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Destination / NHA TRANG
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From December 21,2022, Korean Air resumed
Thailand Vi operation of direct flights to Nha Trang.
Until February 26, 2023, flights will operate
Y 4times a week.
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From enchanting beaches and sun-kissed islands to historic sights and a vibrant downtown,
Nha Trang is ready to welcome families looking for a perfect getaway.
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Nha T/rzag |§§great place to enjoy water
such as parasailing.




NHA TRANG
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Children enjoying the sunshine from the deck of a boat
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Flyboarding is a water sport where a rider car linking Hon Tre Island with Nha Trang. VinWonders Nha Trang is a popular theme
is strapped to a board connected by a long

park attracting domestic and international

hose. visitors.
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Cerulean waters lap a dimpled crescent of golden sand. Daz-
zling sunshine illuminates a row of seafront high-rises. Hills on
the horizon promise a rugged and wild landscape. Such por-
trayals bring to mind Rio de Janeiro, Cape Town or even Mi-
ami. But deep in the Eastern Hemisphere lies another metro-
politan beach that rivals these better-known seaside cities.
Nha Trang (pronounced Nya Chang), a sunny city in Vietnam's
South Central Coast region, is blessed with an extraordinary
setting that would give any beach city a run for its money. And
yet an array of activities still tempts vacationers away from the
soft sand and warm waters. “This city has a little of everything
for the family on holiday,” says Kane Ho, who was born in Viet-
nam, raised in California and moved to Nha Trang in 2014 to
open LIVIN Barbeque. “Whether your family is looking to relax
or to be active, there are plenty of options.”

He's not wrong. Nha Trang is speckled with heritage, including
ancient temples and colorful pagodas. It has a lively restaurant
scene, offering spreads of local seafood and tasty home favor-
ites. And close to the city center lie mud baths, theme parks
and golf courses. With so many reasons to do nothing but so

many things to do, Nha Trang is becoming an increasingly

MORNINGCALM 66/67

=
ol
e
g
E]
Z
Z
°




NHA TRANG
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An American barbeque spread at a
popular hipster hangout in Nha Trang
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Banh can (rice flour pancakes) being
cooked in little circular clay pans
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A reclining Buddha statue at Long Son
Pagoda, a Buddhist temple built in 1886
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Vietnamese coffee is an intensely
strong coffee sweetened with con-
densed milk.
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Po Nagar Temple, built by the Champa
Kingdom during the 8t to 13th centuries
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popular destination for vacationing families. According to
Amadeus, which tracks travel trends, multigenerational travel
is on the rise. This trend only increases the focus on Nha

Trang.

Sun, Sand and Sea

The light surely shines brightest on the beach, with year-round
calm waters ideal for young children learning to swim. Laid-
back beachside bars such as Sailing Club Nha Trang sit right
on the sand and make moving between a cocktail and the sea
deliciously easy, while older kids and active vacationers can
try their hand at paragliding, jet skiing, kite surfing, snorkeling
and scuba diving.

Accessible by cable car is Hon Tre, an island packed with en-
tertainment. Kids of all ages will find something to tell their
friends back home about at VinWonders, with a sky wheel,
roller coasters and water slides, or in the World Garden, fea-
turing glass domes and outdoor gardens with trees and flow-
ers from across the globe. There's also an 18-hole golf course

surrounded by scenic hillside jungles.
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City Sights and Delightful Bites

Back on the mainland, heritage awaits. Sitting on a pictur-
esque hill in northern Nha Trang, the centuries-old Po Nagar
Cham Towers, built to honor Hindu gods, are some of the
best-preserved temples in the country. Closer to downtown is
the 20th century Nha Trang Stone Church, and the Long Son
Pagoda, with a huge, seated Buddha. After a day of seeing the
sights, Thap Ba mud baths provide a place to unwind.
Alongside the emblematic sights, sounds and smells of urban
Vietnam — roaring motorbikes, streetside cafés and bustling
markets — there's an increasingly cosmopolitan side to this
dynamic country. LIVIN Barbeque serves up mouthwatering
American barbeque, while family-owned La Cala crafts au-
thentic Italian pizza and pasta. To sample Vietnam’s world-fa-
mous coffee, as well as tropical fruit juice and creamy milk-
shakes, there are designer coffee shops such as AN Café.

Nha Trang's small size and diverse offerings mean that it has
all the ingredients to cook up a fun-filled family holiday. Kane
Ho sums up the character of the city perfectly: “It's the weath-
er, the allure of a small beach town and a slower, more relaxed

life with all the amenities of a big city.”
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A group of people enjoying a meal
at LIVIN Collective in downtown
Nha Trang
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Skylight Nha Trang, a rooftop bar
with a 360° view of the city
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Scooters are a popular means of
transport in Nha Trang and other
parts of Vietnam.
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Downtown (Tran Phu Street and the streets behind it) has accommodation
to suit all budgets, from friendly guesthouses to five-star resorts. Hon Tre

Island and Cam Ranh (close to the airport) have various properties.
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For the local specialty nem nuong (grilled pork with rice paper and greens),
head to Nem Nuong Dang Van Quyen. For the city’'s famous bun ca (fish

noodle soup), head to Bun Ca Nguyen Loan.
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Ba Ho Waterfalls, 25km north of Nha Trang, has natural waterfalls, rock

pools and an inflatable obstacle course. For a trip away from the coast,

head to Dalat, a charming mountain town three hours west of Nha Trang.
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