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By ALICE CARTER
Kingston University’s sexual health 

centre is closed this academic year due 
to reduced NHS funding.

Students who were previously able 
to visit the sexual health centre dis-
creetly must now book appointments 
through the University GP for advice 
or sexual health screenings.

A KU spokeswoman: “To increase 
the number of appointments available, 
the practice has extended the hours 

of nurse appointments by 1.5 hours  
a day.” 

The LGBTQ+ society at KU holds 
regular safe sex talks and often encour-
ages students to get tested at the centre.

The society’s president Jack Bridger 
said: “We’re losing out [on] easy ac-
cess to getting tested which was one 
of the defining facts of the AIDS crisis. 
We couldn’t get the help, and people 
couldn’t get informed so this closure 
is very damaging to our communi-

ty and the student body as a whole,”  
Bridger added.

The spokeswoman said that students 
wishing to access a walk-in sexual 
health clinic can visit The Wolverton 
Centre at Kingston Hospital.

Bridger is concerned that there will 
be an increase in waiting times and a 
higher number of appointments.

 “They’re both in high demand and 
require appointments well in advance 
with very little walk in’s available, and 

ultimately this will put people off when 
you make it less convenient.

“I don’t think they realise the 
impact this will have. 

“Students will be less likely to 
get tested. Just having a place to go 
for a way to get informed is vital, 
knowledge saves lives and keeps 
us healthy,” he added.

Free chlamydia and gonorrhoea 
testing kits are available at the sur-
gery reception counter.

Sexual health centre closed for academic year

By NATALIE CROOKHAM
Kingston University has denied 
delays to the Town House build 
despite previously advertising 
completion for September 2019.

The multi-million-pound land-
mark building on Penrhyn Road is 
now set to open in January 2020, 
four months behind schedule.

A Kingston University spokes-
woman said: “It is anticipated that the 
building will open for staff and stu-
dents use after the Christmas and New 
Year holiday period on January 6.”

Some students are disappoint-
ed by the delay as they had hoped 
to be using the space already.

Media skills student Josh Bennett 
was expecting the project to be com-
pleted for his arrival at KU and said: 

“I was definitely looking forward to 
using the new spaces in the Town 
House. As a creative student, the en-
vironment of which you work has a 
huge impact on the creative process.”

The Town House building will 
provide a modern learning environ-
ment which includes a new library, 
300 seat multimedia auditorium and 
rehearsal space for dance courses.

Social areas available to students, 
staff, alumni and the public include a 
covered courtyard, multiple cafes, land-
scaped grounds and space for events.

Second-year dance student 
Nikhita Nistala said: “I was look-
ing forward to classes in there. I 
was hoping to have at least one 
year in there before graduating.”

The LRC has been inconvenienced 

too as they were unable to move into 
the spacious facilities on the upper 
floors of the new build over the summer.

In preparation for the move, the li-
brary has removed many books from 
the LRC shelves, and students are 
having difficulty accessing resources.

Library assistant Aniqa Khan said: 
“It is making things a bit more hec-
tic. Obviously, if we could have 
managed to do the move over the 
summer, we would not have to be 
working extra hard to make sure 
it does not disrupt the students.”

Planning permission was granted in 
2015, and demolition started in 2017.

From November work will be-
gin to install a range of technolo-
gy, furniture, signage and fixtures.

KU deny Town House delay despite 2019 promise
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By AIMEE MILLER
Student campaigner demands KU 
accommodate transgender students 
better, despite the opening of new 
gender-neutral toilets. 

Abigail Grant, Kingston student 
and board member in Amnesty Inter-
national UK, feels that nothing has 
changed with the addition of the new 
toilets.

Grant said: “KU needs to do a lot 
more to increase the amount of GN 
toilets, and also the visibility and 
cleanliness of them.”

Knights Park has 16 cubicles, and 
five more will be in the new Town 
House building. 

Grant finds the additions long   
overdue after two years since the ini-
tial trial started.

Grant said: “The GN toilets in Pen-
rhyn are a disgrace. They are hidden 
away in the library without any ap-
propriate signage.”

Last January Grant submitted a pe-
tition to the Student Union demand-
ing GN toilets in every university 
building.

She says the additional toilets 
would improve inclusivity, and 
“more importantly, accessibility, 
making sure our fellow students feel 
comfortable and should not be in 
fear of being verbally or physically 
abused for having to choose a bath-
room.”

A spokesperson for the University 
said: “Following positive feedback 
from students and staff, plans were 
put in place to develop other similar 
facilities around the University.”

Students fed up as Knights Park 
refurbishment delay continues

KU student demands 
gender-neutral toilets

By AIMEE MILLER and MARY 
MANN
Students are fed up over delayed 
Knights Park refurbishments as work-
spaces continue to be disrupted.

 According to the Kingston Univer-
sity website the developments had ini-
tially been estimated to finish in 2019, 
but are now rumoured to be completed 
by October 2020.

Fourth-year fine art and art history 
student Faith McKie said: “The 3D 
workshop is an integral element of 
Knights Park campus and for every 
course not just fine art. We use it dai-
ly, and without it open, it feels like my 
work has been forced to a standstill 
while we wait.

“For fine art, your practice could lit-
erally be anything, you can make an-
ything you want, and some of us rely 
heavily on the machines, materials, and 
tools from the workshop in order to 
construct our work.”

The University said the develop-
ments will enrich student learning ex-
periences and maintain the University’s 
award-winning status. 

Additional routes to classrooms, the 
library and the student bar created with 
the intention to ease student mobility 
on campus have instead made it harder  
for students. 

The 22-year-old art student added: 

“We can’t access the campus easily. 
The direct route from our studios in the 
Avionics building (behind Middle Mill 
halls) has been completely blocked off. 
We have to take a side passage round to 
the front of the building rather than be-

ing able to enter where the workshops 
are at the back. Which if you’re carry-
ing heavy materials or artwork, it’s a 
struggle.”

Third-year graphic design student 
Linda Harmaala said: “It’s a bit of a 

labyrinth if you don’t know where 
you’re going. I don’t know if that will 
change when the renovations finish.”

Construction began in 2017, and 
KSA students have been studying 
alongside the construction work  
ever since.

McKie said: “It’s ridiculous that 
it’s not finished yet. I remember con-
struction starting in the latter half of 
my second year, and since then I have 
studied abroad for a whole year, re-
turned for my final year, and it’s still  
not finished.”

Students are particularly worried 
over whether the work will be finished 
in time for the degree show, as spacing 
and visibility plays an important role in 
their artwork. 

However, third-year illustration and 
animation student Emily Noyce re-
mains positive: “I’m not annoyed that 
I don’t have access to it, because if the 
University is trying to improve itself, 
that’s a good thing.” 

The £30m refurbishment itself 
serves to be a multifunctional edition 
to the campus. 

A KU spokesperson said: 
“This work is part of a larger  
transformation programme intended to  
enhance students’ teaching and learn-
ing at the University.”
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