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Wylie ISD Playoff

Schedule
Wylie Pirates vs. 

No. 9 Duncanville 
Panthers, Friday, 

Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m.

Athletic Schedules

Wylie High School

Football
Playoffs – TBD

Girls Basketball
Nov. 18 vs. North Forney,

 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 22 @ Newman 

Smith, 6:30 p.m. 
(Rockwall High School)

Nov. 29 @ South 
Garland, 7 p.m.

Boys Basketball
Nov. 17-19 Mavs Classic,

 Frisco
Nov. 21 vs. Tyler Legacy,

 3 p.m. 
Nov. 22 @ Hebron, 3 p.m.

Nov. 29 @ Plano East, 
7 p.m.

Wylie East 
High School

Girls Basketball
Nov. 17-19 Allen 

Tournament
Nov. 22 @ 

Wakeland, 1 p.m. 

Boys Basketball
Nov. 18 vs. Frisco Lone

 Star, 6:15 p.m.
Nov. 21 vs. Episcopal 

School of Dallas, 2 p.m. 
(Sulphur Springs)
Nov. 22 vs. Lufkin, 

2 p.m. (Sulphur Springs)
Nov. 29 vs. Terrell,

 7:30 p.m.

Information
Got an athlete or sport we 
need to know about? Send 
an email to kgrondin@ 
csmediatexas.com 

By Seth Dowdle
news@csmediatexas.com

The historic season for the 
Wylie East Raiders came to an 
end on Friday night. It was a 
nail-biter until the end, but the 
Raiders fell just short in their 
bi-district playoff matchup with 
the Rockwall-Heath Hawks.

Neither team was able to 
gain momentum offensively, 
but an experienced Heath team 
prevailed, giving the Raiders a 
first-round exit by a final score 
of 23-16.

Wylie East had many oppor-
tunities to capitalize on Heath 
mistakes but were unable to 
cash in on the majority of them, 
especially in crunch time to-
ward the end of the game. 
Down by seven, the Raiders had 
the ball inside the Hawks’ 10-
yard line with a chance to tie the 
game late in the fourth quarter, 
but fumbled, allowing Rock-
wall-Heath to run out the clock 
and secure the victory.

“We thought we had some 
opportunities in that game,” 
head coach Marcus Gold said. 

“The ball just didn’t bounce our 
way.”

Heath zeroed in on the Raid-
ers’ two-headed monster of 
Tristan Lee and Purdue commit 
Terrell Washington Jr., hold-
ing them to just a combined 70 
rushing yards. Washington Jr. 

only caught three passes for 38 
yards and no scores.

This strategy played divi-
dends in the Hawks’ ability to 
stop the Raiders offense. The 
team only accumulated 254 to-
tal yards, 162 passing and 92 
rushing, which resulted in only 

14 first downs and 16 points. 
Like the Raiders have done 

all year, the Hawks relied on a 
heavy ground attack with their 
duo of Malachi Tuesno and 
Brittan Snider. While neither 
reached the endzone, they av-
eraged over five yards per car-

ry and did a great job keeping 
Heath ahead of the sticks.

Heath quarterback Caleb 
Hoover also contributed to the 
win, passing for 157 yards and 
two touchdowns.

Despite some productive 
numbers for the Hawks’ of-

fensively, the Raiders’ defense 
was able keep their team in the 
game, giving them a chance 
to win late. They forced three 
turnovers, one interception, one 
fumble and a muffed punt.

“I’m super proud of our kids 
and staff and what we’ve ac-
complished in a short amount 
of time,” coach Gold said. “Be-
ing able to take a program who 
only won four games in three 
years. We never had any goals 
set at the beginning of the year. 
We were just going to play it 
by each game. That’s what our 
focus was, and our kids did that 
all year.”

Experience might’ve played 
a role in the result as well. Heath 
went on a deep playoff run last 
season and has appeared in the 
postseason the past three years. 
It was the Raiders’ first test of 
the playoffs since 2016.

Coach Gold was also im-
pressed with his team ability to 
respond to challenges through-
out the game but emphasized 
that at the end of the day it’s all

See RAIDERS page 3B

By Kyle Grondin
kgrondin@csmediatexas.com 

Winning isn’t always a beau-
ty contest and the Wylie Pirates 
have perfected winning ugly 
this season.

The Pirates (8-3, 6-2 in 
9-6A) scored one offensive 
touchdown, one defensive 
touchdown and one touchdown 
on special teams to defeat Mes-
quite Horn 21-11 in the bi-dis-
trict round of the state playoffs.

