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There’s more to India than the Taj Mahal. 
From the backwaters of Kerala in the  
south to the tigers of Ranthambore in the 
north, we’ve put together our five favourite 
experiences in this incredible country.

           Imagine a city where all the walls, streets and 
buildings are blue. Now picture an enormous ochre 
fortress lording over it from a hilltop. No, it’s not the latest 
YES album cover – it is the city of Jodhpur, a mirage of 
baby blue and cornflower. Enter its maze of twisting, 
narrow streets to discover a world of bazaars and shops 
selling piles of spices, blazing-coloured fabrics, eye-
catching ceramics and enough traditional clothes, 
jewellery and slippers to deck out the rest of the country.

           There are around 3,000 stepwells in northern India, 
and the most impressive is Chand Baori in Abhaneri, 
Rajasthan. Resembling an Escher painting, it’s thought to 
be India’s deepest, at 64 feet, with 3,500 geometric steps 
leading down to a bright green pond. Said to have been 
built in one night by ghosts, it’s believed to be haunted 
by a djinn (genie), which tries to stop keen visitors from 
ascending the steps once they reach the bottom. But 
of course, this could just be a case of dead legs.

           If the holy sites start to blend into one, this seaport 
town offers something unique: a complex of 7th-century 
Hindu cave temples. Of the Hill Monuments, Vahara is 
the only one used for daily worship. Four stone lions keep 
watch at its entrance, and inside are sculptures of Vishnu 
in such forms as a wild boar and a three-legged dwarf. 
The 8th-century Shore Temple is also worth a look: it first 
appeared in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami and 
is believed to be one of the legendary Seven Pagodas.

          Time passes slowly on the backwaters of Kerala, 
where traditional houseboats drift along its canals. In 
Kumarakom, a lush and fertile cluster of small islands on 
the Vembanad Lake, locals live in stilted wooden houses, 
children splash, swim and play about on the water’s 
edge and kingfishers and herons flock to its 14-acre bird 
sanctuary. The best way to experience the serenity of 
the area is by kettuvallom – a houseboat made from 
jackfruit wood, coconut fibre and bamboo poles.

          To see a Bengal tiger stalking out of the jungle to 
hunt for food is a bucket-list experience. But even more 
magical is seeing them off-guard: dozing in the grass, 
playing, bathing or cleaning their cubs. Endangered as 
they are, it’s getting harder to see these big cats in their 
natural habitat. Thank goodness for Ranthambore 
National Park, a 1700sq km conservation zone. Safaris 
here are restricted to a 400sq km area of the park, 
where the park’s less shy tigers can choose to roam.

Get lost in the blue city of Jodphur

Get spooked in an ancient stepwell

Discover the legends of Mahabalipuram

Sail the Keralan backwaters

See Bengal tigers in the wild
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Offbeat India
Five dazzling sights off the tourist trail

What’s your ultimate travel adventure? Capturing the 
sunbeams hitting Maligne Lake in Jasper, Canada? 
Achieving pasta nirvana on a cookery course in Tuscany? 
Tracing the footsteps of the Native Americans in Utah’s 
mighty national parks? Or is it being in South Africa during 
the whale breeding season and watching the ocean’s 
greatest mammals breach in front of your eyes? 
Whatever fires your imagination, we hope you find it here. 
Packed full of insider tips, seasonal knowledge and 
stunning photography, this mini travel magazine from 
Cosmos has been put together to help you take the first 
step towards your next travel adventure. Enjoy.

Had a good adventure with us, or about to take one? 
Tell us all about it using the hashtag #mycosmosadventure

EVERY ADVENTURE STARTS WITH A VISION

Cover image: Chand Baori stepwell, 
Abhaneri, Rajasthan.
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View our India tours at cosmos.co.uk/india



Comprising 84 million acres of 
raw, breathtaking terrain, the 
US national parks are endlessly 
inviting. Each visit can offer 
different experiences, whether 
you’re looking for craggy canyons, 
soaring mountain views, ancient 
settlements or wetland wildlife 
- with several landscapes in the 
boundaries of each park.

The question is, what are you 
looking for next?

