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Athletic Schedules

Wylie High School

Volleyball
Playoffs – TBD

Football
Nov. 4 vs. Garland, 7 p.m.

Playoffs – TBD

Girls Basketball
Nov. 4 @ Prosper, 

6:30 p.m.
Nov. 10-12, Mavs Classic,

 Frisco

Boys Basketball
Nov. 11 vs. Highland

 Park, 7 p.m

Wylie East 
High School

Volleyball
Playoffs – TBD

Football
Nov. 4 @ Rowlett, 7 p.m.

Playoffs – TBD

Girls Basketball
Nov. 4 vs. Mansfield 

Summit, 7 p.m.
Nov. 8 vs. Prosper, 7 p.m.
Nov. 10-12, Mavs Classic,

 Frisco

Boys Basketball
Nov. 11 vs. Irving 

MacArthur, 7:30 p.m.

Community 
High School

Volleyball
Playoffs – TBD

Football
Nov. 4 vs. Kaufman, 

7 p.m.
Playoffs – TBD

Information
Got an athlete or sport we 
need to know about? Send 
an email to kgrondin@ 
csmediatexas.com 

By Seth Dowdle
news@csmediatexas.com

WYLIE—For the first time 
since 2015, the Wylie East 
Raiders sit alone atop the dis-
trict mountain.

On a night that featured an 
almost two-hour weather de-
lay, there was nothing, not even 
gloomy conditions, that was 
going to stop the Raiders’ train 
in their 51-12 victory versus the 
Lakeview Centennial Patriots 
to improve to 9-0.

That lengthy weather delay 
started a mere five minutes be-
fore the game was scheduled to 
kick off when lightning struck 
within 10 miles of Wylie Stadi-
um. It would’ve been easy for 
Wylie East to get out of rhythm 
with the long stoppage, but they 
stayed focused.

“One of the top five moments 
greatest moments I’ve ever had 
with a football team was how 

excited our kids were to endure 
the rain, the storm, the adver-
sity, the delays,” head coach 
Marcus Gold said. “It was very 
impressive to see how they re-
sponded.”

The rainy conditions favored 
a rush-heavy attack. Wylie East 
obliged, rushing for 275 yards 
with the two-headed monster of 
Tristan Lee and Terrell Wash-
ington Jr. combining for 261 of 
that.

“Probably the best showing 
[Lee] had the entire year,” Gold 
said. “He didn’t have any turn-
overs. That’s a key in a victory 
like that.”

Coach Gold also raved about 
Lee’s ability to run north and 
south, something that he did 
repeatedly in his 152-yard, four 
touchdown night.

Another tandem that was 
featured were the two dynamic
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By Kyle Grondin
kgrondin@csmediatexas.com 

Halloween can be full of 
tricks and scares, but instead, 
the Wylie Pirates are treating 
themselves to a one-way ticket 
to the postseason.

The Pirates (5-2 in 9-6A, 
6-3) clinched a playoff berth 
with a 19-17 win over the 
Sachse Mustangs (3-4, 3-6) Fri-
day night at Homer B. Johnson 
Stadium. Sean Carter complet-
ed the late comeback on a 66-
yard touchdown reception with 
4:10 remaining to give Wylie 
the late lead. Head coach Jim-
my Carter praised Carter and 
quarterback Jagger Bale with 
the big play down the stretch.

“We had run it a couple of 
times earlier in the game and 
just missed the play,” Carter 
said. “They were in man cov-
erage on the play and Jagger 
made a good throw and Sean 
got inside leverage and made a 
great play.”

On the ensuing drive, Sachse 
converted a few first downs 
and got the ball into Wylie ter-
ritory with just over a minute 
remaining, but a Brady Dalton 

sack sealed the victory. The 
sack was Dalton’s ninth of the 
season, cementing his case for 
9-6A defensive player of the 
year.

“I definitely think he’s in 
the conversation,” Carter said. 
“His speed and knack for chas-
ing the football down put him 
in good situations. He’s not 
perfect but he makes a lot of 
plays. That sack at the end of 
the game was huge.” 

Sachse’s offense had success 
running the ball throughout 
the game, with Pope Akanna 
leading the way with 153 yards 
against one of the best defens-
es in the area. His 50-yard 
score in the third quarter put 
the Mustangs up 17-13, while 
the defense made several key 
stops.

“They played pretty well, 
we just gave them too much 
last night,” Carter said. “There 
were a few offsides and pass 
interference penalties that ex-
tended drives and then we made 
some mistakes that we hadn’t 
all season. The one thing I did 
like was that we never gave up. 
Pope is a really good running 
back and he was able to make 

some things happen.”
Overall, the Pirates managed 

just 173 total yards of offense, 
struggling after an hour-and-
a-half weather delay before 
kickoff, but came up down the 
stretch.

