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Down by one with less than a 
minute to go and inside enemy 
territory, the Wylie East Raiders 
needed just a field goal to take 
home the first Crosstown Show-
down rivalry game versus the 
Wylie Pirates in seven years. 

Instead, they turned to a play-
er who’s been a key factor in 
the ascension of this program in 
2022—Terrell Washington Jr.

The Purdue football commit 
slipped past the defensive backs 
and sprinted toward the left cor-
ner of the endzone. His quarter-
back and fellow senior Jaedon 
Hubbard saw him, chucked it 
up, and Washington Jr. corralled 
it in to give the Raiders the lead. 
The Wylie East crowd erupted. 
The Wylie crowd fell silent. 

“Going into it I wasn’t even 
thinking about if I’m catching 
the ball, I’m just doing my as-
signment first,” Washington Jr. 
said. “And after my assignment, 
the ball came my way and I just 

had to complete it.” 
Going for a touchdown was 

risky, but Raiders’ head coach 
Marcus Gold wanted to be ag-
gressive in a big spot.

“We wanted to take a shot 
and we’re going to take a shot 
and give it to our best player,” 
coach Gold said. “I think some 
of the hardest catches to make 
are the ones when you’re wide 
open. He did that twice.”

Wylie’s defensive gameplan 
for Washington Jr. bottled him 
up for much of the game, but 
when it mattered most, he came 
through.

Despite what looks like a 
lackluster box score for his 
standards, only four receptions 
for 57 yards and four carries 
for just three yards, Washington 
Jr.’s mindset never changed.

“My mindset was to trust the 
process and don’t give up,” he 
said. “My whole life I’ve been 
trusting the process, so why 
stop now?”

Two of his catches were for 
six, two scores that the Raiders 
desperately needed in a game 

that was nip-and-tuck through-
out.

These types of clutch per-
formances from Washington Jr. 
aren’t new for anybody who’s 
followed the Raiders through-
out 2022. He leads the team in 
receiving yards and touchdowns 
with 452 and 12 respective-
ly and is also dynamic on the 
ground with 321 yards on the 
ground with four scores.

“He’s such an electric play-
er,” head coach Gold said.

Wylie East is 7-0 and holds 
sole possession of first place in 
District 9-6A. For Washington 
Jr. and the rest of the team, how-
ever, the job isn’t finished. 

“We’re just worried about the 
next game and knocking it out 
game by game,” Washington Jr. 
said. “If we’re blessed to make 
it to the playoffs, we’ll go from 
there.”

The Raiders and Washington 
Jr. will continue their search 
for a district championship 
and playoff berth next week at 
North Garland.

Washington Jr. comes up clutch for Raiders
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Terrell Washington Jr. was limited to just four catches, but came up with two key touch-
downs in Wylie East’s comeback win over Wylie Oct. 14.

Rivals split volleyball season series
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Amy Hernandez tips the ball over the net in the Lady Raiders 3-2 loss to Wylie on Oct. 14.
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Annie Tucker gets the kill for the Pirates volleyball team.
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Karson Barclow leaps up to block the Wylie East hit in Wylie’s 3-2 win on Oct. 14.
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Baylor Rodgers sets up her teammate for the Lady Raiders offensive play.