Best for space-age rocks: 
Bryce Canyon, Utah
Star Trek never filmed here, but 
if William Shatner did ever wander 
across your path in Bryce Canyon, 
you wouldn’t blink. With its vivid 
limestone forms (amphitheatres, 
slot canyons and ‘hoodoo’ spires), 
this is Earth – but not as you know it. 

Take a giant leap for mankind in Bryce Canyon on our Canyon County Adventure.

Best for overhead views: 
Sequoia, California
Whether you’re gazing up at the 
celestial universe listening to local 
stories about how the stars were 
formed, or marvelling at the 
84m-high overhead canopy of the 
world’s tallest trees, Sequoia has a 
way of gently reminding us how insignificant we are.

Get a bigger view in Sequoia on our Best of Northern California tour.
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Valley View, Yosemite. 
© Conor MacNeill, 2018

A walk 
in the park
Looking for epic panoramic experiences? You’ll find 
them in all sizes in America’s natural wonderlands.



Best panoramas by foot: 
Yosemite, California
A glacial valley in Sierra Nevada, 
Yosemite’s scenery is unrivalled. It 
also boasts the world’s tallest 
granite monolith (El Capitan) and 
North America’s highest waterfall 
(Yosemite Falls). There’s no better 
place to grab your camera and take to the hills.

Walk the trails in Yosemite on our Western Treasures tour.

Best for raw natural power: 
Hawaii Volcanoes in Hawaii
Want to go right back to the 
beginning? Try watching the earth 
as it forms from molten rock at this 
volcanic hotspot, sat amid the 
spectacular scenery of Hawaii’s 
Big Island with its misty plateaus, 
craggy cliff s, tropical rainforests and bamboo groves.

Let nature take your breath away on our Hawaiian Islands tour.

Best for unique wildlife: 
Florida Everglades
The only true tropical forest in the 
northern hemisphere, the 
Everglades is home to rare wildlife 
that can’t be found elsewhere, 
including the Florida panther and 
20 species of orchid. You may also 
see endangered wood storks and native alligators. 

Glide through the Everglades and spot rare wildlife on our Florida Discovery tour.

Best for native history: 
Monument Valley Navajo 
Nation Tribal Park, Arizona 
Located on one of the largest 
Native American tribe preserves, 
the Navajo Nation, this national 
park off ers the chance to discover 
in person how these indigenous 
people exist in harmony with an unforgiving desert.

Spend time with the Navajo people on our Enchanting Canyonlands tour.

Explore US National Park tours at cosmos.co.uk/usanationalparks

ASK THE EXPERT: CONOR MACNEILL, 
LANDSCAPE AND TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHER

We asked professional 
travel photographer Conor 
MacNeill for his tips for 
capturing that perfect shot 
in the great outdoors.

‘My main philosophy is that you 
have to be in the right place at 
the right time. Mostly, this means having the planning 
and dedication to get up three hours before sunrise 
and hike to a location you scouted out the day before.

It always pays to have your camera handy. On my last 
shoot, I was in a taxi on the way to the airport when 
we sped past a foggy castle. I happened to have my 
camera in my hand, so was able to capture a few 
good shots out of the car window.

Get to know your gear. I only use about 10 settings on 
my DSLR, but I know them inside out and can work it in 
the dark (which I often have to do). 

Don’t forget the seasons play a big role in 
photography, from obvious things like snowfall and 
autumnal colours, to less apparent ones like position of 
the sun and Milky Way.
 
Really think about your compositions. I’ll often walk 
around an area before starting to take photos, that 
way I don’t waste time shooting in what could 
potentially be a less-than-perfect scene.’

Conor MacNeill is a fi ne-art, landscape and travel photographer 
based in London and Northern Ireland. His biggest adventure 
so far has been leaving a 9-5 job and pursuing his dream to 
be a photographer. instagram.com/thefella
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A walk
in the park
Looking for epic panoramic experiences? You’ll fi nd
them in all sizes in America’s natural wonderlands.



