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Take Me to La La Land: The Movie in Review 
 
“This is the dream! It’s conflict and it’s compromised, it’s very, very exciting!” Golden Globe winner 
Ryan Gosling’s character couldn’t have been any more right. Walking into the movie theatre, I would 
have never guessed what a success director Damien Chazelle, having also directed Whiplash, would be 
directing La La Land.  
 
There was a definite inkling that it would have success with its musical and Broadway fan base, its lead 
actor, Ryan Gosling, and fellow Golden Globe winner, Emma Stone. But, the response that this film 
received was more than outstanding. I myself had to hunt down a movie theatre that was showing it. It 
was well worth the $7.50 ticket and even felt underpriced after seeing the show that is now astonishing 
crowds across the country. 
 
At the very start of the film, I was instantly questioning the storyline. The first two numbers of the movie 
were not only overwhelmingly choreographed but quite dramatic as well. I always appreciate a good 
dance number but was curious how the “High School Musical” like La La Land was going to rise above 
its overdramatic tones. I looked over to my not-as-musically-inclined friends and wondered if they were 
going to find it enjoyable. However, as the beginning of the actual storyline involving Gosling’s 
character, Sebastian, and Stone’s character, Mia, began to unfold, the extravagant numbers settled down 
quite a bit. Emma Stone played the struggling actress Mia, who just wants to get the role that will spark 
her career. Stone has always had such a bold personality on screen and this role was no disappointment. 
Her vocal talent was quite impressive as the film progressed, and the chemistry between Stone and Ryan 
Gosling, who played Sebastian, was undeniable. 
 
Sebastion is a jazz enthusiast pianist who believes he can bring the style back by opening his own jazz 
club. Adding to the impressiveness of his acting, Gosling actually played all of the piano shots for the 
film. Stone and Gosling are quite the dynamic duo. 
 
It had a similar feel to that of the old musical films such as Singing in the Rain, with its fade-ins and soft 
cinematography. Therefore, it was no surprise that many questioned the success of the film due to its 
vintage tone. This really made it a breath of fresh air in comparison to the many similarly categorized 
movies today. Music composer and Golden Globe winner Justin Hurwitz, who also worked with Chazelle 
on Whiplash, created a fascinating score and jazz essence to the project. With intoxicating instrumental 
numbers and memorable vocal duets, the soundtrack will no doubt become a best seller.  


