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Princeton High School

Volleyball 
Sept. 2 vs. Royse City, 6 p.m.

Sept. 6 @ Crandall, 6 p.m.
Sept. 9 vs. Sherman, 5 p.m.
Sept. 13 @ Denison, 6 p.m.

Cross Country
 Sept. 3 @ Coach T 

Invitational, Marcus
Sept. 10 @ McKinney Boyd 

Bronco Stampede, Myers Park

Football 
Sept. 2 @ Sherman, 7 p.m.

Sept. 9 vs. Lake Dallas 
(Homecoming), 7 p.m.

Athletic Schedules

By Kyle Grondin

kgrondin@csmediatexas.com 

For the first time this season, the Princeton 
volleyball team fell below .500.

The Lady Panthers (10-13) had a difficult 
week with two separate trips to Forney, losing 
all six games over the span of three days. The 
first loss of the week came in a true road game 
against Forney on Aug. 23, where the Lady Jack-
rabbits defeated the Lady Panthers 3-0 (17-25, 
17-25, 17-25). Forney improved to 23-1 during 
the week, separating themselves as one of the top 
teams in 5A. 

Princeton traveled back to Forney over the 
weekend to compete in the Forney ISD Tourna-
ment, where the Lady Panthers struggled with 
the offensive attack of Tyler Legacy, losing 2-0 
(16-25, 13-25). The defense had trouble most of 
the two days for Princeton, as they followed their 
opening loss with straight-set defeats against 
Aubrey, Garland, Emory Rains and Ennis to end 
their tournament season. Head coach Rachel 
Croley has tried to preach to her team to clean up 
mistakes throughout sets that set the Lady Pan-
thers behind.

“It’s about making smarter decisions when we 
have opportunities to score and keeping the ball 
in play when we have the opportunities in front 
of us,” Croley said. “We have to clean up some 
of our errors and keep the ball in play during the 
match.” 

Princeton now has two more non-district 
games to prepare for the difficult district sched-
ule ahead. They’ve only been outscored 25-28 
despite having three more losses, showing signs 
of improvement ahead. The Lady Panthers will 
host Royse City this Friday before traveling to 
Crandall on Tuesday, Sept. 6 in their final non-
district game. Looming ahead is one of the most 
competitive districts in the area, with strong pro-
grams in Lovejoy, McKinney North and Melissa.

“There’s a couple of giants in there with Love-
joy and McKinney North, but it’s always hard to 
tell who is going to be competitive and interest-
ing to see if realignment was good to us,” Croley 
said. “I like our chances and we’re going to work 
hard to earn that spot.”

By Seth Dowdle
sports@princetonherald.com 

If you were looking for offen-
sive fireworks on Friday night, 
Jackie Hendricks Stadium 
wasn’t the place to be.

The defense was the story for 
both the Princeton Panthers and 
the Lebanon Trail Trail Blazers 

throughout the opening contest. 
Presley Self was the difference, 
however, as his six-yard touch-
down run early in the fourth 
quarter gave Princeton a 14-7 
win.

Princeton’s defense held 
Lebanon Trail to a measly 173 
total yards. Last year, the Trail 
Blazers averaged 183 yards on 

the ground per game. Against 
the Panthers in week one, they 
only mustered 44.

“Our defense played great,” 
head coach Ervin Chandler said 
after the game. “They were led 
by the leader Billy Sanchez.” 

Sanchez, who is just one of 
two returning starters on the 
defensive side of the ball and a 

team captain, played an integral 
part in keeping the Trail Blazers 
rushing attack at bay.

His fellow upperclassman 
Damarkus McCoy was also a 
key defensive piece according 
to coach Chandler. “He made 
some freaking great tackles, 
man. Open field tackles, behind 
the line of scrimmage tackles. 

The defense as a unit was great. 
Our guys played hard and tough 
for all four quarters.”

The offense held up their end 
of the bargain as well. Princeton 
punched in their first touch-
down of the season early in the 
second quarter on a Ladon Mck-
inney one yard run to put them 
up seven with 8:33 to go in the 

first half. That scoring drive fea-
tured a couple of stellar throws 
from first-year starter Braeden 
Ratliff, who showed flashes of 
brilliance throughout the night.

“Ratliff did a good job,” 
Chandler said. “There are some 
things we got to clean up and 
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Lady Panthers struggle at Forney ISD Tournament

Greg Rusk/The Princeton Herald

The Lady Panthers lost six games last week, moving them below .500 for the season.