What drew you to travel?
To seek diff erent places and diff erent 
cultures. And I’m also very much into 
food and wine, it’s always been a part 
of my culture. Europe is very diverse. 
One thing I always say at the start 
of the Panorama tours is that we are 
not the United States of Europe. A lot 
of people see us like that during their 
fi rst time here – but it’s our diff erences 
that make travelling here interesting. 
You can travel through Belgium and 
experience two cultures: Flanders and 
Wallonia. You can be in Britain, but the 
Scottish, the Irish and the Welsh all 
have their own language and culture.

Where’s your favourite place 
to travel for food and wine?
Italy. As far as my tastebuds are 
concerned, it’s obviously Italy. I love 
the diversity that we have between 
the north and south, and the islands 
as well. Spain comes second, because 
of the colours and the Mediterranean 
ingredients – it sits well with me, being 
from the south of Italy.

What do you love most 
about being on tour? 
Seeing diff erent places, and meeting 
diff erent people. When you fi rst look 
at your group, you’re thinking, okay, 
who needs a little bit more help? The 
person who meets you and comes 
straight over and says ‘Hi! I’m so glad 
to meet you!’ is happy. But the person 
who stands at the back and is shy, 
or is overwhelmed by the group – 
that’s who I look for. I say, okay, come 
to the front. Where are you from, what 

is your name? Come and talk to me, 
don’t be scared. What do you like, 
what don’t you like, how can I help 
you? That’s one of the things that

‘I always look for 
the person at the 
back, who is shy 
or overwhelmed 
by the group. 
I say, come to the 
front, don’t be 
scared.’

I focus on mainly, the people. And I’m 
a pretty good judge of character. 
There are the sceptics – you approach 
them and present yourself: ‘Hi, I’m 
Alessandro, I am your tour guide.’ You 
make a few jokes and try to bring the 
group together. After a few days, you 
see these people who were distant 
from you now listening to everything 
you say. Then when you leave them, 
you see them crying because they had 
such a good time and they’re going 
to miss you. That’s really satisfying.

And what’s the best thing for 
them about being on tour?
It’s the fact that you are actually 
taking care of them, organising all the 
bits and pieces. Once you lead a 
group of people on a tour, they fi nish 
and they’re like, oh, what am I going 
to do tomorrow? Who’s going to wake 
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On the road with… 
a Globus Tour Director

Alessandro Guidici
has been a Tour Director for 
nine years. He leads tours by our 
sister company Globus around 
Scandinavia and specialises 
in Panorama tours in Europe.

me up? So that’s one of the things 
they look for, being led. And very 
occasionally you wake up and don’t 
feel like being a leader, but then you 
put a hat on and say, Andiamo! Let’s 
go! And you go for it.

Is it in your nature to be a 
‘people person’?
You see, I’m from Sorrento. In Sorrento, 
we are born into tourism: we have 
been dealing with tourists for 
generations and generations. The fi rst 
job you do may be bar work, assisting 
at an information centre. People ask 
you questions in the street even 
if you’re not in the tourism industry. 
Every year we get hundreds and 
thousands of tourists, especially from 
Britain, so it’s in the blood. 

What do you love about 
Scandinavia?
Well, the fresh air, the fjords – 
especially in Norway. I love that 
everything works perfectly. It’s very 
effi  cient. And then maybe that’s what 
I dislike as well. In the south of Italy, 
nothing works perfectly! 

What’s been your best tour?
The fi rst tour I ever did. When I started 
in this business I was 40. I sat on the 
bus, and I was in control of a group for 
the fi rst time ever, and I thought, this 
is a job I should have started doing 
20 years ago. At the end of the tour, 
the comments said stuff  like, 
‘Alessandro was so knowledgeable, 
so experienced’. It was a real buzz.



Elegant and historic, colourful and modern, 
Munich is one of the world’s most beautiful 
cities. Here’s how to spend 24 hours in the 
vibrant ‘secret capital’ of Germany.

unich’s beating heart is its Old 
Town, a hub of culture with lavish 

beer halls, busy markets, cafes and 
restaurants, so start the day with a 
wander round here. You can’t miss its 
famous Gothic Frauenkirch in the 
centre, with its red roof and green 

domed towers – ask 
the staff  about the 
‘devil’s footprint’ in 
the entrance hall. 
By comparison, 
head south to 

Sendlingerstrasse to see the pint-sized 
Asamkirch. Measuring 22 metres by 
eight, it was built in 1733–46 and holds 
just 12 pews. But this didn’t stop its 
creators fi lling every square millimetre of 
the walls, ceilings and windows with 
gloriously garish Baroque white and 
gold embellishments. 

