia  
Amanda Mendoza  
Ashley Mendoza  
Leslie Mendoza-Ugarte  
Candy Mesta*  
Emma Miller  
Kayla Miller*  
Destiny Mills  
Madeleine Miro  
Rasheed Mohammed  
Samantha Molina  
Amber Moncayo  
April Mondragon Alonso  
Philip Monds  
Ruth Monjaras*  
Liliah Monroy  
Gabriela Montoya  
Katherine Moody  
Julie Moore  
Emily Moorer*  
Aide Morales  
MacKenzie Morales*  
Alivia Moreno  
Isabel Moreno  
Ainna Morris  
Sarah Morriss*  
Jordan Mosley  
Addison Mulroney  
Crystal Munoz  
Marlene Munoz  
Shanelle Munyamana  
Delaney Murdock  
Chiedza Mutindori  
Bailey Nall  
Juliana Nava  
Anisya Navarro  
Fatima Navarro Gutierrez  
Aubry Needham  
Grace Nelms  
Marjorie Nelson  
Jazmyn Newton  
Debra Ngo*  
Tracie Ngo  
Anne Nguyen  
Cindy Nguyen  
Katlynn Nguyen  
Lan Nguyen  
Lori Nguyen  
Nicole Nguyen*  
Thu Nguyen*  
Tiffany Nguyen  
Tyler Nieto*  
Brissa Nino  
Caroline Noel  
Courtney Noel  
Bria Northrop  
Jennifer Novak  
Celia Nowlin*  
Kristie Obrien  
Trixie Oche  
Ekenedilichukwu Okonkwo  
Alice Okpon  
Nithza Oliva  
Vianey Ortega  
Cecilia Ortiz  
Gabrielle Ortiz  
Sandra Ortiz  
Aliaya Osborne  
Ulynda Osei  
Fabiola Osorio  
Frances Ostermann  
Chidera Osuagwu  
Ayisat Oyewale*  
Jessica Padilla  
Sakshee Pande  
Ma Franchesca Parcero  
Willie Parks*  
Sabrina Parman  
Megna Patel*  
Johanna Patricio Bueno  
Brittany Patton  
Bernadette Pavlich  
Jayla Pearson  

Amanda Peden  
Serena Pedroza  
Abrianna Pellegrino  
Victoria Pena  
Gissel Pena Deleon  
Hannah Pendarvis  
Catherine Perez  
Yaritza Perez  
Lillian Perry*  
Bridgette Peterson  
Kristina Peterson  
Ladi-Amor Pettis  
Jazmin Pettit*  
Sarah Pham*  
Nanma Philip  
Tara Philip*  
Jasmine Phillips*  
Katie Phillips  
Taylor Phillips  
Kelsey Pierce  
Emely Pineda  
Kyla Podges*  
Crystalynn Porter  
Uchenna Potyok  
Liam Prendergast  
Ashley Pryor*  
Priyanka Pudasaini  
Caitlyn Pugh  
Lilianna Radwan*  
Christel Rafol  
Katherine Ragodos  
Surayya Raheem  
Emily Raju  
Elizabeth Ramirez  
Sebastian Ramirez  
Sarah Raptis*  
Jordan Rash*  
Kathryn Redfearn  
Josey Reed*  
Miriam Regis*  
Kaylee Rekieta  
Valeria Resto-Lopez  
Stephanie Reynoso*  
Jenna Rhode  
Clarissa Rios  
Charae Rivers  
Sonia Rocha  
Jasmine Rodriguez  
Juaquina Rodriguez  
Yuzek Rodriguez  
Madalyn Roehrig  
Kay-Lynn Rogers  
Daniela Rojas  
Daniela Rojas*  
Ingrid Romero  
Jennifer Romero Vasquez  
Katelyn Rood*  
Joelene Rosas  
Lyian Rosos  
Katherine Al Roy  
Laura Ruemmele  
Sandra Ruiz*  
Keandre Rush  
Mariah Salas  
Jennifer Salazar  
Sandra Salazar  
Samantha Salcedo*  
Alyssa Salinas  
Jessica Salinas  
Theodora Sam-Brew  
Claudia Samuelson  
Crystal Sanchez*  
Yunuen Sanchez  
Kyra Sanders  
Mekdim Sanders  
Annika Sandstedt  
Yurimar Santiago Torres  
Alexandra Santos*  
Noelle Saria*  
Valerie Saucedo  
Annah Sauvage-Southgate  
Chelsea Vynce Saya-Ang  
Natalie Schaub  
Sarah Schilberg  
Chelsea Schneider  
Hannah Schneider  
Lia Schuermann*  
Ava Schulte  
Savannah Scott  
Brittany Seely  
Kelli Seem*  
Megan Servidio  
Sapna Shah  
Kaitlyn Sherlock*  
Angel Shibu*  
Madilyn Sieber  
Katherine Silvaggio  
Joanna Simmons  
Taylor Skulemowski  
Andre Smith  
Hannah Smith  
Philip Smith*  
Maya Solomon  
Tara Solomon  
Maria Soria*  
Elizabeth Sosa  
Kinley Speir*  
Kara Spencer  
Haley Stanley  
Jennifer Stanley  
Madison Stear  

