
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS
DC Cherry Blossom Tour: 

Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023

East Coast Tour: 
Aug. 18-27, 2023

Home games at Washington 
Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston 
Red Sox. 

Home games at Yankees, Red 
Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, 
Mets & Little League World Series. 

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

Tours include additional sightseeing, motor coach transportation 
and quality hotels/game tickets.
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Short-handed Wylie finds rhythm
continued from 1A

ups. The Pirates will also begin 
District 9-6A competition, host-
ing North Garland on Dec. 6 for 
their first home district match-
up.

The boys team split their two 
games before the break, defeat-
ing Tyler Legacy last Monday, 
Nov. 21, with an 85-56 domi-
nant win. Wylie outscored Leg-
acy 23-8 in the second quarter, 
distancing themselves early in 
the game. After a few early-sea-
son losses, head coach Stephen 
Pearce believes his young team 
is rounding into form while 
waiting for some reinforce-
ments. 

“We’re piecing everything 
together,” Pearce said. “We 

feel like if we do what we’re 
supposed to do we’re going to 
be able to hold teams and force 
them to make tough shots.”

Noah Mallory led the way 
with 20 points in the game, a 
team-high for the young sopho-
more player. Pearce credited his 
ability to make shots as his way 
on the court. 

“We’ve got a few sopho-
mores who are making plays for 
us early in the season, but he’s 
had the ability to hit 3-pointers 
and play in transition for us,” 
Pearce said. “He’s a talented kid 
and will be a player for us this 
year and for years to come.”

The Pirates followed the 
win up with a close 48-43 loss 
to Hebron to end the week but 
continue to show improvement 

early in the season against a 
difficult schedule. At 3-5 early 
on, the Pirates are beginning to 
get their entire roster set for the 
stretch run and the beginning of 
district play.

“We haven’t really learned 
anything in particular about 
our team but each game is a 
learning experience,” Pearce 
said. “Highland Park taught us 
a lesson on discipline and then 
Mesquite Horn taught us to play 
at our pace. Every game is good 
for us to learn and get better.” 

The Wylie boys team trav-
els to Prosper this weekend for 
their next non-district tourna-
ment before the beginning of 
the District 9-6A competition, 
where they’ll host North Gar-
land next Tuesday, Dec. 6. 
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Samuel Evang has been a bright spot to the Pirates basketball team this season.

By Seth Dowdle
news@csmediatexas.com

The transition from wall 
into winter can only mean 
one thing—basketball season 
is here. With the season in its 
early stages, both the Wylie 
East boys and girl’s teams are 
in the midst of their non-dis-
trict slate of games. 

The Wylie East boys have 
started the year 4-1, with vic-
tories over Irving MacArthur, 
Greenville, Frisco Lone Star 

and the Episcopal School of 
Dallas.

Head coach Brent Kelley 
has been impressed with what 
he’s seen from his team thus 
far but knows that there’s al-
ways some room to improve.

“We’ve had a good start,” 
Kelley said. “Some games 
we probably should have put 
away a little bit earlier than 
when we did.”

East’s lone loss came versus 
Lufkin, ranked tenth in 5A, by 
a score of 76-65. The Raiders 
led 57-53 going into the fourth 
quarter but were outscored 
23-8 in the final frame.

AJ Overstreet has been 
the centerpiece of the team 
through five games. In the 
team’s loss to Lufkin, he led 
the team in scoring with 20 
points, something that he’s 
been accustomed to doing so 
far in 2022.

“He’s shot it well,” coach 
Kelley said. “He’s having to 
do a lot for us on the defensive 

end, as well. Sometimes he’s 
guarding their two or three 
guard and sometimes he’s 
guarding their post player.”

The boys will continue their 
non-district schedule against 
Terrell on Tuesday, Nov. 29.

On the girls’ side of things, 
they played in just one game 
this past Thanksgiving week 
against Bishop Lynch, win-
ning it 54-49. 

Ti’anna Watkins was a scor-
ing machine in the win, putting 
up 22 points to lead the Lady 
Raiders. Leaire Nicks was also 
complimentary in the scoring 
department with 12 points of 
her own.

The Lady Raiders trailed 
24-21 at the half but were able 
to trim that deficit to just one 
with a strong third quarter. 
They then pulled away in the 
fourth with a 20-point quarter 
to take home the victory.

Up next for the Lady Raid-
ers is district play on Dec. 2 
against Naaman Forest. 

Wylie East Basketball

Wylie East boys and girls 
starting season strong
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Leaire Nicks goes up inside for the layup attempt.

Wylie athletes sign NLI

Courtesy Photo

Aubrey Brown, Jordyn Merrett, Zikora Oguanobi, Trinity Blackwood, Emma Yosten, Rebecca Windrum and Caleigh Monroe signed their national letters of intent to play 
collegiate athletics next season.