Central to the Old Town is the 
Marienplatz town square, surrounded 
by landmark buildings and pavement 
cafes. For a look at the city’s history 
and culture, go south on Oberangar 
to Munich Stadtmuseum to take in its 
unique collections of weaponry and 
musical instruments. 

Ready for a break? Pick something 
up from the Victuals farmers market 
off  Rosental and 
take it up to the 
English Garden 
for some chill-out 
time. An expansive 
18th-century park, 
its southern 
section teems with life in the summer, 

M

Those with an interest in historic 
events should consider a trip 
to Dachau Concentration 
Camp Memorial Site, the fi rst 
concentration camp to open 
in Germany, which held more 
than 200,000 prisoners. The site 
is located 10 miles northwest of 
Munich.

For a great view, look for the 1972 
Olympic Stadium north of the 
centre, recognisable for its fl oaty 
roof and 1,000ft-high tower that 
soars above like a life-sized 
model from the Buck Rogers set.

If you’re a rock fan, step inside 
the tower to discover the world’s 
highest (and smallest) Rock 
Museum 190m up – and make 
the most of the viewing platform 
while you’re there. There’s also 
a restaurant ten metres below.

Day trips

24 hours in...

Munich

Discover our German tours at cosmos.co.uk/germany 7

particularly around Kleinhesseloher 
Lake when the beer garden opens. 

Curious about Lederhosen? Walk 
east to have all your questions 
answered on Schellingstrasse at the 
second-hand shop Holareidulijoe 
(named after a phonetic yodel), where 
you can browse the traditional clothing 
of Germany and pick up the odd 
souvenir. You’re not far here from the 
museum quarter 
surrounding the 
Königsplatz, the 
Neo-Classical 
square. Take your 
pick of the great 
museums and 
galleries here: for 
historic European art and past masters, 
go to the Alte and Neue Pinakoketh 
galleries on Barerstrasse. For your Andy 
Warhols and everything 20th-century 
onwards, go round the corner to 
Brandhorst Museum on Theresienstrasse. 
If you’re interested in recent history, the 
WWII Documentation Centre on 
Archistrasse off ers a chance to refl ect 
upon life here in 1933-46.

Round off  your activities with some 
boutique shopping: the many side 
streets leading off  from Kaufi ngerstrasse 
contain many independent stores. For 
dinner, visit Munich’s most famous beer 
hall, Hofbräuhaus on Platzl. With its own 
butchery, bakery, confectionery, brewery 
and even its own currency, all set to live 
music in a welcoming atmosphere, it 
sets the benchmark for the traditional 
Bavarian tavern experience. 

Images (top to bottom): Munich City Hall; 
the distinctive Frauenkirch; contemporary 
Brandhorst Museum; the English Garden.



Buon 
appetito!
From the fi rm, buttery pastas of Puglia
in the south to the sweet mountain 
cheeses of the north, Italy’s regions 
are a showcase of its cuisine. 

In Italy, food is never just a meal. 
It is a way of life, a philosophy, 
a social event, an important 
reminder of home. Ripe, sun-
kissed vegetables impart vibrant 
fl avours, while traditional methods 
create time-honoured fl avours 
and textures that cannot be 
improved upon. When planning 
your foodie tour of Italy, consider 
the specialties of each region – 
and savour every mouthful.

Modena Spoleto Modica
There are two types of vinegar: the type 
you put on your fi sh and chips, and the 
type you put on your salad. This is most 
defi nitely the latter. Made with Modena-
grown grapes, the vinegar is aged for 
anything from 10 to 100 years using 
a process that has remained unaltered 
since the 17th century. Rich and complex, 
glossy and velvety, this is the kind of 
taste experience that changes the way 
you buy vinegar forever.

