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Roses are red, violets are blue, your pet is expecting $681 million from you
By JUNE COOKE

Dear DS,
You are the light of 

my life. I’ve never known 
someone who knows me 
like you do. I love every-
thing about you, especial-
ly when you ramble about 
video games no one has 
heard of. You’re so smart, 
kind, thoughtful, and you 
always know just what to 
say. Love you!

Benjamin,
 I am eternally grate-

ful that I get to love your 
heart, mind and soul. Now 
and forever, you are my 
partner in crime and in 
Christ, for which there is no 
greater joy. You will always 
be worth every mile, tear 
and hour spent apart. See 
you on the other side of to-
morrow.

To my rock, 
 I love you with all 

that I can give. Thank you 
so much for always sup-
porting me in everything I 
do. Thank you for accept-
ing me for who I am and 
always lifting me up. My 
heart has so much love 
to give, and I’m glad I can 
give it to you. 

Dear Rob, 
You worry that distance 

will drive us apart, but I 
think it can only make us 
stronger. We’ve faced so 
many challenges over the 
years, but we have always 
faced them together; this 
separation is just one 
chapter in a lifelong story. 
You are my rock, my big-
gest supporter, and for-
ever my Valentine.  

I never expected for you 
to happen, yet here we are 
spending every moment we 
can together. I told myself I 
wasn’t going to fall so fast 
or so hard this time around, 
but then you made that im-
possible to do with your radi-
ant smile, your belly laughter,  
and your sweet gestures 
that catch me off-guard ev-
ery single time. We’re just 
beginning, and I can’t wait 
to see where God takes our 
story.

If you’re reading this,
Know that I love you 

and I see you- I see the 
pain and determination 
in your sparkling eyes. 
This life is hard and know 
that you have the power 
to change your life. Keep 
your head up and know 
whatever you are stress-
ing about right now shall 
pass.

In His love,
Caitlyn

Opinion | Editorial

To my dearest Hazel,
 Thank you for be-

ing the best dog a girl 
could ask for. You have 
stuck with me through the 
hard times and the good 
times. From the moment 
you first entered my life 
I knew we would have a 
bond that I would cherish 
forever. 

I love you always,
 Adri 

ADRIANNE LAKY

JUNE COOKE

From ancient roots, the 
Valentine’s Day holiday 
continues to expand with 
new traditions and rituals, 
accelerated by pop cul-
ture and the efficacy of in-
ternet communication. As 
Feb. 14 rapidly approach-
es, it may be interesting 
to familiarize yourself with 
the origins of Valentine’s 
Day, how it came to be 
such a popular holiday 
and how recent cultural 
trends have morphed the 
meaning of Valentine’s 
Day to focus more on ex-
pressing love for friends, 
love for self, and love for 
animals—in addition to ro-
mantic love.  

Observing Valentine’s 
Day on Feb. 14 comes 
from a fertility festival 
that happened around 
late winter or early spring 
in ancient Rome. During 
the festival, young wom-
en would dance naked 
while being whipped with 
the blood-soaked hides 
of slaughtered animals, 
according to NPR’s “The 
Dark Origins of Valentine’s 
Day.”

The holiday as we know 

it was born out of an act 
of rebellion against the 
oppressive Roman gov-
ernment in 496 AD. Em-
peror Claudius II outlawed 
marriage between his sol-
diers and their partners in 
an effort to separate his 
warriors from the distrac-
tions of love, but Saint 
Valentine married couples 
in secret anyway. Claudius 
discovered Valentine’s 
betrayal and had him be-
headed. Folk legends say 
that the couples married 
by Valentine visited his 
grave and left letters of 
gratitude and love. 

 Valentine’s Day 
celebrations today have 
developed into a hallmark 
festival of candy hearts, 
romantic comedies, and 
candlelit proposals, but 
to assert that Valentine’s 
Day is just about the me-
dias  portrayal of love is 
narrow and untrue. Many 
people celebrate the holi-
day by expressing love for 
their best friends, their 
family, and themselves. 

While the materialistic, 
consumer-culture aspect 
of the holiday is off-put-
ting to many, analyzing 
spending habits can shed 

light on how traditions 
evolve and change. For 
example, pop culture cre-
ations like “Galentine’s 
Day,” derived from an 
episode of Parks and Rec-
reation, influenced more 
people to spend money 
on their friends, according 
to The Atlantic in “Galen-
tine’s Day: How a Beloved 
Fiction Became a Beloved 
Tradition.”

