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By Jacquel ine Conciatore

S ometimes a journalist has to be resourceful. As in, finding a way to film hundreds 
of people sans pants, riding the New York subway. Film crews, of course, aren’t 
supposed to board trains to film the annual “No Pants Subway Ride.” That would 
tip off unsuspecting commuters and ruin the joke. Digital journalist Andante Hig-

gins (CAU ’02), covering the flash mob for NYPost.com, solved that problem by filming 
with his Blackberry.

 “In this business you have to know when to play by the rules,” he says, laughing.
The San Francisco-born Higgins has been in the business since he was an undergraduate 

at Clark Atlanta, interning at CNN. His résumé includes stints traveling with Arizona Sena-
tor John McCain’s presidential campaign and with Katie Couric at CBS. His portfolio is 
wide-ranging — hence the subway ride story — but it also evidences a strong commitment 
to supporting the African-American community through journalism.

Higgins already had his eye on a TV news career when he transferred to Clark Atlanta 
from the City College of San Francisco in 1998. He’d taken a class in critical television view-
ing and it sparked a new dream. At the time he was working for the Breakthrough Founda-
tion, which served youth at risk. He’d been appointed by the city to its Delinquency Preven-
tion Commission, serving as the commission’s youngest president. But then he thought 
that journalism, with its ability to reach large audiences, might be the way he could make a 
difference. Higgins applied to and was accepted at Clark Atlanta, and declared mass com-
munication as his major, with a focus on radio and TV production.

Today some of his strongest memories of undergraduate life are of sitting on the steps of 
the university’s news center wearing a shirt and tie, but jeans and Timberland boots, below 
camera level. 

“I definitely had the TV news bug,” he says. “I was hanging out in the mass communica-
tions department. I learned how to edit, how to use cameras, how to write programs.”

His CNN internship led to his first broadcast story about the untimely death of R&B art-
ist and actress Aaliyah. The piece featured “man-on-the-street” interviews, movie and other 
footage, plus Higgins’ stand-up narration. Was he nervous? Not so much, he says. He was 
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Digital journalist andante higgins has an impressive résumé and a commitment 
to helping the african-american community through his work.

A versatile newsman
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Today Higgins lives in a reno-
vated brownstone in Harlem near the 
Apollo Theater. He juggles freelance 
assignments for CBS and other cli-
ents, often working 7-day weeks. He 
does some producing of corporate 
videos, and he joined BET News, 
where he helped launch the news 
show  Weekly with Ed Gordon  (cur-
rently on hiatus). One of his recent 
projects was a BET Christmas special, 
for which he served as floor producer.

“we do more than that,  
don’t we?”
In all of his network news assign-
ments, Higgins says, he tries to advo-
cate for accurate, representative cov-
erage of the black community. 

“It’s one of the reasons I got into 
the business. Back home in San Fran-
cisco, I knew when I watched the tele-
vision news at night, whenever I saw 
black men, we were being dragged 
away in handcuffs. And we do more 
than that, don’t we?”

So despite warnings from some 
that for black men in network TV 
news there is a glass ceiling, Higgins 
pursued his goals. 

“I felt they needed a black man in 
that newsroom to say, ‘Maybe we can 
do it another way’,” he says.

Black television journalists have to 
pick their battles, he adds, and offers 
one example. When comic and tele-
vision actor Bernie Mac died, he and 
some of his colleagues had to lobby for 
a network’s airtime. The powers-that-
be weren’t very familiar with Mac’s 
work, he says. The pro-Mac group 
had to point out that the late actor had 
starred in a network TV show and was 
in Charlie’s Angels and Ocean’s Eleven. 
But by the time the network OK’d it,  
it was too late. 

“It’s unfortunate that we weren’t 
able to get an obituary package on the 
air for him,” Higgins laments.

focused—and aware the segment was 
taped — so mistakes wouldn’t make 
it to air.

The CNN internship taught Hig-
gins the ABCs of television news 
making — reporting, writing, edit-
ing and production. The student-
produced cable news program aired 
at 4 a.m., and “we had the run of the 
place,” he says. He followed this posi-
tive experience with another at The 
Weather Channel, working primarily 
as a camera operator.

Upon graduation, Higgins 
returned to California to attend the 
University of California at Berke-
ley’s Graduate School of Journalism. 
There, he put into drive his desire to 
make a difference, and began cover-
ing stories with social justice angles.

Straight talk
Sitting outside in bright sunshine, 
a young AIDS activist briefly gazes 
down in thought, looks up and tells 
Higgins, “I’m going to tell you what’s 
going on.” She gestures to the view in 
front of her. “Let’s say I walk down 
the street right now, into a group of 
10 youngsters.” She presses her finger 
to her temple. “Their whole mindset 
is, ‘That doesn’t apply to me. All the 
women that I mess with? Oh, she’s 
too fine, she’s too cute, she smells 
good. That doesn’t apply to me.’ That’s 
their whole thing.”

She’s sharing her frank opinion 
about why, compared to other groups, 
young African Americans are more 
likely to contract HIV/AIDS. Because 
she is so confident and animated, it’s 
the kind of video moment that really 
strengthens a story. 

“This piece was great,” says Hig-
gins, “because I traveled from the 
East coast to the West coast and spoke 
with people in the field who gave me 
the talk straight up. I went to More-
house and spoke with students who 

were dealing with educating them-
selves. I spoke to people who were 
addressing women and HIV. I spoke 
to clergy and got why the church 
won’t address it. It was a great piece 
for its time — and it still stands out 
when I watch it today.”

