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NORTH AVONDALE 
Welcomes You

GREG HOARD
Remembering "Arnie's Army"

FANTASTIC  
CINCINNATI KITCHENS

PR ESENTED BY



Visit TisdelDistributing.com for a complete list of dealers

7177 Central Parke Blvd.  n  Mason, Ohio 45040

513-339-0990

Over 160 appliances on display. Showcasing all of the newest appliances offered by Sub-Zero, Wolf, and ASKO, all designed within 
creative vignettes to help you make decisions about desired features and styling.

Tisdel Distributing, located in Mason, has served for more than 30 years as the midwest distributor for the best in appliances. Our goal 
is to help homeowners, kitchen designers and architects see and test the appliances in the showroom prior to selection. While Tisdel 
Distributing does not sell direct to consumers, we welcome appointments to preview the appliances within a friendly, knowledgeable 
environment. We then provide a list of dealers where you can purchase.

It’s an experience you will never forget. To find out more, to see a walking tour of the showroom, or to schedule an appointment, 
visit TisdelDistributing.com.

The only national appliance 
showroom in five states; 
ranked among the best  
in all 50.



GRAND KITCHEN SAVINGS

Now earn a $1,000 rebate,  
Wolf Gourmet products, or both

with the purchase of a Sub-Zero and  
Wolf qualifying appliance package.

See dealer for details, or go to: www.subzero-wolf.com/promotion
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BESTBEST

NOT MANY LUXURY LISTINGS SELL FOR $5,000, especially in the last quarter-century of their history, but in the core 
of Over-the-Rhine in Cincinnati, that’s often exactly what you’ll find. 

And in the case of this four-unit building in the center of one of the city’s oldest and most desirable neighborhoods, the 
phrase “location is everything” couldn’t ring any more true. 

Valerie Crow Jacobs and Vickie Thornton saw vibrant, energized OTR as the perfect place to not just invest in real estate, 
but to create a rental space dedicated to out-of-towners looking to enjoy some of the best features the city has to offer. After 
completing renovations that they say were 80 percent finished by the previous owner, the sisters listed the property on Airbnb 
and VRBO and quickly realized just how desirable their location was. 

“It’s incredible to see how many people want to be right here in the middle of everything,” Valerie said. “They want to go 
out and be out, and then have a home to come back to,” noting that there aren’t hotels within walking distance that serve the 
millennial crowd looking to enjoy a night in OTR. 

The previous owner had purchased the property in 2011, pouring his heart into renovating an old building in what he 
hoped would turn into a must-live neighborhood. At the time of purchase, the building was uninhabitable and the area’s 
revitalization still nascent. But by the end of his four-year tenure, the first- and third-floor units were finished and OTR was 
thriving — giving Vickie and Valerie two units to develop themselves in the heart of the city’s fastest growing neighborhood. 

There’s no place like 
home away from home

By Allyson Manet

Photo by Steve Ziegelmeyer
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BEST

“The exposed beams in the upstairs loft and the hardwood floors throughout are all original,” said Vickie, “which is really special 
in a home this old.” 

Built in 1880, the brick Italianate building is easy to find — tucked into a side street less than two blocks from such popular OTR 
spots as MOTR, Pontiac BBQ, Japp’s and Holtman’s Donuts — just a few of the reasons it draws such a high demand for weekend rental. 

“People stay here because they want to get out and do things, not because they want to be settled in making breakfast,” said Vickie 
from the small but tasteful kitchen in the upstairs, two-story loft unit. “They love the architecture, the design, but really — it’s about 
being close to the things they want to do.”

And with Washington Park, Cincinnati Music Hall, countless restaurants and bars and even Jack Casino within walking distance, 
options for entertainment abound. A quick hop onto a Red Bike or the Cincinnati Bell Connector and you’re in Findlay Market, or 
The Banks, or nearly anywhere in the heart of Cincinnati within minutes. 

Which, of course, is exactly what 20- and 30-somethings visiting Cincinnati are hoping for. But those aren’t the only people staying 
in the 136-year-old home. 

“We actually see a handful of families who rent the entire building for family gatherings and holidays — people who’d rather be 
under one roof than in four or five hotel rooms,” said Vickie. Valerie didn’t miss a beat, adding, “And corporate customers who stay 
regularly when they’re in town for business.” 

Regardless of why they’re visiting, the fact remains that people are traveling to Cincinnati — and in particular, to Over-the-Rhine. 
What was once dubbed the nation’s most dangerous neighborhood now welcomes visitors of all backgrounds and ages with open 
arms, thoughtfully prepared food, craft beers and donuts. For many out-of-towners, spending a day soaking in one-of-a-kind tastes 
and experiences just to return to a standard hotel room — no matter how luxurious —leaves a bit to be desired. Staying right in the 
heart of everything, in a space that maintains the integrity of the building while incorporating essential modern updates, keeps the 
authenticity of the visit alive. 

Listing on Airbnb has come with some life lessons for the sisters — much like learning how to be partners in real estate investment 
while staying on speaking terms as family — but they agree that the venture has been a very positive experience. They also agree that 
they’ve been pleasantly surprised by how respectful their visitors have been of the space. 

Perhaps because when where you’re staying feels like home — only better, because your home is not within throwing distance of a 
retro video game arcade —you treat it more like your own. 
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FEATURED HOME

JENNY SARVER
Agent
513-309-4343
Email: jsarver@comey.com

ABOUT THE HOUSE

• 1325 Clay Street, Over-the-Rhine
• Beautifully renovated 4-story multi-family unit
• Located in the heart of the thriving OTR entertainment district
• Many restored architectural finishes, including brick walls, fireplaces and exposed beams
• Owner can live in one unit and rent the others or easily convert into condos
• Qualifies for tax abatement
• Asking price: $598,000



Rediscover  
a Cincinnati  
style icon.

Fireplaces   Furniture   Unique Finds

117 West Fourth Street    Cincinnati, Ohio    45202     513-621-0620   bromwells.com


