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The Act: reviewed

What is your favorite way 
to celebrate Easter?
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I don’t really have any 
Easter traditions, and I don’t 
really do anything to cel-
ebrate, to be honest. It’ll 
probably just be a normal 
Sunday for me.

My absolute favorite way 
to spend Easter is alongside 
my family at church. Getting 
all dressed up in honor of the 
most important day of the 
year for me and my faith is 
one of my favorite things to 
do. After church, my family 
and I spend time together 
eating and laughing while we 
watch the kids in the family 
compete in our annual Eas-
ter egg hunt.

ADRIANNE LAKY

By LACEY CUTBURTH

MADELINE BOUTWELL

Easter is not only my 
favorite holiday because 
it is the culmination of 
all things springy, but 
because it is the most 
important holiday of my 
faith. Aside from all of the 
paganized celebrating and 
ceremonies of this time of 
year, it is a great reminder 
of the greatest sacrifice I 
could never deserve.

Easter is my favorite 
holiday because of what it 
symbolizes. Easter is a cel-
ebration of how great and 
powerful and loving my God 
is; he can conquer death. I 
love getting to gather with 
my family and my brothers 
and sisters in Christ to cel-
ebrate this great gift of life.

For over a decade, Texas 
lawmakers have been ar-
guing over whether or not 
marijuana should be legal-
ized. Arguments for either 
side have had strong ad-
vocates, and the fight for 
a decision has been fierce. 

Many supporters of 
legalizing recreational 
marijuana have made 
their arguments from an 
economic standpoint. In 
a study conducted by 
Washington Post, roughly 
40% of people living in 
Texas have used recre-
ational marijuana at least 
once. Supporters say that 
if Texas was able to place 
a tax on marijuana and sell 
it legally, it would bring in 
a lot of revenue for the 
state. 

Supporters also make 
the argument that there is 
an unnecessary negative 
stigma over marijuana. 
Many claim that because 
of “pothead” culture, the 

public has an unrealistic 
perception of marijuana. 

In fact, some advocates 
for the legalization of mar-
ijuana claim that marijua-
na is actually a safer sub-
stance than alcohol. These 
individuals make the point 
that a significantly greater 
amount of alcohol-related 
deaths occur each year in 
comparison to the mari-
juana-related deaths.

A final argument of 
those in favor of legaliza-
tion is that marijuana is 
not as addicting as many 
are led to believe. The 
Washington Post study 
revealed that only around 
9% of marijuana users 
become addicted in com-
parison to the 30 %of to-
bacco users that get ad-
dicted.

On the other side of the 
coin are those who are 
against the legalization of 
marijuana. These individu-
als tend to make the argu-
ment that, while it could 
bring in revenue for the 

state, the costs related to 
increased hospital visits, 
addiction treatments, en-
vironmental damage and 
more would far outweigh 
the benefits.

Another detriment that 
opponents of marijuana 
legalization make appar-
ent is the increase in mari-
juana use by teens legal-
ization would cause. In 
data analysis conducted 
by ProCon.org, research-
ers found that the per-
centage of 12 to 17-year 
olds using marijuana is 
higher in every legal mari-
juana state than the na-
tional average. Opponents 
explain that marijuana use 
by teens can cause seri-
ous mental impairments 
to adolescent develop-
ment.

A concluding argument 
for not legalizing mari-
juana is that marijuana 
use is opposed by numer-
ous major public health 
organizations, including 
the American Medical As-

Legalizing marijuana: 
Hitting the jackpot or bound to go up in smoke?
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Gypsy Rose, a very sick,  
wheelchair-bound young 
girl with not much of a real 
life, lives with her mother 
Dee Dee Blanchard. The 
pair receives much recog-
nition and assistance from 
the struggles they face, 
but is it all an act? 

The Act is a Hulu original 
series that premiered on 
March 20, 2019. The se-
ries is focused on an over-
protective mother who 
refuses to let her daugh-
ter do anything indepen-
dently. The teenage girl 
starts to uncover secrets 
and begins to despise her 
mother. The Act is based 

off real-life criminal events 
that occurred back in 
2015. 

When starting this se-
ries, I was not sure what 
to expect. I had heard 
of the crime before but 
didn’t do much research 
about it. However, once I 
watched the first episode, 
I was hooked. I fell into a 
rabbit hole of research 
about Gypsy Rose. 

The show keeps you 
wanting more. The con-
stant twists and turns 
leave you begging for an 
explanation. Each episode 
is released on Wednesday 
of each week. So far, I’m 
three episodes deep and 
look forward to each new 

As far as local traditions 
go, the Thin Line festival 
is still finding its footing 
after more than a decade 
– but with a little work, 
it could soon be running 
strong. 

The annual Thin Line film 
festival ran Wednesday, 
April 10 through April 14. 
The free event centered 
mainly on films, though 
it also featured several 
evening musical perfor-
mances, two photo galler-
ies and a hodgepodge of 
other local events. Events 
were held at different ven-
ues and times, allowing 
most Dentonites at least 
one opportunity to experi-
ence what the festival had 
to offer. 

