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This Quest is Bullshit!
By J.P. Valentine, ’18

The Questing Stones have come to Nowherested, 
and Evelia Greene is finally ready to receive her 
life’s quest. Perhaps she’ll be a great warrior, or a 
wealthy merchant, or a brilliant mage. Perhaps her 
quest is simply to live a quiet life, constantly honing 
a craft to the heights of perfection. Or perhaps the 
Questing Stones will grant her the legendary mission 
of popping over to the next village to pick up a loaf 
of bread. Either way, adventure is out there, and 
Eve is determined to have one.

Dr. Chuckle’s Two-Puns-A-Day 
Perpetual Calendar
By Paul Frishko!, Ph.D. ’70

Do you celebrate National Escargot Day, or Blame 
Someone Else Day, or, perhaps, Talk Like Shakespeare 
Day? This perpetual calendar pairs 732 totally  
original puns with a full year’s worth of bizarre and 
wondrous (actual, proclaimed) holidays. One of four 
Dr. Chuckle pun books, all available on Amazon.

The Nothing Mage
By J.P. Valentine, ’18

“There’s nothing there.” The words may as well have
been a death sentence to young Declan. Without
mana, there could be no studying at the sky-piercing
Pinnacle Towers, no monster hunts, no following in
his father’s legendary footsteps. He’d be a cripple.
But when a terrible accident forces him to flee,
Declan learns the true nature of his mana. Just
because it doesn’t resonate at any known frequency,
doesn’t mean it isn’t magic. And just because you 
can’t see something, doesn’t mean it isn’t there.

DAY OF THE JUMPING SUN
By Margaret Panofsky, ’72

On far-future Ba!n Island, dwindling humans 
whose ancestors survived 2050’s Final War bow  
to sophisticated rulers—Prairie Dogs, enhanced by 
fallout, five feet tall, brilliant, twisted. Enter time 
travelers from the 20th century, three families, 
clueless and shattered—until they find their inner 
fire, fueled by love. Allegorical post-apocalyptic 
fiction, “the ink bubbling like lava.”—Martin Shone
www.dayofthejumpingsun.com

Come, Grandma!
By Kristine Jones Goodan, ’67, M.A. ’68

Bald Eagles are interesting birds and have a life cycle 
that is fun to observe. They return to certain trees 
and nests year after year, and then depart for months. 
The pair of eagles that inspired this book most often 
had three eaglets, which is rare. Often their nests are 
di!cult to observe, but the author was very lucky to 
be able to clearly watch this particular nest over a 
dozen years. “Come, Grandma” is the story of 
Grandma and her grandson Waylon watching the 
nest from May to August.

ORCHESTRATION
By Saundra Henderson Windom, ’ 75

The war cost her everything, a mother, a father, and 
a country. Four-year-old Bang Sun found tied to a 
tree, is riddled with disease, malnutrition, and bears 
the scars of a tragic life. Facing a future of nothing 
but pain, loss, and hopelessness, we follow the story of a 
mixed-race African-American child of the Korean War. 
A powerful memoir of strength, grace, resilience, 
courage, and kindness, you’ll find yourself immersed 
in this beautiful and inspiring recollection of the child 
called Bang Sun. (orchestrationthebook.com)

Figurski at Findhorn on Acid
By Richard Holeton, ’75 and Assistant Vice Provost 
for Learning Environments, Emeritus

Lauded by critics as “funny, crazy, ultra-postmodern 
satire” and “a cross between Borges and the Marx 
Brothers,” this cult classic hypertext novel featuring 
“Rosellini’s 1737 Mechanical Pig” has been lovingly 
recreated for the modern web in a 20th anniversary 
edition by the Electronic Literature Lab, Washington 
State University Vancouver.
Freely available at figurskiatfindhornonacid.com.