Higgins generally isn’t generous in 
estimating his work. He says he doesn’t 
enjoy watching himself on tape. 

“Most of the pieces that I’ve done? 
I’ve only given myself an ‘8.’ I’ve 
never given myself a ‘10’ and said  
‘I really hit that one out of the park.’ 
But sometimes years later I look and 
think, ‘That was pretty good.’”

While at Berkeley, Higgins also 
produced a documentary series 
about the hot topic of gentrification, 
Bay View Hunter’s Point: San Fran-
cisco’s Last Black Neighborhood. This 
work and an internship with the CBS 
national news desk would eventu-
ally lead to a more permanent gig — 
which he holds to this day — as a CBS 
producer. 

He worked for CBS Evening News 
with Katie Couric, producing daily 
newsbreaks, cutting voice-overs, 
coordinating tape and writing head-
lines, as well as teasers for the broad-
cast. He also was embedded for nine 
months with Senator McCain on 
the campaign trail. Higgins’ duties 
ranged from reporting to producing, 
working the camera, doing interviews 
from the field for CBS radio and writ-
ing daily blog updates. 

“I was on the road for a year, travel-
ing from state to state to state to state, 
following every move John McCain 
made. I could recite his speeches in 
my sleep,” Higgins says.

He remembers the excitement 
of calling his news bosses from the 
road to say the up-‘til-then struggling 
campaign had taken a turn, suddenly 
the “house was packed” and things 
had clicked for McCain.
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on the Road with Kevin tarr
“Opportunity does not knock, it pres-
ents itself when you beat down the 
door.” Translation: There are many 
opportunities in life that are missed 
because people aren’t persistent in their 
efforts to secure them. CAU senior 
Kevin Tarr, however, has done just the 
opposite in pursuit of life after college. 

Tarr’s mother is from the West 
African country Liberia, but he was 
born and raised in Willingboro, N.J., 
and attended high school at the Bur-
lington County Institute of Technol-
ogy. He is one of three children and 
he and a sister are the only members 
of their family to pursue a post-sec-
ondary degree. Tarr’s love for creativ-
ity and film steered his ambition to 
become a full-length film director 
and editor, and his desire to gain 
knowledge from a prestigious mass 
media program and to be around 
other African Americans who were 
doing something positive led to his 
decision to attend Clark Atlanta. 

Through this journey, Tarr, like 
many other college students, has had 
to endure bumps along the way. He 
has made significant detours in his 
life that have cultivated his road to 
success with the help of his mentor, 
Julian Dube, as the back seat driver. 
Those bumps have been the source 

Have things evolved since he 
started in network TV 10 years ago?

“I don’t know that it’s evolved,” 
Higgins says. “I still am angered 
when black people are not portrayed 
in the best light. I’m still angered 
when they’re missing from the news.”

Like so many successful people, 
Higgins is good at developing rela-
tionships. “I grab a mentor anywhere 
I can find one,” he says. 

At Clark Atlanta, communications 

professor Reggie Mitchell “was just 
perfect in every way. He taught us 
everything,” he says. 

History professor Vickie Crawford 
was also a mentor, as well as produc-
tion manager Bryan Jenkins.

For young people considering TV 
news careers, Higgins has two pieces 
of advice. The first is: “Get your writ-
ing skills together. If you can write, 
you can do almost anything.”

In addition, he says, think, “mul-

timedia.” Learn to shoot video and 
to edit. “This business is shrinking 
day by day,” he says. “Being versa-
tile allows you to maintain employ-
ment and move yourself forward.” If 
you’re a one-person production shop, 
you’re more likely to get the enviable 
assignments.

He would know. n

Jacqueline Conciatore is an editor at the 
national science Foundation in arlington, 
virginia.

By  Dana harvey

of many life lessons that Tarr says he 
is “most grateful for because they’ve 
taught me how to be responsible for 
my actions, among other things.” 

“Kevin has grown into a well-
rounded student and a self-motivated 
young man who has what it takes to be 
productive in this society,” said Dube. 

For his efforts, Tarr recently landed 
a semester-long internship with the 
most prominent sports media outlet, 
Entertainment and Sports Program-
ming Network, commonly known 
as ESPN, as a highlight editor, which 
will begin this spring. Approximately 
500,000 students sought the opportu-
nity and he was one of four who was 
offered the esteemed internship. 

“I feel amazingly blessed and hum-
bled by this opportunity and I want 
to uphold CAU’s prestigious reputa-
tion at ESPN,” said Tarr. “I thank God 
for all that He is in my life and the 
purpose He birthed in me.”

Like so many students who grace 
CAU’s campus, Tarr is very talented in 
his craft. As a radio/television/film 
major, he is involved with various 
organizations and projects that fuel 
his creativity. He is a cinematogra-
pher for CAU-TV, the executive editor 
of the Morehouse Filmmakers Asso-
ciation, and he has developed and 

directed his first music video titled 
NYAM for the music artist A.J. Coles.

Along with his dreams of becom-
ing a director and editor, Tarr would 
like to one day open a hospital in his 
native country that would help cure 
sickle cell, HIV/AIDS and other dis-
eases that are widespread among the 
people in Liberia and name it after 
his grandmother. 

“That would 
bring me the 
greatest joy,” 
Tarr said. 