Jakeara Stearn  
Samantha Steelman  
Katelynn Steinhauser*  
Destanee Stephenson  
Margaret Stephenson  
Addison Stone  
Madison Story  
Tatum Stover  
Raegan Stubblefield*  
Paige Stuyniski  
Rebecca Su  
Mallori Suarez  
Lauren Suitor  
Aparna Sunny*  
Gracey Sutherland  
Sharlene Tacata  
Ashley Tang*  
Margo Tanner  
Makayla Taylor  
Terra Taylor  
Mi-Van Thai  
Thanh Thai  
Alexis Thomas  
Natalie Thomas  
Tyzchanice Thomas  
Rhea Tibrewal  
Bailey Tisdale  
Lillian Tong  
Trinity Toothaker*  
Clarissa Torres  
Ramona Tovar Briones  
Margaret Trask  
D’Kevion Traylor  
Madison Treu  
Analisa Trevino-Contreras*  
Mai Trinh*  
Lauren Trubenbach  
Colin Tucker  
Elizabeth Ugbaja  
Emily Upchurch  
Cameryn Urbanosky  
Anthony Valdez*  
Lesly Valladares  
Jobin Varghese  
Sara Varghese  
Hanna Varughese*  
Angelica Vega  
Isabel Vega Calderon  
Yasmin Velarde  
Kristine Velasco  
Mia Venkatesan*  
Erin Vergara*  
Mariah Verigan  
Hannah Verret  
Courtney Vetters  
Juliza Vidales  
Evarista Viera  
Lesly Viera Juarez  
Fiama Villagrana-Ocasio  
Sofia Villamil  
Leslie Villarreal*  
Yazmin Villarreal  
Hunter Vincent  
Ivette Vital  
Nathan Vo*  
Christine Vu  
Kiel Walker  
Abigail Wallace  
Taylor Walzem  
Alexandra Watson*  
Keyara Watson-Love  
Teyara Watson-Love  
Abby Weatherford*  
Dahlia Webb  
Kira Weller  
Ebonie West  
Stephanie Whang  
Kali Wheeler  
Ciera White  
Megan White  
Tristen Whiteaker  
Macy Wilkerson  
Natalie Wilkinson  
Jayla Williams  
Khalyn Williams  
Malik Williams  
Mora Williams  
Safari Williams  
Savannah Williams  
Tyah Williams  
Spencer Williamson  
Abby Willis  
Kylie Wilson  
Payton Wilson  
Daisy Woodring*  
Keana Woods*  
Halima Wote  
Bailey Wozniak  
Rachel Wresh  
Jenna Wright  
Ashton Wyatt  
Logan Yancy  
Kim Yen*  
Chelsi Zamora-Rojas  
Danyel Zarate  
Maria Zavala  
Lauren Zeringue  
Ivon Zetino  
Sydney Zoch  
Lindsay Zwald  

Residents of Academic Excellence 
*indicates students with a cumulative 4.0 GPA

Congratulations! 
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Former Olympian named synchronized swim coach

Texas Woman’s University’s brand-new syn-
chronized swimming department will have a 

nationally renowned coach to head up the team.
TWU Director of Athletics Sandee Mott an-

nounced Feb. 19 that Sara Lilly had been se-
lected as Head Synchronized Swimming 
Coach, praising her experience and leadership. 

“I am thrilled to announce Sara (Lowe) Lil-
ly as the first synchronized swimming coach 
at Texas Woman’s,” Mott said in a press re-
lease. “She is exactly the leader we were look-
ing for to build a nationally competitive team 
as she has vast experience at both collegiate 
and US National team levels.  Although syn-
chro is new to us at the University, it is not 
new to Coach Lilly; she is well respected at all 
levels in the synchronized swimming realm.”

Lilly’s list of accolades is a long one. A two-
time national championship coach and two-time 
USA Synchro Coach of the Year, Lilly coached 

the Stanford Cardinal 
2013-2018, helping 
them finish third place 
or higher at the U.S. Na-
tional Collegiate Cham-
pionships each year. 

Before her coach-
ing days at Stanford, 
Lilly was part of four 
consecutive national 
championship squads 
as an undergraduate, 
earning a gold medal in 
every event she entered 
and serving as captain 
when she was an upper-
classman. A four-time 
All-American, Lilly 
earned Collegiate High 
Point Athlete each of her 
four years at Stanford.

Lilly was as a four-
Photo courtesy of TWU Athletics. 

TWU is set to begin its new synchronized swimming program with the hiring of former Olympian Sara Lilly. Photo by Amber Gaudet. 

athletics | synchro

time member of the USA Synchro National Team 
and three-time member of the USA Synchro Junior 
National Team. As a member of the 2003 Pan-Amer-
ican Team, Lilly won a gold medal, going on to cap-
ture bronze in Athens as an Olympian in 2004.

