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ABSTRACT 
With increasing pressure from the Washington 
State Legislature, College in the High School has 
undergone some major funding and standards 
revisions. With the adoption of the College in the 
High School Rules this summer, obtaining 
NACEP accreditation is even more prudent than 
ever.  
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EWU IN THE HIGH SCHOOL AND NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF CONCURRENT 
ENROLLMENT PARTNERSHIPS(NACEP) ACCREDITATION 

Washington State and College in the High School  
In 2015 the Washington State Legislature radically changed the funding model for concurrent enrollment. 

What was previously called Running Start in the High School was dismantled and a funding mechanism was 
established to fund College in the High School. The Washington Student Achievement Council along with OSPI, 
Council of Presidents, the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges as well as other stakeholders were 
tasked with creating the rules governing College in the High School. The final rules WAC 392-725 (Appendix A), 
which took effect on July 28, 2016, will require College in the High School programs to either become NACEP 
accredited or apply for state authorization annually. The criteria for state authorization mirror the majority of the 
NACEP standards and requirements that are used for accreditation.  

College in the High School Rules 
WAC 392-725-120 outlines the demonstration and reporting requirements for College in the High School 

program. The rules clearly state that NACEP accreditation is recommended. As a condition of eligibility, 
institutions of higher education must provide an annual report consisting of evidence that the required NACEP 
(now state standards) are met using the same evidence as required by NACEP for accreditation. This annual report 
will be due no later than July 1st of each year. However, if an institution is NACEP accredited then they will be 
exempt from this annual report. The specific NACEP standards that the State will be monitoring through this 
annual report are: a) student standards, b) curriculum and assessment standards, c) faculty standards, and d) 
evaluation standards. These standards can be found in Appendix A for Washington State’s version and Appendix 
B for the official NACEP standards and evidence.  

What is NACEP? 
The National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships (NACEP) is the national umbrella 

organization for concurrent enrollment programs. They are the accrediting body for concurrent enrollment 
programs and has been the national forum for concurrent enrollment for 20 years. There are currently 98 
accredited programs in 48 states including 27 four-year public universities. In the State of Washington only two 
programs are currently accredited, University of Washington’ s UW in the High School (2007) and Everett 
Community College’s College in the High School (2014). In Figure 1 states that have accredited programs are 
highlighted.  
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Figure 1. National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships. (2016). Map of States with NACEP-Accredited 
Programs. From National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships. Retrieved from 
http://www.nacep.org/release_2016_newly_accredited_programs/. 

NACEP is clear that they are clearly separate from other forms of dual credit such as Running Start or AP 
programs. They solely represent and set standards for concurrent enrollment courses taught on the high school 
campus by college-approved high school teachers. They are leaders in research and policy formation nationally and 
act as a lobbying group for national policy. They also provide research grants and have a clearinghouse of research 
for concurrent enrollment.   

Why NACEP Accreditation is Important? 
Since 2004, NACEP has served as a national accrediting body for concurrent enrollment partnership 

programs. Accreditation is only awarded after a comprehensive peer review by a team of experienced 
representatives of NACEP-accredited concurrent enrollment programs. Through NACEP-accreditation, 
concurrent enrollment programs demonstrate that they have met the 17 standards (Appendix B) of quality set by 
NACEP. NACEP accreditation serves as a guarantee that the accredited partnerships meet rigorous standards and 
distinguishes a concurrent enrollment program from other programs as an aid to students and families in choosing 
a concurrent enrollment program.  
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Deadlines, Eligibility, and Costs 
Deadlines 

The deadlines for the 2016-17 accreditation cycle have not yet been released, however, they will be similar 
to the past deadlines. In 2015-16 there were 2 deadlines. One was the Intent to Seek NACEP Accreditation. 
Institutions wanting to pursue accreditation must submit an electronic Intent by January 29, 2016. The second 
deadline is the date that all accreditation materials must be submitted for review. This past year that deadline was 
July 1, 2016.  

Eligibility 
NACEP has outlined 7 minimum criteria and suggests a minimum 1-year self-study review before applying.  

● Is a Post-secondary Institutional Member of NACEP in good standing. CEP programs that are not 
currently members of NACEP must also complete a New Member Application. 

● Is operated by an institution of higher education accredited by a U.S. Department of 
Education-recognized Regional Institutional Accrediting Agency. 

● Is operated by an institution authorized or licensed by the state agency for higher education in any state or 
country where it offers concurrent enrollment. 

● Has continuously offered NACEP-defined concurrent enrollment courses for at least five consecutive 
school years. 

● Has implemented the policies and procedures described in all NACEP standards prior to applying. 
● Can submit documentation that the practices described in the standards were in place during the 

preceding school year. 
● Can submit completed program evaluation reports for each survey type identified in the Evaluation 

Standards of E2, E3, and E4. 