Horn opened the game fum-
bling in their own territory, but 
Wylie went backward and was 
forced to punt on its opening 
drive. After getting the first of 
several three-and-outs in the 
game, the Jaguars’ bad snap on 
their punt attempt rolled into 
the back of the end zone, where 
Terry Harton recovered it for a 

touchdown.
Head coach Jimmy Carter 

knew it would be a tightly con-
tested game heading into the 
week, once again praising his 
team’s defensive performance 
in the win.

“Going into the week, we 
knew it was going to be a de-
fensive battle,” Carter said. 
“They had miscues, we had 
miscues and that’s exactly what 
it turned out to be. We were just 
fortunate enough to capitalize 
on more miscues.”

While the special teams cer-
tainly played in Wylie’s favor 
a lot of the game, it also took 
away. Horn blocked a punt out 
of the back of the end zone for 
a safety, followed by a field 
goal on their next possession to 
cut the game to 7-5 after one.

“Special teams are a hidden 

part of the football game that 
we stress,” Carter said. “They 
all did a good job of hustling 
to make an early play. Being 

a long snapper, it’s a tough 
job because the spotlight is on 
you if you make a mistake. 
We were able to survive and 

despite some struggles, had a 
good punt to help up at the end

See No. 9  page 2B

Wylie Hiigh School Football

Defensive dominance

Wylie East Hiigh School Football

Rockwall-Heath knocks out Wylie East in first round

Wylie defeats Horn to 
win bi-district title

Greg Rusk/The Wylie News

Jason Nwokedi dives for the football in Wylie’s 21-11 playoff win over Mesquite Horn on Nov. 11.

Greg Rusk/The Wylie News

Bryan Washington jarred the football loose as the Wylie defense forced five turnovers 
from Mesquite Horn.

Tina Lopez/The Wylie News

Rome Jeffers wraps up the Rockwall-Heath ball carrier.



S P O R T S Wednesday, November 16, 2022     3Bwylienews.com | 972-442-5515

Congratulations on making it to the playoffs! Sponsored by these participating businesses & individuals.

Authentic,
traditional,

made-from-scratch
recipes

469.825.6800 | primobrotherspizza.com
7340 Hwy 78, Suite 1000, Sachse, TX 75048 (next to Woodbridge Cafe)

Monday - Saturday • 4 - 9 p.m. • Closed Sunday

New York Style Pizza & Italian Cuisine

Family owned & operated

Try our easy mobile app to place your order!

OrderMyPie.com

Must present coupon when ordering. One coupon per person. 
Not valid with any other offer and/or discounts.  -  Expires 2/28/22

LARGE 14” PIZZA
with one (1) *traditional topping

ONLY $10.99

$15 
minimum 

for delivery

Offer not 
valid on 
Fridays

Premier Learning Center
COME SEE THE DIFFERENCE

640 W. Brown St. • Wylie, TX 75098  |  www.Premierlearningcenter.co

• Childcare For Young Children • 
• Afterschool Care • Flexible Schedule • 

• Holiday And Summer Camps

Call to schedule a tour  972-442-6186

Providing Quality Childcare for 34 years.

Raiders 
finish 
season

9-2
continued from 1B

about execution.
“In a game like that against a re-

ally good opponent, you’re going to 
have to execute,” he said. “That’s 
where I think we lost that battle at 
times. They were more experienced 
in those moments to execute a plan 
and we weren’t experienced. It was 
great to gain that experience for our 
program, for future playoffs.”

Rockwall-Heath will have a date 
with the DeSoto next week, who 
took care of business in their bi-dis-
trict game versus Weiss.

The Raiders finish their great 
season with a record of 9-2 and a 
district championship. It’s the best 
season record record-wise for the 
program since its last playoff ap-
pearance in 2016. Now, it’s on to 
the offseason.

Robert Ngasoh leads the 
Raiders onto the field 
ahead of their bi-district 
playoff game against Rock-
wall-Heath.

Michael Henderson searches for an opening in Wylie East’s 23-16 playoff defeat. Jaedon Hubbard looks for an open receiver for the Raiders of-
fense.

Amjad Thabata leads the way as a blocker in Wylie East’s 23-16 loss to Rockwall-Heath 
on Nov. 11.

Photos by Tina Lopez/The Wylie News

Tristan Lee looks for an opening in Wylie East’s 23-16 loss to Rockwall-Heath on Nov. 11. The Raiders finish the season 9-2 and as District 9-6A  
champions after the playoff defeat.

Marcus Gold helped lead the Raiders to a 9-2 season and district championship in just his 
second season.