First game, first win

Panthers ride defense en route to 14-7 victory

Football

Volleyball

Greg Rusk/The Princeton Herald

Billy Sanchez chases down the Lebanon Trail ball carrier in Princeton’s 14-7 win on Aug. 26.
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ATHLETES
O F  T H E  W E E K

Offensive Player
Jacob Speer

Defensive Player
Zay Norvell

Volleyball
Alyssa Dixon

To become an Athletes of the Week 
sponsor contact Chad Engbrock 

at 972-442-5515 x 29.

FOOTBALL SCORE
Princeton – 14 

Lebanon Trail – 7 

 NEXT WEEK
@ Sherman, Friday, Sept. 2

VOLLEYBALL SCORES
Princeton - 0

 Forney - 3

 NEXT WEEK
vs. Royse City, Friday, Sept. 2
@ Crandall, Tuesday, Sept. 6

MVP
Presley Self

By Kyle Grondin
kgrondin@csmediatexas.com 

Princeton’s defensive inten-
sity led the way in their season-
opening win over Frisco Leba-
non Trail, and they’ll need that 
once again in week two. 

The Panthers take on the Sher-
man Bearcats, who are looking 
to bounce back after a devastat-
ing week one loss on the road 
to Denison last Friday. Sherman 
held onto a 21-6 lead before 
eventually losing 28-21 and will 
hope for improvement in their 
home opener on Friday night. 

The challenge will be tough 
for the Panthers on the road, but 
here are the three keys for Princ-
eton to keep its perfect record 
alive in week two.

1. Battle of the 
young rosters

Like Princeton, Sherman fea-
tures several young and inexpe-
rienced players on their roster. 
The Bearcats are starting as 
many as 10 sophomore players 
on the varsity team, like the Pan-
thers who graduated 30 seniors 
in 2021. 

We saw that youthful energy 
in week one, as Princeton com-
mitted nine penalties for 102 
yards in week one and turned 

the football over twice. Sherman 
blew a two-touchdown lead in 
the fourth quarter as the offense 
failed to find success late in the 
game. With both teams show-
casing younger talent, the more 
disciplined and more prepared 
football team will win the game. 

If Princeton can eliminate the 
mistakes that hurt them in week 
one, they have what it takes to 
beat Sherman in week two.

2. Slow down the 
skill players

One area where Sherman 

doesn’t lack experience is at the 
skill position players on offense. 
The Bearcats return their top 
wide receiver from last season 
Aries Jones and top two running 
backs Kane Brown and Caleb 
Thompson. With the amount of 
firepower they have, Princeton 
can’t get stuck in a shootout in 
week two.

Slowing down Jones one-on-
one is a tough ask for the Pan-
thers, but they’ll have to work 
toward keeping him at bay while 
accounting for a skilled Sherman 
rushing attack. With an offense 

that can threaten on both fronts, 
Princeton must have a perfor-
mance similar to week one on 
the defensive side of the football. 

3. Find your rhythm 
on the ground

Princeton began to find a 
rhythm on offense in their week 
one victory, scoring on two long 
drives. The Panthers went 12 
plays for 69 yards on their first 
possession of the second quarter, 
capped off by a Ladon Mckinney 
one yard run to put the team in 
the lead.

Adding insurance late in the 
game, Princeton once again had 
a big possession that spanned 
87 yards on eight plays, capped 
off by a Presley Self score to 
double the lead. The second 
touchdown drive included a 62-
yard run from Vyron Hambric, 
part of his four-carry, 80-yard 
performance. 

The problem for Princ-
eton in week one was that the 
other possessions the offense 
cratered. The team had 65 net 
yards of offense in the rest of 
their drives in week one, in-
cluding penalty yardage. If the 
Panthers want to win their sec-
ond game in a row, they’ll need 
to find that consistency in the 
offense and put more points on 
the board. 

Princeton’s 3 keys to defeating Lake Dallas
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we will. The thing about Ratliff 
is that he’s competitive, man and 
nothing fazes him. Yeah, he threw 
an interception, but for him to get 
back out there and drive the field 
and lead us to a touchdown, that’s 
a lot from a young guy that’s go-
ing out there in the quarterback 
position for the first time.”

Ratliff ended his inaugural start 
as the quarterback for the Pan-
thers with 120 yards on 13-for-25 
passing with no touchdowns and 
one interception.

“We totally believe in Ratliff, 
and he knows that,” Chandler 
said. “He’s going to grow, and he understands that he’s got to 

trust the process as we go through 
the season. He did a great job to-
night.”