The festival featured 
the premiere of more than 
20 full-length films and six 
film shorts from around 
the world. Screenings 
were held at the recently 
opened Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema, a theater that, 
like Thin Line, is quickly 
becoming a cornerstone 
of Denton’s cultural land-
scape. 

Documentaries explored 
everything from Italian 
lip-syncing scandals to 
how totalitarianism in Iran 
threatens artists’ autono-
my. One of the short films, 
Mack Minded, centered 
around the story of a 
Texas Woman’s University 
professor, Pauline Beery 
Mack, whose scientific 
research on bone density 
provided valuable knowl-
edge that contributed to 
NASA’s efforts in manned 
spaceflight. Mack earned 
a Silver Snoopy award in 
1970 for her work, pio-
neering STEM research at 
a time when women re-
ceived little recognition 
for professional achieve-
ments. 

No film – or film festi-
val – would be complete 
without an impressive 
soundtrack, which Thin 
Line achieved this year. 
Thin Line musicians per-
formed at some of Den-
ton’s most popular venues 
such as Dan’s Silverleaf, 
Harvest House, Andy’s 
and Mulberry Street Can-
tina. The lineup featured 
artists that spanned sev-
eral genres including jazz, 

country, rock and tech-
no. The festival featured 
mostly Texas-based mu-
sicians, including several 
from Denton’s own grow-
ing music scene. 

Thin Line also featured 
several events, from a craw-
fish boil to a photojournal-
ism class. Although activities 
mostly centered around pho-
tography, there were a few 
events for food and fine art 
connoisseurs alike. 

Given the array of 
events offered, though, 
the festival did not go off 
without a hitch.

Although this is the 
12th year of the festival, 
the frequent changes that 
the organizers continue 
to facilitate leave guests 
a little unsure of what to 
expect. 

Though photos are a head-
lining feature of Thin Line, 
they felt like an afterthought 
in this year’s festival. The 
cramped space of the Hickory 
Street gallery crossed from 
“intimate” to “awkward” as gal-
lery-goers were forced to walk 
around partitions featuring 
falling-down photos, appar-
ently the result of haphazard 
stapling by event organizers. 
The lack of space may not 
have presented much of a real 
problem, though, if Thursday 
afternoon’s empty gallery was 
any indication of interest gen-
erated by the exhibits.

A few other issues per-
sisted as the festival pro-
gressed. The event being 
spread across venues at 
different times prevent-
ed real immersion in the 
culture of the festival. A 
lack of detail on the online 
schedule created confu-
sion for attendees looking 
to see specific shorts as 
they often were lumped 
together under one name. 
Some events did not 
seem to match up with 
the schedule at all, such 
as the photo exhibit that 
was supposed to be up at 
Armadillo Ale Works but 
featured only blank can-
vas boards Thursday af-
ternoon. 

Overall, though, the laid-
back, guest-centric feel of 
this festival worked in a 
way that made up for what 
did not. While the festival 
is still a work-in-progress, 
it’s ambitious lineup and 
diverse entertainment of-
fered attendees a unique 
experience.  From movie 
buffs to music gurus, this 
year’s Thin Line had a lit-
tle something for every-
one and, with a little work, 
the festival could solidify 
its place as an important 
part of Denton’s culture. 

episode 
The use of flash forwards 

and backwards during the 
episodes gives the viewers 
a peek at what the future 
holds for the family. The 
transitions are smooth 
and easy to follow. Each 
episode has it’s own issues 
the family encounters. 

The most recent episode 
I watched was the turning 
point. Without giving any 
spoilers, the third episode 
has been my favorite. 

I highly recommend this 
show to anyone. The show 
is based on true events 
and keeps the audience on 
their toes. For those who 
like docuseries or a sus-
penseful plotline, this is 

Despite snags, Thin Line 
festival delivers 
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My absolute favorite Eas-
ter tradition will always be 
coloring eggs. I’ve done it 
ever since I can remember. 
It’s a great time to come to-
gether and be creative. The 
second tradition I love is my 
parents have always gotten 
me a chocolate bunny, and 
that’s pretty sweet.

sociation (AMA), the 
American Society of Ad-
diction Medicine (ASAM), 
the American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psy-
chiatry and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 
These organizations have 
conducted research that 
show a variety of long-
term adverse effects on 
brain structures caused 

by the use of marijuana.
In the end, the public 

must be careful about 
what they make legal. It’s 
important for the public to 
weigh the possibly harm-
ful effects of cannabis use 
with the economic ben-
efits of marijuana legaliza-
tion. It is up to each and 
every individual to decide.

My family and I always have 
an Easter dinner to celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus. 
My grandpa reads the Easter 
story to us from the Bible be-
fore the egg hunt. The little 
kids search for big eggs with 
candy in them while the old-
er siblings hunt for the small 
eggs with the good stuff in 
them: money.
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