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 In Eric Jourdan’s, Wicked Angels, cousins Gerard and Pierre narrate the story of their 

passionate love life which eventually leads to their demise. Their love originally begins as a 

tender and romantic relationship filled with excitement as they discover their newfound sense of 

sexuality. However, as the story progresses, outside factors are inserted into their relationship, 

which complicates the new romance. The disapproval of Gerard and Pierre’s fathers causes them 

to enter a secretive and forbidden relationship, causing a decline in their romance. In addition, 

the rape and bullying of Gerard introduces an element of jealousy and fear which results in their 

demise. All of these stressors cause strain on the relationship, which results in an increasingly 

violent and abusive sexual routine. Eventually, their love is so compressed by their struggles that 

their physical entity is no longer able to exist under the abusive conditions that they have created. 

Through the transgression of their sex life, Gerard and Pierre demonstrate the weight external 

pressures can carry in a new relationship. Originally, it is defined by passionate and tender 

encounters, and then transpires into violence and abuse, which eventually results in their demise. 

 Although they originally recall a deeply romanticized experience of a passionate and 

lusty first love, the factor of homosexuality adds an added amount of pressure from the 

beginning of their relationship. As they discover their homosexuality, they are filled with 

excitement and a newfound desire to experiment with each other. The beginning of their 

relationship is particularly exaggerated, from their very first sexual encounter when Pierre 

recounts that his, “face kissed so much, that it seemed to be made out of ten thousand mouths” 

(Jourdan, 9). This explosion of emotion is particularly present in their sex life as they partake in 

especially tender and compassionate encounters. Their first embrace brought on, “the first day of 

the world”, as their lives were completely reinvented after falling in love. They even take a new 

interest in poetry, which helps them express the intense and deep love they share for one another.  
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They are so blinded by the power of their initial love that they ignore the emotional baggage it 

carries with it. Nonetheless, this tension derived from their unacceptable discovery of 

homosexuality is present from the beginning, when Pierre states that, “Gerard had a mean beauty 

that could be sensed, even when he was napping” (Jourdan, 2). The juxtaposition between the 

consecutive use of the word, ‘mean’ and ‘beauty’ conveys the pre-existing stigma that surrounds 

their relationship. While they are madly in love, they are resentful of one another for revealing 

the unfortunate truth of their sexuality. This displays the conflicting emotions that they possess 

from their early days, which overtime manifests. Even in their passionate encounters, Pierre 

acknowledges, “never had [his] heart been larger, and never had joy been so close to physical 

pain”(Jourdan, 9). This is particularly compelling because it shows the embodiment of pain in 

their love from the beginning. In psychologist Claire Pajaczkowska and Ivan Ward’s, Shame and 

Sexuality, the linkage of shame and sexuality is said to be developed in early childhood. They 

emphasize that, “the traumatic effects of the impossibility of fulfilling idealized parental 

wishes…[is] powerful constantly impinges on the child’s and the adult’s effort to maintain 

acceptable or tolerable representations” (Pajączkowska, Ward, 62). This can easily be applied to 

Pierre and Gerard’s case. If they had been questioning their different sexuality from childhood, it 

makes sense that when they eventually expressed their homosexuality, they were enveloped in 

deep shame, guilt, and humiliation for their homosexuality. This dual love is beautiful, yet 

increasingly toxic as it continues to develop, because of the unaddressed and underlying shame 

and guilt that embodies their relationship. acknowledges this when he states that their, “mutual 

desire to be indispensable to the other made [them] almost as if [they] were rivals” (Jourdan, 3). 

This is especially compelling because it exhibits the underlying bitterness that the two hold for 

each other. Pierre and Gerard are almost angry because of how enthralled they are for one 
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another. They desire to be free again, but the meeting of one another will condemn them to a life 

where they will be subject to each other. They are “incapacitated” (Jourdan, 3), by the existence 

of one another, and they will never return to their natural unbothered state again.  

 As Gerard and Pierre’s relationship progresses, the conflict of familial ties elicits an 

additional accepted fathers, causing them to enter a forbidden and secretive love which restricts 

their interactions. Their exclusive bubble of lust is first broken when they are interrupted by 

reality and Pierre is literally and figuratively, “slapped” so hard, it, “knocked [him] 

backward”(Jourdan, 13). It is in this scene that the doubt they originally expressed is finally 

brought to life. The fact that they are unaccepted by virtually everyone in their lives causes them 

to feel oppressed, and restrict their interactions in public settings. The title, ‘Wicked Angels’, 

portrays this demonized love that is characterized by their homosexuality and genetic relation to 

each other. Psychologist David Greenberg’s scholarly article, explains that, at the time, “most 

scholarly discussions of homosexuality were medical or psychiatric”(Greenberg, 3), and focused 

on their preventions and treatments. This summarizes the kind of negative stigma that 

surrounded their love for each other. This poses an extreme amount of pressure on their 

newfound relationship because they can only be themselves when they are in private settings. 