EWU in the High School currently meets each of the 7 criteria listed; however, a 1-year self-study would be 
prudent in making sure that each standard as sufficient required evidence.  

Costs 
The 2016 explanation of fees for accreditation in Table 1 are the same as the past two years. The costs to 

become accredited are minimal (NACEP, 2016). EWU in the High School is a current member of NACEP. Once 
accredited, the concurrent enrollment program must remain a NACEP member in good standing.  
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Table 1 

Accreditation Fees for 2016  

●   Initial Accreditation  Reaccreditation 

Intent to Apply Fee  $100  $100 

Application Processing Fee  $400  $300 

 

Annual Fee for Accredited Members  $200 

 

NACEP may request a site visit during the accreditation process although they typically do not. If such a 
site visit is requested, the institution will be expected to pay for travel and lodging for members of the review team.  

Steps to Become Accredited 
Self-Study 

There are 4 steps in becoming accredited by NACEP. The first step is to spend a year and complete a 
detailed self-study. During the self-study, programs should assemble a team of individuals involved in concurrent 
enrollment from a variety of perspectives (NACEP, 2016). This can include program staff, faculty, registrar’s 
office, academic affairs, and institutional research, etc. The team completing the self-study should review the 
manner in which the program implements all of the standards, develop implementation plans for standards not yet 
in place, and identify the evidence and documentation necessary to complete the application.  

File Intent Form and Undergo Candidacy Review 
The second step in the accreditation process is to complete the Intent Form and pay the initial $100.00. 

This form must be submitted in the same year as the accreditation package will be submitted. This submission 
triggers a Candidacy Review. The full list of questions as well as other considerations are found in the NACEP 
Accreditation Guide available on the NACEP website http://www.nacep.org/accreditation/forms-resources/. 

Prepare and Submit a Completed Accreditation Application 
The accreditation application usually takes 4-6 months to prepare. NACEP only accepts electronic 

application using the provided forms. Once NACEP receives the application, the program will be invoiced the 
$400.00 application fee.  A complete application consists of: 
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● A program description, including a description of the university or college context within which 
the program operates 

● A complete NACEP cover sheet for each standard, explaining how the applicant fulfills the 
standard and describing the evidence submitted 

● Evidence showing the program meets or exceeds each NACEP standard. The evidence includes 
comprehensive descriptions with contextual detail as well as sample documents illustrating that 
appropriate processes, policies and procedures are in place to ensure continued implementation. 

Peer Review 
Under the guidance of a member of the Accreditation Commission, applications are reviewed by 

three-person peer review teams who report their findings to the Accreditation Commission.  The Commission 
votes on all decisions regarding granting or denying accreditation. 

Each application is initial reviewed for completeness before being assigned to a Review Committee. If the 
application is complete and deemed ready for submission the Review Team will review the application. Based on 
their initial review of the application, the Peer Review Team will request clarification and additional 
documentation.  

After the review of the application, the Peer Review Team with conduct and interview with the applicant. 
This interview can either be in person at the NACEP National Conference or via 
teleconferencing/videoconferencing.  

Once the review is complete, the assigned Accreditation Commissioner presents the findings of the Peer 
Review Team and a recommendation to the NACEP Accreditation Commission for a vote at an April 
Commission meeting.  

Next Steps 
As an institution and program, EWU and EWU in the High School need to determine if NACEP 

Accreditation is a good choice. If the decision is to proceed then a self-study needs to be conducted. The first step 
would be identifying the self-study committee and begin the process. If the committee determines the EWU in the 
High School is ready to proceed then file the Intent in 2018, if not then the program will need to implement 
needed changes and file the Intent in 2019.  

Recommendations 
As program director, I feel that we should proceed with the accreditation process after a self-study. Since 

we have already implemented many of the pieces that were missing when I became director, I feel that the 
self-study should be pretty simple and will not take an entire year.  

Additionally, I feel that to have the most complete and consistent application, we should have a person 
dedicated to compiling the materials needed for the application. This person would work directly with the program 
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director and other campus entities to complete each piece of evidence. This person could be someone already on 
staff such as Ashley Stettler who is already in charge of EWU’s state authorization and SARA programs, or could 
be a GSA or intern from Public Policy, or a part-time hire.  

Conclusion 
NACEP accreditation is a needed step in ensuring we have a nationally recognized program and to ensure 

our students, families, and receiving institutions that the college courses being taught in our high schools do meet 
the rigorous standards of a traditional EWU course. Additionally, with the new state authorization process 
becoming a comprehensive annual report it seems only prudent to spend the time completing an accreditation 
package. With either the accreditation or the annual authorization, an additional staff member will need to help 
collect and assemble the required evidence. It only makes sense to spend the time in man-hours in doing what is 
best for the EWU in the High School program now and in the future.  
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