Ice cream might be a casual summer 
treat to you, but in Italy it is a serious 
business. The ‘Gelato World Tour’ is 
a three-year-long contest to fi nd the 
‘World’s Best Gelato’, and in 2017 it 
awarded the title to Gelateria Crispini 
in Spoleto. Its winning variety is a fl uff y 
pistachio gelato, made with three 
diff erent varieties of roasted Sicilian 
pistachios and enhanced with a touch 
of refi ned Cervia salt. 

Secreted away in a little alley off  Corso 
Umberto I in Modica, Antica Dolceria 
Bonajuto is Sicily’s oldest chocolatier. 
Founded in 1880, it makes its confection 
at low temperatures according to 
Aztec methods, without tempering, 
conching or adding extra fat. The result 
is a uniquely grainy, textured dark 
chocolate enhanced by fl avours that 
include chilli, cinnamon, cardamom, 
vanilla, white pepper and salt.
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Chianti Valley
Chianti Valley is the heart of Old Tuscany, 
and has been hailed for its exceptional wines 
since the 13th century. No visit here would be 
complete without a tour of a wine estate, 
and a few glasses of the crisp local whites.

Fasano Lake Maggiore

How to buy Italian wine

Florence
Particularly famous for its orecchiette 
(‘little ear’ pasta), Fasano produces 
the type of pasta that makes overseas 
Italians long for home. What’s the 
secret? It could be the harder type of 
wheat used to make it, or perhaps it’s 
the simplicity of how it is traditionally 
served: either with a pungent cime di 
rapa (turnip greens) dressing, or a 
vibrant, zingy passata di pomodoro 
(fresh tomato) sauce.

The mountain ranges that surround 
Lake Maggiore are known for their 
cheeses, including the buttery, hard 
ossolano d’Alpe. Made using milk from 
Grey Alpine dairy cattle, the sweet, 
herby fl avour is enhanced with a little 
of the high-quality local honey to taste. 
Add some speciality cured meats, such 
as the local mortadella salami and 
pair it with a full-bodied red wine from 
Ossola Valley. 

Unless you’re vegetarian, it would be 
wrong, plain wrong, to visit Florence 
and not taste its specialty, bistecca alla 
Fiorentina (Florentine steak). Produced 
from Tuscan Chianina cattle, the 
steak is served 5-6cm thick, perfectly 
browned all over and bloody in the 
middle. At restaurants, it’s usually priced 
by weight, and often averages around 
1-1.5kg. In this case, the waiters will likely 
suggest you share. 

1. Firstly, do not buy a 75cl bottle wine costing 
less than €10. It’s not possible for a bottle 
to cost less than this and still be produced 
with the minimum standards of quality.

2. Opt for a DOC (Denominazione Di Origine 
Controllata), DOCG (Denominazione Di 
Origine Controllata E Garantita), or IGT 
(Indicazione Geografi ca Tipica). These 
quality-assurance labels tell you where the 
grapes come from, the production methods 
they use and, normally for the DOCs and 
DOCGs, it means the quality of the fruit 
is slightly higher.

3. Look for stores that have either organised 
wine tastings or have wine available by the 
glass. What better way to know if you like 
a wine before buying than to taste it? Don’t 
be afraid to ask for a recommendation 
– usually anyone working in the store will 
share your enthusiasm.

4. Read the labels, front and back. All 
bottles must show the producer, brand, 
alcohol content, net content and sulfi te 
declaration. Many include useful extras like 
origin information, special colour or fl avour 
designations, and even food-pairing 
suggestions. 

Browse our gourmet tours of Italy at cosmos.co.uk/italy 9

Considering buying something special 
to take home from your trip to Italy? 
John F Matta, IWSC Italian Winemaker 
of the year 1997, 2002, 2005 and 2010 
and Globus local guide, reveals how.
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he cities that surround the Baltic 
Sea include some of Europe’s 
most hotly tipped and uncrowded 

capitals. Diverse and often quirky in their 
design infl uences, a stroll around these 
lively capitals reveals huge amounts 
of history and character.