For a couple that is just discovering their sexuality, as well as experiencing such a powerful and 

mystifying love, this secrecy becomes suffocating for the two of them. Sigmund Freud, a world 

renowned psychologist who thoroughly studied sexuality, often finds roots of psychological 

issues in sexual repression. Infact, his theory about sexual repression has been summarized as, 

“the chief psychological problem of mankind”, and its suppression in childhood often “manifests 

in adulthood” (Wilf Hey).  As a homosexual couple, this repression is even more prevalent 

because Gerard and Pierre are only entering a sexual relationship for the first time as late 
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teenagers, without ever have experienced any encounters previously, or having ever expressed 

their homosexual thoughts. Gerard’s father created, “an insurmountable barrier” (Jourdan, 31), 

that was equivalent to keeping them physically imprisoned because their emotional connection 

was so strong and unexpressed. As time goes on, this begins to weigh down on both Gerard and 

Pierre. It is after their first encounter, they begin to desire and foreshadow death. Pierre reveals 

that a, “delicious fatigue crushed every part of [his] body” (Jourdan, 12). This is indicative of the 

depression the two start to face. They lose their romantic passion and begin to feel exhausted by 

the boundaries of their love life. This creates the basis of their unhealthy relationship. 

 Furthermore, Gerard and Pierre reach a turning point when the Decazes boys attack 

Gerard, and their relationship becomes completely consumed by violence and jealousy. After 

already experiencing harsh disapproval from their families, the attack from the Decazes boys 

becomes unmanageable. Not only is Gerard attacked and raped, but because their love is 

forbidden, Pierre cannot fully protect him. Since he cannot end the pain, he seeks to embody it 

instead. Their love escalates to such an extreme level that Pierre wants, “to be [Gerard]” 

(Jourdan, 45). They have become so obsessive because of their imposed restriction that they 

desire to be each other, because experiencing one another is so difficult to attain. Pierre 

confesses he is, “jealous of what those guys did” (Jourdan, 52), because someone else was able 

to share an experience with Gerard, even though it was rape. This puts an inextinguishable 

amount of stress on the relationship. Psychologist Brian Spitzberg and William Cupach’s novel, 

The Dark Side of Close Relationships, explores the topic of jealousy, and the overwhelming 

toxicity of the emotion. They give insight on the power of the emotion and discuss the common 

response of, “extreme devastation, which includes feeling helpless, insecure, confused, 

inadequate, fearful, anxious, depressed, and exploited” (Spitzberg, Cupach, 45) This can be 
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debilitating, especially for such a new and already repressed relationship; and while it can lead to 

anger and fear, it can also cause a heightened sense of sexual arousal or passion. Pierre and 

Gerard definitely experience this, although since the anger and fear aspect of the jealousy is so 

strong, this arousal becomes expressed through violence in the bedroom. Following this event, 

violence and abuse consumes their sex life. Since compassionate, “touch did not satisfy” 

(Jourdan, 53) two anymore, the two transition to violence. Since they are forced to constantly 

oppress their love for eachother, and fear and jealousy have overpowered their relationship, they 

are no longer satisfied by merely pleasurable sexual interactions. As opposed to reading poetry, 

“the noise of [their] blows united [them] as if [they’d] been making love” (Jourdan, 60).  The 

differing implications of the words, ‘blows’ and ‘love’ present the dichotomy that has embodied 

love and violence within the same sphere. While their love was originally built on mild 

resentment, they are now vengeful towards one another for forsaking this kind of life upon each 

other– one consumed with hate, rejection, and humiliation from their closest ones.  

The repression imposed upon Gerard and Pierre from the negative external forces in their 

lives eventually causes so much pain that their only escape is death. Following the rape of 

Gerard, their relationship becomes so toxic that it drains all happiness from their lives. They are 

not only suffocated by the secrecy of their relationship, but they are exhausted from having to 

endure the pain their love causes to each other. They want to feel everything– pain, pleasure, 

satisfaction, and frustration– and their bodies cannot withhold the strength of all of these 

conflicting desires. They are no longer happy together, and their relationship becomes entranced 

with sadness and pain. Through conducting an experiment with victims of domestic violence, 

Psychologists’ Donald Dutton and Susan Painter’s developed a theory of, “traumatic bonding”, 

which explains, “attachment is strengthened by intermittent abuse”, contrary to most theories 
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which suggests attachment increases with positive treatment of a partner. This theory correlates 

with the behavioral patterns of Pierre and Gerard. In fact they abuse each other as a way to feel 

closer to one another. They seek to be with each other in a way where they can fully be 

themselves without the concern of others; but they know this is not possible in the world they 

live in because there is an inevitable, “presentiment of unhappiness” (Jourdan, 57) due to the 

conditions that confine their relationship. They have entered a state of depression, in which the 

violence becomes a sort of cathartic release for the two. However, this is not sustainable long 

term.  Following on their violent sexual encounters, Pierre makes an exclamatory statement that 

he, “wants to die”(Jourdan, 61). Following this statement, the end of their relationship is 

expedited. Eventually, this cycle of abuse is terminated when Gerard decides to beat Pierre in 

response to all the times he has been beaten. While they love each other, pain has become an 

aspect of their toxic intertwined romance. It is not until they both die, that they are able to feel at 

peace with their love.  

 In the final analysis, Gerard and Pierre exhibit the negative impact of outside sources can 

be destructive in a new relationship– especially one characterized by such a powerful sense of 

love. While their relationship was first defined by high excitement and passion for their new 

love, the familial disapproval and peer attacks caused an immeasurable amount of stress that 

strained the relationship in a way that it could no longer return to its old state. The secrecy 

combined with fear and jealousy essentially altered their relationship and confined it in violent 

and abusive terms. Eventually, their conflicting desires and constant torment from inside and 

outside the relationship caused their mutual demise. While they could not live apart, their life 

together was equally destructive and did not warrant a plausible future for them. If they had not 
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experienced the initial pressure on the foundation of their relationship, they would not have 

suffered as much.  
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