
Athens, Greece—go, see, move on! 

 

Ah, Greece.  I could stay there for weeks, months, maybe live there with the beautiful sandy 

beaches and blue rooftops.  Athens, on the other hand, I was ready to leave after just a couple of 

days.  My travel companions and I spent 3 days there, and that was one day too long.  Not that 

there is anything wrong with the city (no offense to Athens lovers and all), but the city did not 

speak to me.   There was nothing there to make me linger.  Truth be told, most travelers I have 

met along the way feel the same. 

 

That being said, Athens can be great if you are prepared for it.  We stayed in a budget hotel 

called Pergamos Hotel that was great for what we needed.  If you are not ready for the hostel 

thing or never will be ready but are on a budget, Hotel Pergamos is a good choice.  We found it 

and booked it on www.hostelworld.com.  We had the privacy of a hotel room for the three of us, 

nice continental breakfast Greek-style every morning, and two computers available to share with 

other patrons for internet usage all for the price tag of a nice hostel.  The beds are not of the 

highest standard and there are not any other amenities, but we were quite comfortable.  It is not 

right in the action which could be a good thing or a bad thing depending on what you want.  It 

was an easy walk to the subway, and the staff there was very friendly with directions.  Try not to 

arrive too late in the evening.  Unfortunately, we had a luggage mishap into Athens and most of 

the people on our flight (including my two companions) did not have luggage to pick up on 

arrival into Athens.  That meant we had to find our hotel in the dark.  If you arrive after dark, 

splurge and take a taxi to your destination.  It is much better than wandering around at night 

searching for your hotel as we did (other hotels do not really like it when you stop in to ask 

directions to other hotels—I blame the lack of identifiable signage on the roads). 

 

The biggest attraction in Athens is, of course, the Acropolis.  Get there EARLY!!!  It gets 

ridiculously HOT there (says the girl from Louisiana)!  There is very little shade to be found; so 

when you do find it, enjoy.  Make sure you have water with you.  I made the mistake of wearing 

jeans that day (hey, I was backpacking and it was time to rotate to the jeans) and within five 

minutes they were sticking to me.  We had to wait for gates to open, but good thing we got there 

early because it got crowded fast.  We felt like cattle we were so packed together moving up the 

slope to the top of the Acropolis.  Mooo!  There were even employees there standing on rocks or 

stands of sorts to keep us moving.  They were speaking Greek so I do not really know what they 

were saying, but it felt like their job was to keep prodding us on.  There was no turning around 

for us.  Once at the top, take it all in.  Take your time looking at everything, take pictures, get 

other tourists to take a picture with your whole group and then return the favor.  You don’t have 

to speak the same language for the exchange.  I have lost track as to how many languages I have 

had the photo swap exchange in. 

 

Unfortunately, when we visited Athens, the Acropolis was undergoing major restoration work.  

The Parthenon was all but covered in scaffolding.  It is still an amazing sight to see, and the 

Acropolis has more to see in addition to the Parthenon.  Check the Acropolis website to check on 

http://www.pergamoshotel.gr/
http://www.hostelworld.com/
http://www.acropolisofathens.gr/
http://www.acropolisofathens.gr/


the restoration work so you will know what to expect when you go. 

 
 

 

At the Acropolis, we ran into some hometown folks.  People wearing LSU gear!  It’s always fun 

to find people from home.  Do not forget to pack something from home so you can bond with 

strangers in crazy places. 

 

There is a fabulous crepe shop not far from the Acropolis—Crepes of the World.  Their crepes 

are themed from around the world.  The people who work there are incredibly friendly and might 

tease you good-naturedly if you do special requests, but they do it with a wink and a smile.  

Everyone there spoke English well enough for us to be comfortable ordering, but it is always a 

good idea to know a few basic words in the native language. 

 

We bought the extended pass that let us into several attractions beyond the Acropolis, but be 

warned—the Acropolis is where it’s at.  We did check out most of the other attractions on our 

ticket, but they quickly began all looking like the last pile of white stone rubble.  (I think my 

Ancient Western Civilization professor just fainted.)  Take time just to wander the streets in the 

ancient part of town.  It’s really beautiful and colorful.  If you are an Olympic buff, there is still 

the Olympic park from the 2004 games, but it is quite a ways out of town.  You can see the 

Olympic track in the city with the Olympic rings displayed, but beware.  Tour buses stop 

constantly stop there for quick photo ops.  You will want to catch the break between the waves. 

 

Passing through one of their markets was when we first fell in love with the Greek people.  

Everyone was incredibly friendly and wanted to talk to everyone, but no one was pushy with 



their wares.  We were free to browse without pushy sales people trying to get us to buy anything. 

They mostly stopped us to talk about the United States. 

 

We saw all of what we wanted in about a day and a half.  We missed our bus to Delphi and had 

to spend another day before we headed out to the island.  We didn’t have much to do.  Outside of 

the ancient city, Athens is a normal big city with traffic, lost of noise, dirty streets, and graffiti.  

Our ride to the bus terminal when it was time to leave confirmed our belief that we were ready to 

leave Athens.  (The bus terminal alone with its sketchy employees, hard to understand menus, 

even harder to find buses, and pit toilets with feet braces—that you paid for no less—told us it 

was time to go.)  Ancient Athens was wonderful with its history, sights, and people.  Athens was 

great for the time we had, it just did not have the character to make us want to linger there.  

Check out this website for other tourist information, transportation information, food guides, etc. 

 

Moral of the story: Know what you want to see in Athens, see it, and seek your next destination. 

http://www.greece-athens.com/