Latvia’s capital Riga is famous for 
its vast presence of Art Nouveau 
buildings, which sprang up in the early 
20th century. It was a prolifi c Russian 
architect called Mikhail Eisenstein who 
initiated it in Riga from 1901 to 1908, and 
gave it a fantastical new character 
by throwing human, mythological and 
zoological elements into his designs. 
You can see his imagination in full fl ight 
as you walk down Alberta Street in the 
city centre – look out for griffi  ns, lions 
and femme fatales peering down.

Far older than the country of which 
it is the capital, Tallinn in Estonia is 
known for its medieval Old Town, which 
was built in the Gothic heyday of the 
13th to 16th centuries. Its Toompea 
Castle (1773) stands on the ruins of a 
13th-century fortress, and its bright pink 
Baroque face is hard to miss. In the 
historic town centre, the colourful 14th-
century merchant houses are packed 
with Late Gothic character: look for the 
tall façades, high dormers and carved 
stone details. Also worth a visit are the 
ancient 13th-century city walls. With 
their medieval towers and red roof tiles, 
they give the city its fairytale appeal.

The youngest of the Baltic capitals, 
Helsinki’s cityscape off ers a complete 
contrast in its Modernist look, owed 
mainly to the legacy of the 20th-century 

architect Alvar Aalto. Widely credited 
with bringing Finnish architecture to the 
fore, his gleaming white Finlandia Hall 
is a great interpretation of cubism. And 

‘As you walk down 
Alberta Street, look 
out for griffins, lions 
and femme fatales’
if design is your thing, take a trip to the 
Aalto House in the southern suburbs 
on Riihitie street where he lived with his 
wife Aino. With its irregular fl at roofs, 
mixed materials, zebra upholstery and 
fl ying saucer lampshades, it’s one of the 
earliest examples of classic Mid-Century 
Modernism, from 1936. 

Known for its eccentric Užupis artists’ 
quarter and its UNESCO-protected 
medieval old town, Vilnius in Lithuania 
is a feast of diff erent infl uences. Its ‘Gate 
of Dawn’ city gate has stood on Aušros 

Building blocs 
Teeming with history and alive with 
contemporary promise, the architecture 
of the former-Soviet Baltic countries is 
like nowhere else on earth

Vartų street since 1522, and contains
a gilded icon of the Virgin Mary, a city 
symbol that’s believed to harbour 
miraculous powers. Likewise, on 
Kalinausko street in the self-declared 
republic of Užupis, the bronze-cast 
head of its adopted patron saint, Frank 
Zappa (deemed by the residents as a 
suitable replacement for Lenin), stands 
as a symbol of artistic freedom and 
independence with his miraculously 
off beat vision. Look out for the mural on 
the wall behind it, as the statue itself is 
easy to miss.

It is the rich and turbulent past of 
the Baltic states that gives them their 
unique identities, and which is written 
in stone in the buildings of these hotly 
tipped capitals. So whether you’re 
interested in medieval old towns, Gothic 
churches or even 20th-century design, 
you’ll fi nd plenty to write home about 
on tour in these unusual cities.

T

Images (clockwise from top): Tallinn Old 
Town; interior of the Aalto House; building in 
Riga’s Art Nouveau District.

Alvar Aalto image by: User: (WT-shared) Aiko99ann 
at wts wikivoyage [CC BY-SA 4.0-3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0 via 
Wikimedia Commons.
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MARCH
Japan, for cherry blossom season
Every year, Japan turns pastel pink as 
its delicate cherry fl owers (sakura) open 
across the country, fi lling the parks and 
public spaces with delicate blossoms. 
Locals from all walks 
of life gather 
for hanami 
(sakura 
viewing) 
picnics under 
the trees. 
To join them, 
time your trip 
from around late 
March to the end 
of April - but bear in mind the timing 
of nature is often fi ckle.

Ireland, for St Patrick’s Day
Legend has it that Saint Patrick, the 
founder of Christianity in Ireland in the 

5th century, walked 
up a mountain 

barefoot, turned his 
walking stick into 
a living tree and 
drove the snakes 

out of Ireland (not 
necessarily in that 

order). The fi rst bishop 
of Armagh and the Primate of Ireland, 
his death is honoured each year in the 
form of daytime church services and a 
huge national party in pubs throughout 
the country. Guinness fans will love it.

