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Sachse High School Boys Soccer

Mustangs strive for success on soccer field
By Seth Dowdle

news@csmediatexas.com

If there’s one word to de-
scribe Sachse boys’ soccer over 
the past half decade, it’s suc-
cess. 

The Mustangs have continu-
ally found themselves near the 
top, or at the top, of the district 
standings. But that’s in the past, 
and what comes next will all be 
up to a new coaching staff head-
ed by Benjamin Buentello.

Buentello joins the program 
after coaching at South Grand 
Prairie for five seasons. Prior to 
that he’d helmed the soccer pro-
grams at Azle and Midlothian 
Heritage.

For Buentello and the new 
staff, they look to continue the 
success that brought them over 
to this side of the Metroplex in 
the first place.

“They’ve [Sachse] really 

always had a successful pro-
gram,” he said. “There’s a lot 
of history. They’ve been to the 
regional tournament a couple of 
times in recent years. That drew 
me to the athletic side.”

For the 2023 season, Sachse 
will rely on a good mix of re-
turning production as well as 
some newcomers.

“Haris Dunic, he’s like our 
quarterback,” Buentello said. 
“He’s a true leader. He leads by 
example and is a very high char-
acter individual. His presence is 
absolutely felt out there.”

Cooper Tea is another senior 
that will be important over the 
course of the 2023 district title 
chase.

“He [Tea] runs everything in 
the midfield,” Buentello said. 
“He’s very skilled and very 
composed on the ball. He dis-
tributes when he needs to dis-
tribute but he can also take it 

himself and score a goal if the 
time calls for that.”

As for newcomers, the Mus-
tangs will have a new keeper in 
goal in sophomore Josh Weston 
and will look to him to keep op-
posing teams off the scoreboard.

“He’s [Weston] a very 
high-level player,” Buentello 
said. “He really has shined for 
us.”

Keeping the foot on the gas 
in district play, like Sachse has 
done so far in their two district 
wins, is imperative for Sachse 
if they want to accomplish their 
goals during the 2023 season 
according to Buentello.

District 9-6A has historically 
not been a pushover in recent 
years despite Sachse’s relative 
dominance of the table. Rowlett 
went 13-1 in district last sea-
son. North Garland has been 
consistently in the top three or 
four in the district standings for 

several years. If Sachse is going 
to look to recapture the district 
crown, one they lost last season 
to Rowlett, they’ll have to go 
through the gauntlet.

So far in 2023, the Mustangs 
are 5-3 overall and hold a 2-0 
record in district play with two 
convincing wins over Lakev-
iew Centennial and Rowlett, the 
latter being by a score of 7-1. 
Those two district victories were 
important for the Mustangs and 
Buentello attributes much of 
that to their tough non-district 
schedule where they were able 
to get a lot of different players 
some meaningful minutes.

The rest of the season lies 
right in front of the Mustangs. 
They’ll continue their quest for 
a title with their first matchup 
with district-newcomer Wylie 
East on Jan. 24 and then will 
travel to Naaman Forest on Jan. 
27.
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Haris Dunic returns as the senior captain to the Sachse var-
sity soccer team.
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Axel Gomez crosses the ball in the box in Sachse’s district-opening win on Tuesday, Jan. 
17.
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Tanner Tea fights to win the ball for the Sachse Mustangs in their 3-0 win over Lakeview 
Centennial on Jan. 17.

Plano East Senior High School Girls Basketball

Lady Panthers pick up key win for playoff stakes
By Kyle Grondin

kgrondin@csmediatexas.com 

The Plano East Lady Pan-
thers picked up a much-needed 
win for their playoff stakes, im-
proving their lead for the final 
spot.

With five games remaining 
in the regular season, the Lady 
Panthers are 5-4 in District 
6-6A, two games ahead of both 
Plano and Lewisville. While 
they trail behind the top of the 
district and the top two seeds, 
head coach Derrick Richardson 
has been impressed with his 
teams development from the be-
ginning of the season.

“I’ve been really pleased with 
where we are now compared to 
where we were,” Richardson 
said. “We’ve dealt with a lot is-
sues with people being out and 
having to replace talent from 
last season but we’ve contin-
ued to work really hard and get 
to the point where we can still 
compete for a playoff spot.” 

A key moment for the season 
came last Friday, Jan. 20, when 
East knocked off Flower Mound 
on the road with a 31-25 victory. 
The Lady Jaguars came into the 
night 6-2 in district play, with 
the Lady Panther’s upset victo-
ry pulling them within a game 
in the district standings. 

“They have so much size and 
play at a much slower pace, that 
it’s kind of similar to us,” Rich-
ardson said. “There are teams in 
the district that give us issues 
with guard play, but we were 
able to grind it out tonight.”

Idara Udo led all scorers with 
13 points, leading all scorers 
while working hard in the paint. 
Sema Udo also added 10 points 
as two of the only three players 
in double figures for the entire 
game. 

Despite losing to Hebron ear-
lier in the week, who are unde-
feated in district play, things are 
looking up for the Lady Panthers 
for the season. With just three 

more wins, the playoff spot will 
be clinched, with a chance to 
climb into the third seed before 
the playoffs. The key for this 
team will be the health they ha-
ven’t had all season.

“We’re probably the healthi-
est we’ve been all season, which 
is saying something because 
that doesn’t happen much at the 
end of the season,” Richardson 
said. “If we can get everyone 
out there and get some reps late 
in the year, we can make a run 
toward the postseason.”

Plano East hosts Lewisville 
this Friday, Jan. 27, before trav-
eling to Plano next Tuesday, 
Jan. 31.
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Destiny Jones, left, and Idara Udo fight for the ball against the Hebron defensive players.
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Sema Udo shoots the short range jump shot in Plano East’s 
district game against Hebron on Tuesday, Jan. 17.