The spending habits get 
more interesting when you 
consider Finder’s report 
on average dollar amounts 
spent not only on oneself 

and friends, but on pets. 
Finder’s data shows the 
relationship relative to the 
estimated dollar amount 
for Feb. 14 in the follow-
ing chart:

Myself $235.56
Friends $208.10
Pet cat $95.90
Pet dog $81.56
Valentine’s Day is one 

of the most lavishly spent 
upon holidays, beaten of 
course, by Christmas. Ac-
cording to Annemariejohn.
com’s “Top 5 Most Expen-
sive Holidays List” Valen-
tine’s Day ranks third be-

hind Mother’s and Father’s 
Day in second place, and 
Christmas as the number 
one spending event of 
the year at a whopping 
$630.7 billion. A survey 
by The Entrepreneur called 
attention to the grand net 
worth of the season in 
“Shocking Valentine’s Day 
Stats That Will Make You 
Rethink Your Marketing.” 
The survey pool reported 
spending $681 million on 
their pets.

 There are ways to cele-
brate Valentine’s day with-
out shelling out $100 or 
more  of course. Stay in, 
watch a movie, eat some 
take-out and treat yourself 
well. If you are looking for 
a social event this V-day 
season, the Student Union 
building will be hosting Pal-
entine’s Day on the Den-
ton campus Tuesday, Feb. 
12. There will be a fuzzy 
friend workshop where you 
can build an animal and 
take them home with you. 
Happy Valentine’s Day to 
TWU students, staff and 
all the dogs and cats out 
there expecting $681 mil-
lion net worth in gifts this 
year.
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Whether you are a first-
time filer or a pro, a little 
friendly advice goes a long 
way when it comes to 
taxes. This how-to guide 
features the latest tips 
and tricks for navigating 
the filing process this tax 
season.

Who needs to file?
Taxpayers who made 

over a certain amount 
of qualifying income are 
required to file a return. 
Most individuals can use 
the Forbes chart below to 
determine if they need to 
file based on their age, fil-
ing status and income. 

When to file
Experts say that filing 

early is essential to get-
ting a return this year, 
given the IRS backlog and 
the possibility that anoth-
er government shutdown 
could mean more delays. 

“At least a week in de-
lays can be expected,” ac-
cording to Yahoo Finance 
senior reporter Jeanie Ahn 
in a CBS Moneywatch re-
port. “The IRS reopened 
Monday, but after 35 days 
in the longest government 
shutdown ever, the tax 
agency is struggling to 
get through the backlog.” 

For those less con-
cerned with getting re-
turns quickly, the deadline 
to file taxes is Monday, 
Apr. 15. Filers unable to 
meet the deadline can ap-
ply for a six-month exten-
sion to avoid late penal-
ties, though the extension 
does not apply to paying 
a tax bill. 

Where to file
First-time filers may be 

most comfortable with 
traditional filing services 
like H&R Block, in which in-
dividuals provide the nec-
essary documents, and 
professional tax preparers 

file for them. Though this 
option can be pricier than 
self-preparer options, cus-
tomers have the peace 
of mind of having taxes 
prepared by experts, and, 
often, the option of get-
ting an advance on their 
return. 

Affordable, convenient 
self-preparer options like 
TurboTax are growing in 
popularity. While many 
self-preparer programs 
offer guidance and sup-
port, they may not be the 
best option for individuals 
with complicated returns 
or those who do not want 
the responsibility of self-
filing.

How to file
Electronically filing is 

the most popular option, 
featuring the fastest turn-
around time. Paper filing 
is cheaper, though less 
convenient, and does not 
come with verification of 
receipt as e-filing does. 

Deductions and credits
To maximize returns, 

students should take ad-
vantage of common, edu-
cation-specific deductions 

and credits, which include:
The Lifetime Learning 

Credit, available to tax-
payers who are taking col-
lege courses at eligible in-
stitutions to improve job 
skills. The credit is worth 
$2,000 annually and avail-
able at the undergradu-
ate, graduate and pro-
fessional levels. There is 
no limit to the number of 
years a taxpayer can claim 
this credit.

The American Oppor-
tunity Credit. Eligible ap-
plicants will be enrolled at 
least half time for a mini-
mum of one academic pe-
riod during the filing sea-
son and will have not yet 
completed their first four 
years of higher education. 

Students can file de-
ductions for eligible edu-
cation-related expenses 
such as tuition, fees and 
books. Less common 
items such as comput-
ers or required software 
applications can also be 
claimed under the Ameri-
can Opportunity Credit if 
such items are required 
for college attendance. 

Students or alumni can 
deduct paid student loan 
interest for up to $2,500 
annually. 

However you choose to 
file, know that a range of 
options and support are 
available to get the most 
out of your filing experi-
ence. 

For more tips, visit the 
IRS website at IRS.gov.

The definitive student guide 
to filing taxes in 2019

By AMBER GAUDET

Dear Sequoyah,
You taught me how to give 

a good and genuine compli-
ment. You like all the books 
I recommend, and I listen to 
your spotify playlist on my 
way anywhere. Yesterday, I 
called to ask what’s up, and 
we ended up playing chess 
on the phone for four re-
matches; these things make 
a time zone feel smaller. I’m 
so lucky to have a friend like 
you, Squid. 

Love from Texas,
Joiniper. 
P.S. Toyota (the cat) 

misses you too.

Anissa Clark / The Lasso
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