The Panthers put another one 
across the goal line two quarters 
later when Presley Self scam-
pered into the end zone from six-
yards out to make it a two-score 
game.

Self, along with Vyron Ham-
bric Jr., led the rushing attack for 
the Panthers. When the passing 
game wasn’t working, Princ-
eton knew they could rely on 
the ground-game to get them 
through. As a team, they rushed 
for 190 yards, with Self and 
Hambric Jr. racking up 99 and 80 
yards on their own, respectively.

After the Self touchdown, Leb-
anon Trail promptly responded 
with a touchdown of their own to 
cut the Princeton lead in half.

The Panthers couldn’t convert 
on a fourth down in Trail Blazers’ 

territory and handed the ball back 
over to Lebanon Trail with just 
under four minutes to play in the 
game. Once again, the Princeton 
defense stood strong, forcing a 
turnover on downs to clinch the 
opening game of the 2022 season.

Princeton has won two consec-
utive opening week games and 
has also won two-straight over 
Lebanon Trail.

For coach Chandler, the next 
step is all about improvement.

“We are a young team and 
everybody [has] got to trust the 
process,” he said. “There’s going 
to be some bumps and bruises 
along the road being a young 
team. You’re going to see this 
team grow week after week af-
ter week. It’s going to be fun to 
watch.”

Princeton will travel to 
Sherman next week to take on 
the Bearcats on Friday, Sept. 2 
at 7 p.m.

Princeton holds Lebanon Trail to 173 yards

District 7-5A Div. II

(As of Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022) 
Team District      Overall
Princeton 0-0 1-0
Lovejoy 0-0 1-0
Denison 0-0 1-0
Crandall 0-0 1-0
Terrell 0-0 0-1
Greenville 0-0 0-1
Mesquite Poteet 0-0 0-1 
Melissa 0-0 0-1 

Last week’s results
Princeton 14, Lebanon Trail 7
Lovejoy 52, College Station 27
Melissa 18, Argyle 37
Terrell 41, Hallsville 44
Denison 28, Sherman 21
Crandall 58, Forney 55
Mesquite Poteet 0, Lake Highlands 21
Greenville 7, Lake Dallas 34

Upcoming games
Week of Friday, Sept. 2, 2022
Denison @ Frisco Reedy
Princeton @ Sherman
Terrell @ Sunnyvale
Frisco Liberty @ Greenville
China Spring @ Melissa
West Mesquite @ Mesquite Poteet
Kaufman @ Crandall
Argyle @ Lovejoy

Princeton..................00  07  00  07   —   14
Lebanon Trail............00  00  00  07   —   07

Scoring Plays
First Quarter

Second Quarter
P - Ladon Mckinney 1-yard run (Kevin Gra-
nados PAT)

Third Quarter

Fourth Quarter
P - Presley Self 6-yard run (Granados PAT)
LT - Dawayne Mcdole 9-yard pass from 
Matthew Robison (PAT good)

                     Princeton     Lebanon Trail
First Downs 
Rushing-Yds 
Passing Yds
Com-Att-Int
Penalties-Yds
Fumbles-Lost

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS:
RUSHING–Princeton: Presley Self 16-99, 
Vyron Hambric 4-80, Ladon Mckinney 
2-5, Bryce Dade 7-4, Conner Pyron 1-2, 
Braden Ratliff 5--33.
Lebanon Trail: Aiden Lambert 1-15, Tren-
ton Ford 6-12, Matthew Robison 9-11, Ka-
leb Broadway 6-6. 
PASSING–Princeton: Braden Ratliff 13-25-
120-0-1.
Lebanon Trail: Matthew Robison 13-23-
129-1-0.
RECEIVING–Princeton: AJ Senari: 3-34, 
CJ Bruce 3-25, Cesar Garcia 3-25, Azaan 
Stoughtenborough 1-15, Bryce Dade 1-9, 
Ladon Mckinney 1-9, Conner Pyron 1-3.
Lebanon Trail: Zachary Hare 1-61, Ka-
leb Broadway 2-22, Aiden Lambert 2-14, 
Dawayne Mcdole 2-12, Trenton Ford 1-9, 
Leon Jones 1-5, Joaquin Gibson 2-4, Hold-
en Wilson 2-2.

13
35-157
120
13-25-1
9-102
1-1

6
22-44
129
13-23-0
11-71
0-0
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Cesar Garcia hauls in the reception for the Princeton of-
fense.

Greg Rusk/The Princeton Herald

Jacob Speer’s lead block helps set up the Princeton touch-
down in their season opening win over Lebanon Trail.


