
Long-time basketball super fan Dani 
Stephens knew she found her dream 

job as soon as she saw the posting for 
NBA Experience Guide on the My Disney 
Career website. At the time, Dani was 
working for the Disney College Program 
in Entertainment and wanted to stay with 
the Company so, when presented with the 
opportunity to work for Disney and share 
her love of basketball with Guests, it was a 
perfect match.  

Dani’s love for the game began when 
she joined her high school team, and she’s 
thrilled to share her passion as an NBA 
Experience Guide. As part of the opening 
team, Dani and her fellow NBA Experience 
Guides are also introducing a brand-

new role at Walt Disney World Resort. 
Whether Guests are super fans or NBA 
newbies, Dani will act as their coach, cheer 
squad and fellow player as they explore 13 
interactive experiences. 

 Out of those, Dani finds the ‘Dunk’ 
experience, where Guests can try 
their hand at making slam dunk, to be  
one of the most unique and fun areas.  
Her favorite feature is the burst 
photography that captures participants 
in action as they dunk. With the  
right pointers she provides while 
preparing them for the experience, she 
hopes Guests will look at their photos, 
smile wide and think, “Hey, I kind of look 
like Shaq!”

At the outset, Guests have the 
opportunity to personalize their 
experience, first by selecting their favorite 
NBA or WNBA team.  Dani believes this 
feature is vital to “making Guests feel 
like they’ve been drafted by their favorite 
team.” Then, as they move through the 
building, the NBA Experience Guides 
can  personalize their coaching, tips and 
lessons to meet the needs of Guests with 
varying skill levels. 

Both Dani and her fellow Cast Members 
are incredibly excited for Guests to visit 
the brand-new NBA Experience. “We are 
just so eager to connect with Guests, work 
with them to enhance their skills and help 
them live out their basketball dreams.” 

The Disney PhotoPass Studio is the perfect 
place to get high-quality photos with your 

loved ones as a cherished keepsake. Tucked in 
between Marketplace Co-Op and Ghirardelli Ice 
Cream & Chocolate Shop, the Disney PhotoPass 
Studio is the perfect place to capture memories 
that will surely last a lifetime. Customize your 
photography experience with portrait-style 
photos or select from over 100 virtual backdrop 
options to create a unique photo memories. 

Entertainment Guest Experience Managers 
Niuvys Rodriguez and Trisha Houlihan shared 
that the ability to create a special photography 
experience for each Guest is their favorite part 
about overseeing the Studio. “We have so many 
different ways our PhotoPass photographers 
can enhance the photo-story for our Guests, 
whether it be a family-style portrait or adding 
in a backdrop that puts you in front of Belle’s  
cottage,” Niuvys said. 

Trisha added that being at the Studio is a 
relaxed environment so that Guests feel at home. 
“The Studio, overall, just makes for a better Guest 
experience,” Trisha said.

While they enjoy taking portrait-style photos 
of Guests, both photographer Christian Compton 
and coordinator Maura Cintron-Wanzer said 
they love using the virtual backdrop. “We’re the 
only place at Walt Disney World Resort that has  
a backdrop like this,” Christian said.  

Adding a little mystery to the moment, these 
skilled photographers like to surprise Guests by 
switching backgrounds as a surprise and delight. 
They might match the backdrop to a piece of 
clothing the Guest is wearing or to a personal 
story the Guest has recently shared. “If someone 
in the photo has on a Rapunzel shirt, we make it a 
‘Tangled’ backdrop,” Maura said. And, a lot of the 
time, the Guests will select a classic – Cinderella 
Castle at Magic Kingdom Park. “We have that as  
a backdrop, too, and Guests love it.”
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