Academia. Exzellenz  
hat ihren preis
By Karen Ruo! (Kramer), ’67, ’84,  
Director of Stanford-in-Berlin

This comédie humaine views today’s university as a 
sandbox. Compliance cops, ebullient IT celebs, fund
raising fanboys, well-heeled alums, residual profs and 
a sage tomcat romp about in the satiric sublime. “The 
incisive gaze and savvy that characterize Academia 
pose questions that reach far beyond Academe—it’s 
a campus novel in the way that Mann’s Magic Mountain 
is a novel about skiing.” —Die Weltwoche 
Translation by Christa Schuenke.
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Gen Z, Explained: The Art of Living 
in a Digital Age
By Roberta Katz, ’69, Sarah Ogilvie, Jane Shaw, 
Linda Woodhead

Gen Z (people born since the mid-1990s) grew up with 
the Internet, in a world of constant change, and their 
actions and values can seem puzzling. The interviews, 
surveys, and linguistic analyses in this book provide a 
comprehensive portrait of Gen Z, giving parents, grand- 
parents, teachers, and employers much-needed insight 
into what these young people care about and why they 
behave as they do.

Keep Smiling
By Richard McCombs, GSB ’ 79

Keep Smiling is about my experiences managing  
one of the first American companies to operate  
in Vietnam after the trade embargo was lifted.  
Keep Smiling describes living and working there  
in a joint venture in the rice industry. My GSB 
education didn’t begin to help me understand how  
to interact with the Government of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. Can be purchased on Amazon  
or at www.richardmccombs.com

The Blue of the Fire
By Melissa Kerry, pen name of Melissa Dagodag 
BA, MA ’91

This is a collection of poetry rooted in the analysis 
of self and of the self in relation to others. The book 
examines themes common to psychoanalysis and 
the meaning of being a writer/creator. Some poems 
provide a commentary about the act of writing and 
others delve into relationships and various psychological 
experiences. There are four sections: Self, Mother, 
Other and Lover. 
Available at www.bookwrangler.com.

The Dawning of Diversity: How
Chicanos Helped Change Stanford
Frank O. Sotomayor, MA ’67

If you want to know how and why the movement to 
diversify nearly all-white Stanford began during the 
turbulent 1960s, this is a “must read.” Activism by 
Black and Mexican American students frame this 
little-known history. In poignant recollections, 
Chicano alums recall their experiences of angst and 
joy, distress and romance, struggles to achieve goals 
and dreams that came true. A final chapter looks at 
Stanford’s race, ethnicity and gender diversity today.

Fiery Star: The Journals of 
Emma Rose Lightfoot
By Leslie Rivers, MFA ’ 72,  Winner National  
Indie Excellence Award

Fiery Star takes the reader into the rich and rugged 
world of 19th century California, and the lives of 
the actors who brought their art to the raw towns 
of the Gold Rush. The tour of the Star Troupe, with 
its young headliner Edwin Booth, begins well, but 
when the towns they play burn to the ground, the 
company is threatened by the rumor that Booth is 
the firebug. Based on a true story!  
www.leslieannrivers.com or order at Amazon.com

Mr. McCoodle Shares a Secret
By Melissa Kerry, pen name of Melissa Dagodag 
BA, MA ’91

This colorful picture book fosters emotional 
intelligence by prompting children to talk about and 
explore their feelings. It’s the story of a man who 
faces challenges identifying and expressing his 
feelings, who finally recognizes his fear and does 
not allow it to stop him from experiencing fun at a 
county fair. The main character has many animal 
friends and human friends of diverse backgrounds. 
Available at www.bookwrangler.com.

The Wrong Kind of Woman
By Sarah McCraw Crow, MA ’88

“A beautifully written exploration of loss, The 
Wrong Kind of Woman captures its characters  
on the cusp of social change. Sarah McCraw Crow 
deftly navigates the campus and national politics  
of the ’70s in a powerful, thought-provoking debut 
novel.”—Amy Meyerson, bestselling author of The 
Imperfects. A powerful exploration of what a 
woman can be when what she should be is no 
longer an option.

The Genesis of Technoscientific 
Revolutions: Rethinking the 
Nature and Nurture of Research
By Venkatesh Narayanamurti and Je!rey Y. Tsao, ’ 77

Research is a deeply human endeavor that must be 
nurtured to achieve its full potential. As with tending 
a garden, care must be taken to organize, plant, feed, 
and weed—and the manner in which this nurturing is 
done must be consistent with the nature of what is 
being nurtured. In this book the authors propose a 
new and holistic rethinking of the nature and 
nurturing of research.
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