“We wanted to be able to 
throw the ball a little bit more 
and it was tough,” Carter said. 
“The conditions weren’t easy 
and a better weather night 
might’ve been a little bit differ-
ent. They were able to stack the 
box on us and cause us some 
problems.”

Wylie’s Braden Gilbert con-
nected on two field goals on 
drives that started in the red 
zone. Sachse’s first offensive 
play of the game was a high 
snap that gave the Pirates ex-
cellent field position and a 
three-point lead, then Sean 
Carter’s long interception re-
turn set up the second. 

“Thankfully we have a good 
kicker in Braden that allowed 
us to put up some points, but 
we’d like to put the ball in the 
end zone,” Carter said. “We 
were a few blocks away from 
having some big plays but it’s 
something that we can work on 

to improve in the red zone.”
A new development to the 

Wylie offense was the intro-
duction of wide receiver Cam 
Pruitt. The Pirate shortstop 
hadn’t played on the football 
field since their playoff game 
in 2020 after dealing with an 
injury last season but joined 
the team late in the year. He 
had two catches for 41 yards in 
the game and nearly hauled in 
a long pass down the sideline 
late as well.

“He had some previous obli-
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Wylie East High School Football

Wylie East rumbles over Patriots, clinches outright title

Wylie High School Football

Playoffs clinched

Wylie beats Sachse on Carter’s touchdown

File Art

Sean Carter had a key touchdown and interception in Wylie’s 19-17 win over Sachse on Oct. 28. The Pirates clinched a playoff spot with the victory.

Wylie...................03  07  03  06   —   19
Sachse..................03  07  07  00   —   17

Scoring Plays
First Quarter

W - Braden Gilbert 32-yard field goal
S - Alex Alvarado 27-yard field goal

Second Quarter
S - Grayson King 1-yard run (Alex Alvarado 
PAT)
W - Jagger Bale 9-yard run (Braden Gilbert 
PAT)

Third Quarter
W - Braden Gilbert 27-yard field goal
S - Pope Akanna 50-yard run (Alex Alvara-
do PAT)

Fourth Quarter
W - Sean Carter 66-yard pass from Jagger 
Bale (2-pt. run failed)

 Wylie Sachse
First Downs 7 15
Rushing-Yds 23-40 41-169
Passing Yds 133 93
Com-Att-Int 11-20-0 11-17-1
Penalties-Yds 10-90 8-60
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 1-1

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS:
RUSHING–Wylie: Layne Chapman 9-25, 
Cam Pruitt 3-7, Jagger Bale 8-4, Sean Car-
ter 2-2, Chris Lewis 1-2.
Sachse: Pope Akanna 18-153, Khalyse 
Harris 7-12, Brenden George 10-9, 
Grayson King 3-5, Brendon Haygood 2-4, 
Team Stat 1--14.
PASSING–Wylie: Jagger Bale 11-20-133-
1-0.
Sachse: Brenden George 11-17-93-0-1.
RECEIVING–Wylie: Sean Carter 5-87, 
Cam Pruitt 2-41, Hayden Stewart 3-6, 
Chris Lewis 1--1.
Sachse: Kendrick Hanks 3-35, Kaliq Lock-
ett 2-30, Brendon Haygood 1-22, Austin 
Phillips 2-9, Courtlin Scott 2--1, Pope 
Akanna 1--2.

District 9-6A 
(As of Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022) 

Team District      Overall
Wylie East* 7-0 9-0
Wylie* 5-2 6-3
Naaman Forest* 5-2 5-4
Garland 4-3 5-4
Lakeview Cent. 3-4 4-5 
Sachse 3-4 3-6
Rowlett 3-4 3-6
North Garland 2-5 3-6 
South Garland 0-8 1-9
*Clinched playoff berth

Last week’s results
North Garland 27, Naaman Forest 50
Wylie 19, Sachse 17
Lakeview Centennial 12, Wylie East 51
South Garland 22, Garland 61

Upcoming games
Week of Friday, Nov. 4, 2022
Wylie East @ Rowlett
Sachse @ North Garland
Garland @ Wylie
Naaman Forest @ Lakeview Centennial

Tina Lopez/The Wylie News

Alex Ainsworth makes the catch in traffic for the Raiders offense in their 51-12 win over Lakeview Centennial on Oct. 28.
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Wylie East.............07  27  10  07   —   51
Lakeview Cent......00  00  00  12   —   12

Scoring Plays
First Quarter

WE - Tristan Lee 26-yard pass from Jaedon 
Hubbard (Westin Waters PAT)

Second Quarter
WE - Kason Atkins 13-yard pass from Mad-
dox Fuller (Michael Delaney PAT)
WE - Terrell Washington Jr. 6-yard run 
(Westin Waters PAT)
WE - Tristan Lee 7-yard run (2-pt. failed)
WE - Terrell Washington Jr. 9-yard run 
(Westin Waters PAT)