APRIL
Spain, for Seville Spring Fair
After the sombre religious processions 
of Semanta Santa (Easter Holy Week), 
Seville’s Spring Fair is the much-

anticipated 
antidote that 

takes place 
a fortnight 
later. With 
the air 
thick with 
orange 

blossoms 
and jasmine, 

you can expect 
colourful fl amenco 

dresses, processions of horse-drawn 
carriages and a great deal of eating, 
drinking and joviality.

MAY
Lake Garda, Italy 
at Springtime
Italy’s largest lake 
boasts roughly 
90 miles of romantic 
shoreline with 
the Alps as a backdrop 
and a mild Mediterranean climate. 
Lined with lemon and olive groves, it’s 
no wonder Lake Garda has served as 
inspiration for poets and painters since 
Roman times. Visit in spring and 
Garda’s lemon trees should be in full 
fragrant bloom.

JULY
Banff  National Park, Canada
as Moraine Lake opens

The road to Moraine Lake 
opens in late June, when 
the last of the glacial 
ice melts away, leaving 
behind the chalky 

rock fl our that gives 
the water its incredible 

turquoise shimmer. Thousands of 
hikers choose to visit at this time, as 
the wildlife is abundant and the views 
are most spectacular. Along the 350m 
Rockpile Trail, visitors can spot pikes, 
marmots, squirrels, chipmonks, birds – 
and even the odd grizzly bear.

JUNE
St Petersburg, Russia, for the 
White Lights Festival
Night doesn’t really fall in St Petersburg 
between June and July, because the 
sun never dips below the horizon. No 
better excuse for a two-month-long 
music festival, then, featuring a diverse 
bill of rock, opera, ballet and dance 

performances. But 
the highlight is 

the Scarlet 
Sails event, 
where the end 
of the school 
year is marked 

by a pirate ship 
with red sails 

sailing along the 
English and Albert 

embankments with a backdrop of 
spectacular fi reworks. 

AUGUST
Memphis USA, for Elvis Week
Actually a ten-day event, this 
celebration of all things Presley takes 
place every August around the date 
of the King’s death. 
Past events 
have included 
auctions of 
Elvis-owned/
gifted/
related items, 
audiences with 
musicians who 
played with him, a 
memorial service and 
a candlelit vigil outside Graceland itself.

SEPTEMBER
New England USA, for splendid 
autumn leaf colour
If you love autumn in Europe, New 
England in ‘the fall’ should be up there 
with your travel ambitions. Its blazing 
showcase of scarlets, gold, bronze, 
purple and orange leaves put the UK’s 
trusty yellows, browns and copper in  

the shade. It’s the 
kind of idealised 

autumn you see 
in children’s 
books, and 
it takes 
place every 
September 
to October in 

this part of the 
world.

Masai Mara, Kenya for the 
great wildebeest migration
One of the most spectacular displays 
of wildlife behaviour in the world, the 
annual journey of 1.5 million East African 
wildebeest, plus thousands of zebras, 

gazelles and elands 
across the Serengeti 

takes place from 
late July to 
August. Hold your 
breath as they 
cross the Mara 

river, taking their 
chances among the 

crocodiles and other 
starved, dangerous predators.

When should I go to...?
Thinking about your next trip? Find inspiration in our mini-guide to what’s on around the world



contact your travel agent

This ancient Moorish city is famous for its mosque-
cathedral, fi rst built as a mosque in the 8th-century and 
repurposed by the Roman Catholics 500 years later.

Còrdoba’s Roman bridge was erected in the fi rst 
century and reconstructed in 918. Lit from below, it casts 
a spell in the evening coming in to the city.

The medieval Jewish quarter is an atmospheric maze 
of narrow, whitewashed lanes with a central synagogue, 
preserved Sephardic house, historic statues and some 
excellent restaurants and sherry bodegas.

See it on the Iberian Tapestry tour:
cosmos.co.uk/tours/iberian-tapestry

We       Còrdoba

0800 668 1702
cosmos.co.uk


