
Dear Friends,

As this longest of years draws to a close, I pray that you and your loved ones are healthy, and  
finding strength to cope with any challenges you face. No one has been untouched by this year’s 
events—and as a cherished member of the Concordia family, you are very much in our thoughts. 

Here on campus, the planning and preparation we put in over the summer paid off with a successful 
fall semester. By complying with safety guidelines and committing to the Concordia Cares Covenant, 
our students demonstrated selfless community spirit, even as their semester was made more difficult 
in ways large and small. 

I am continually inspired by the way Concordia students persevere through all obstacles to pursue 
their education. 

Will you help students like these fulfill God’s potential for them?

At the age of 15, Ezequiel lost his father to myocardial infarction, inspiring him to pursue a career 
in medicine. An RA in Sieker Hall and the president of Omega Psi Eta, Ezequiel, a first-generation 
American from the Bronx, said, “I want to have an impact on the people who need it most.”

Allyson lost her beloved cousin to suicide, and turned her grief into countless hours of service 
promoting the mental health of her peers. “I am always looking for opportunities to help people  
see the value in themselves and in living,” said the aspiring teacher.

As a young U.S. Army veteran, Abraham performed abysmally at community college, not  
believing in himself or his potential. But he picked himself back up, and at Concordia, Abraham 
became founding president of the veterans club, a leader in service projects, and an effective 
mentor to many. He credits “professors who have helped me in ways far beyond the academic, 
empowering me to help the people I care about and to branch out to help others I do not know.”

Jordan’s college education was put on hold abruptly when doctors discovered she had an 
autoimmune disease requiring lifetime management. She has now restarted her journey to being 
a nurse, and says, “I always wanted to be in healthcare, and my illness will only make me a more 
empathetic nurse.”

Students like these deserve our help now more than ever, even as the effects of the pandemic 
profoundly strain Concordia’s institutional resources. Will you join with other alumni in meeting  
this time of crisis together?     

If you are able, I hope you’ll consider an end-of-year gift. Your generosity will send more Concordia 
alumni into the world to give of their their passion, purpose and service. May the mystery of the 
Christ-child’s birth overflow your life with love in 2021!

Thank you and God bless you,

Rev. John A. Nunes, Ph.D. 
President, Concordia College New York

P.S. 
I leave you with the eloquence of Rev. John Krahn ’61, ’63 and Doris Peylo Krahn ’63: 
“Past donors made it possible for us to have the Concordia experience, so it is up to us to do  
the same for future generations. You could call it paying our blessings forward.” 

CONCORDIA COLLEGE NEW YORK  
 IS A CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION  COMMUNITY 
OF LEARNING WHERE MUTUAL RESPECT FLOURISHES, 
RESPONSIBILITY IS DEVELOPED AND REVERENCE  
FOR GOD IS CULTIVATED SO THAT STUDENTS CAN 
PURSUE LIVES OF PASSION, PURPOSE AND SERVICE.


