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General News Story: 
 

An academic advisor at Pitt said the political science department spent several years 

perfecting the new analysis-based major to ensure a more valuable, useful and relevant education 

for students in the field. 

In an effort to address widespread confusion surrounding the changes to the major, 

political science professors and advisors, Andrew Lotz and Meredith Long, held a meeting in the 

William Pitt Union Assembly Room for all undergraduate students. They each took turns going 

over a virtual presentation that covered the reasons behind the change, who the changes will 

affect and the requirements for the new major.  

“The change is meant to put skills in students’ toolbox so that everyone who graduates 

with a political science degree has at least one research analysis skill that they can point to with 

an employer,” Lotz said.  

Lotz said the department initiated the change in response to a growing shift in career 

paths from Pitt’s political science graduates. Whereas two-thirds of Pitt’s political science majors 

used to go to law school, the majority of those students now seek careers in policy and office. 

The new analytical approach aims to better prepare students for a more eclectic range of 

politically oriented careers. 

“Analysis is about consideration of data,” Lotz said, “Analysis courses refer to classes 

that will teach students specific data analysis skills, most of which will be highly quantitative.” 
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In order to obtain a better grasp on how to prepare students in the field, the political 

science department spoke to Pitt political science graduates and researched similar programs at 

other universities. The department spent the last three years refining this curriculum by providing 

workshops and specialized training for professors, Lotz said.  

Michaël Aklin, the director of undergraduate studies and a political science 

professor, said the new major equally prepares students for law school if that’s their 

ultimate plan. The analysis based courses serve more as an added supplement that 

broadens the possibilities of other options.  

“The application of this may include asking students to analyze real survey data to 

make recommendations about climate change or gender inequality,” Aklin said. 

Without completely discarding these forms of evaluation, the new major attempts 

to move farther away from a model solely based on the assessment of exams or essays. 

The analytical approach does not solely equate to empirical or statistical analysis, but 

aims towards a logical building of arguments overall. The new curriculum will include 

more projects that allow students to use a more comprehensive analytical skill set, Aklin 

said. 

“It’s about learning how to translate political and social science research in a way 

that’s accessible to a broader audience,”Aklin said.  

Lotz said that the department will most likely add new analysis courses in the next few 

years. However, as of now, the department merely incorporated the analysis component to 

existing classes, like Coding and Computation for Social Science or Strategy and Games of 

Politics.  
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“I’m the least mathy person in the room and I still teach one of these classes,” Lotz said 

in an attempt to put some students’ concerns at ease. 

In order to help students visualize the changes, Long and Lotz pulled up the new and old 

requirements on the projector and took turns explaining the exact changes, which only apply to 

students that did not declare a political science major before August 26th, 2019. However, 

students that declared before this date have the option to follow the new major if they want to.  

Lotz said the new major has minimal differences from the old one and still requires a 

total of thirty-three credits. Students still have to take one of each of the five core courses, which 

include: American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, Political Theory and 

Research Methods. Student also still have to select a primary field to take at least three upper 

level classes and a capstone in one of those five areas of study.  

Lotz said the main change to the major resides in the new breadth and analysis 

requirement. Students now have to take one analysis course in their primary field, or one 

political methodology course, which can count as one of their breadth courses. The breadth 

requirement allows students to take a minimum of three upper level classes in any area they 

choose, instead of requiring two upper level classes in a secondary field, which the old major 

required, Lotz said. 

“We think about it as breadth and depth,” Lotz said. “We wanted to give students more 

control and flexibility in choosing classes that interest them.''  

Daniella Paxman, a third-year political science student, said that the removal of a 

secondary field requirement was the right move, but still felt relieved that she declared her major 

before the cutoff date.  
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“I don’t love the sound of data analysis so I’m glad I dodged a bullet on that one,” 

Paxman said. 

At the end of the meeting, Lotz and Long thanked students for attending and stayed after 

to answer any additional questions or concerns. They also passed around a sign-in sheet so that 

students who attended the meeting could register for classes without having to schedule an 

individual session with the advisors. 

“You’re obviously still welcome to make an appointment with either of us at anytime,” 

Long said. “We’re here to help you.” 
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