Lilly was recognized as the United States Syn-
chronized Swimming Athlete of the Year in 
2004 and 2007, and in 2008, Lilly was named 
Stanford Outstanding Female Athlete of the 
Year and was nominated for the United States 
Olympic Committee Athlete of the Year award.

Lilly was inducted into both the Stanford Uni-
versity and USA Synchro Halls of Fame. She grad-
uated from Stanford with a degree in communica-
tion in 2008 and was appointed a Matteson Fellow.

Lilly said she is excit-
ed to bring her expertise to TWU. 

“I am so excited to join the Texas Woman’s 
University family,” Lilly said. “I am looking for-
ward to working with all of the amazing peo-
ple I have met in the athletic department and 
putting together an elite team that will be a 
force to be reckoned with on the national stage.”

Amber Gaudet can be reached via email at agaudet@twu.edu.

By AMBER GAUDET
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The United States is the world’s leading coun-
try in food waste. Nearly 50 percent of all 

produce in the country goes to waste, adding 
up to $160 million worth of produce annually. 

In recent years, the mass amounts of wasted food 
have become the biggest occupant in a majority of the 
country’s landfills. The food waste epidemic contin-
ues to grow each year, but Denton’s Food Not Bombs 
organization has its sights set on changing that.

Food Not Bombs is a global organization of inde-
pendent collectives that work toward reallocating food 
that gets thrown away but is still edible. Volunteer Aran 
Leh said that 50 percent of the city’s landfills are wast-
ed food and organic material, an aspect that the Den-

ton FNB community keeps in mind day-to-day when 
distributing food that would otherwise be wasted.

The name “Food Not Bombs” comes from the 
movement’s efforts in advocating for passivism, non-
violence and taking direct action. It puts empha-
sis on the amount of money the country spends on 
wars and foreign affairs, and the lack of thought put 
into spending money on those who may be starving 
or may not have enough food to feed their families.

As an independent collective, the organization is 
entirely run by its volunteers, having no authoritative 
group or headquarters overseeing the operation. The 
regional groups associated with FNB are communi-
ties that have all individually come to a consensus 
to join the efforts in resolving food waste. Every ac-
tion put into place is voted on by the volunteers as 
a whole, and everyone within the groups are known 

as equals and fel-
low collaborators, 
FNB volunteer 
Zak Cannon said.

“It’s sort of an 
anarchist organi-
zation in the sense 
that there’s no 
bureaucracy and 
no chain of com-
mand,” Cannon 
said. “Nobody’s 
really in charge.” 

There is also 
no set strategy 
put in place for 
the movement as 
it operates freely 
and concisely, the 
volunteers plan-
ning its schedules 
week to week.

Despite start-

Pacifist collective reallocates food for those in need
By GAKENIA NJENGA

Volunteer Zak Cannon talks to Denton resident attending the Food Not Bombs gathering on February 29, 2020 at Quakertown Park. Photo by Gakenia Njenga.

Community | Food not BomBs 

ing out a little over a month ago, FNB does not hold 
back when it comes to setting goals and bench-
marks for their Denton branch as they aim to not 
only attract local Dentonites, but also local busi-
nesses and restaurants to help donate unused 
food. However, for Cannon, local attraction is not 
the only attention the organization aims to gain.

“I would like to see interactions with the lo-
cal government,” Cannon said. “Also, to be 
able to push local governments to provide 
more for people in the area who need food.”

When it comes to staying financially afloat, Den-
ton’s FNB carries itself as a self-funding organiza-
tion whose volunteers often come together to con-
tribute their own resources and money. Along with 
this, donations from the local community are also 
accepted through a PayPal portal. Financial con-
straints don’t normally cause any negative effects, 
seeing as it is a low-maintenance operation, Leh said.

“It’s a low-cost organization because we’re 
taking food that would be thrown away, and 
just cooking and reshipping it,” Leh said.

FNB does not only focus on food waste 
consciousness, but also provides the com-
munity with haircuts, hygiene prod-
ucts, clothes, literature, art and education.

Within the four weeks that Denton FNB has 
been running, over 100 people have interacted with 
the organization and joined in their efforts to pre-
vent food waste. They have also received support 
through a “considerable amount” of donations of 
books and clothes from around the neighborhood.

The Denton branch of Food Not Bombs currently 
holds weekly gatherings in Denton’s Quakertown 
Park on Saturdays, where they both give and accept 
donations from those who stop by. The branch is al-
ways seeking help and openly invites volunteers 
to join their efforts into stopping world hunger.

Denton residents sit at a park bench making conversation during the Food Not Bombs gathering on February 29, 
2020 at Quakertown Park. Photo by Gakenia Njenga.

We value reader submissions. As a university newspaper we have certain criteria that limit what we will place inside our newspaper. Please 
limit letters to 300 words. Columns submitted should be no longer than 600 words. Please include your name, address, phone and email. 
Your contact information will not be published. Unsigned submissions will not be published. All submissions are also edited for length 
and clarity. Submissions become property of The Lasso.

Letters and Viewpoints

Gakenia Njenga can be reached via email at 
gnjenga@twu.edu.
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