Third Quarter
WE - Westin Waters 35-yard field goal
WE - Tristan Lee 35-yard run (Michael Del-
aney PAT)

Fourth Quarter
WE - Tristan Lee 37-yard run (Westin Wa-
ters PAT)
LC - Johnathan Whittle 13-yard pass from 
Kendrick Sanders (2-pt. conversion failed)
LC - Julius Spencer 12-yard pass from Ken-
drick Sanders (2-pt. conversion failed)

 Wylie East Lakeview
First Downs 19 19
Rushing-Yds 38-282 42-177
Passing Yds 115 136
Com-Att-Int 9-13-0 7-20-0
Penalties-Yds 5-55 8-69
Fumbles-Lost 4-1 7-4

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS:
RUSHING–Wylie East: Tristan Lee 11-152, 
Terrell Washington Jr. 10-109, Noah Bick-
ley 4-16, Michael Henderson 5-9, Maddox 
Fuller 5-1, Tyson Williams 2--2.
Lakeview Centennial: Jack Dustin 16-116, 
Kendrick Sanders 7-56, Julius Spencer 2-6, 
Johnathan Whittle 1-5, Savion Hunter 3-4, 
AJ HArris 1-3, Caylon Montgomery 1--4, 
Jonathan Hester 10--4, Diego Riveroll 
1--5. 
PASSING–Wylie East: Jaedon Hubbard 
5-8-58-1-0, Maddox Fuller 4-5-57-1-0.
Lakeview Centennial: Kendrick Sanders 
5-16-85-2-0, Jonathan Hester 2-4-51-0-0.
RECEIVING–Wylie East: Sawyer Altobel-
li 1-36, Tristan Lee 1-26, Alex Ainsworth 
2-22, Kason Atkins 3-16, Hudson Pai 1-9, 
Terrell Washington Jr. 1-6.
Lakeview Centennial: Julius Spencer 4-91, 
Johnathan Whittle 3-45.

First time in 
playoffs since 2016

continued from 1B

quarterbacks that Wylie East 
can throw at defenses—Jaedon 
Hubbard and Maddox Fuller. 
Both were utilized throughout 
the contest, with one going for 
a couple of offensive series and 
then the other stepping in for 
the next few.

“For one, competition 
breeds success, but two, we 
want to get reps out of multiple 
players on our football team 
that are capable starters going 
into the playoffs,” Gold said. 
“You never know what’s going 
to happen in football. We want 
to stay healthy. We want to stay 
fresh.”

With the rain, passing the 
football wasn’t as easy, but 
Hubbard and Fuller combined 
for 115 yards on 9-for-13 pass-
ing and two touchdowns.

Wylie East was also rotating 
players in and out of almost 
every other position as well, 
getting different players some 
more reps. 

The Raiders set the tone ear-
ly when they blocked a Lakev-
iew Centennial punt, which 
then set up a Lee touchdown 
reception on fourth down that 
gave the Raiders their first 
lead of the game, a lead they 
wouldn’t relinquish.

The Raiders’ defense forced 
four turnovers, all fumbles, and 
did a fantastic job of setting up 
the offense with short fields. It 
had been since week two versus 
Grand Prairie that Wylie East 
had recovered a lost fumble. 
So, throughout the week, Wy-
lie East practiced forcing and 
recovering fumbles at practice, 
something that carried over 
into Friday night’s game.

“Our kids did a great job of 
when a guy was standing up, 
punching the ball out, getting 
it out and creating turnovers,” 
Gold said. “It was an awesome 
sight to see, and it put our of-
fense in a great position.”

The offense took advantage 
with that great field position, 
scoring 23 points off Patriots’ 
turnovers. 

Next up is a matchup with 
the Rowlett Eagles to conclude 

the regular season on Friday, 
Nov. 4 at Howard B. Johnson 
Stadium. 

“Friday has an opportunity 
for us to go out there and just 
have fun,” Gold said. “Our 
team has done everything I’ve 
asked them to. They’ve been 
perfect all year long and here 
we are having a chance to have 
a perfect regular season. And 
the only way to be perfect in 
the regular season and to play 
perfect is to go back to: ‘one 
step at a time.’”

Wylie East is playing its best 
ball of the year, according to 
Gold.

“That game against Lakev-
iew was the best show we’ve 
had all year long,” he said. “It’s 
exciting to know that we hadn’t 
peaked yet, that we were capa-
ble playing well going into the 
playoffs.”

After their battle with Rowl-
ett, it’s officially playoff time 
in Wylie, marking the first time 
since 2016 that the Raiders 
have reached the postseason.

Tina Lopez/The Wylie News

Amjad Thabata clears a whole blocking for the Wylie East offense.

Tina Lopez/The Wylie News

Jayden Janshego drags down the Lakeview Centennial ball carrier.


