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Athletic Schedules

Wylie High School
Volleyball

Sept. 23 vs. North 
Garland, 5:30 p.m.

Sept. 27 vs. Sachse, 
6:30 p.m.

Sept. 30 @ Lakeview 
Centennial, 5:30 p.m.

Cross Country
Sept. 24 @ McNeil XC 

Invitational, Round Rock
Sept. 30 @ Dustin 
Rodriguez XC Run, 

Founders Park

Football
Sept. 23 vs. North 

Garland, 7 p.m. 
(Homecoming)

Sept. 29 @ Lakeview 
Centennial, 7 p.m. 

(HBJ Stadium)

Wylie East 
High School

Volleyball
Sept. 23 @ Sachse, 

5:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 @ Lakeview 
Centennial, 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 30 vs. Garland, 

5:30 p.m.

Cross Country
Sept. 24 @ Sulphur

Springs
Sept. 30 @ Dustin 
Rodriguez XC Run, 

Founders Park

Football
Sept. 23 @ Sachse, 7 p.m.

Sept. 30 vs. Garland, 
7 p.m.

Community 
High School

Volleyball
Sept. 27 vs. Quinlan, 

6:15 p.m.
Sept. 30 @ Wills Point, 

4:30 p.m.

Football
Sept. 23 vs. Dallas

Lincoln, 7 p.m. 
(Senior Night)

Sept. 30 Bye Week

By Seth Dowdle
news@csmediatexas.com

It wasn’t always pretty, but 
the Wylie East Raiders were 
able to grind out their first win 
as a member of District 9-6A. 

The stars were out for the 
Raiders (1-0 in 9-6A, 3-0) as 
their backfield tandem of Jae-
don Hubbard, Tristan Lee and 
Terrell Washington Jr. were 
fantastic in the 36-22 win over 
Naaman Forest (0-1 in 9-6A, 
1-3). 

Last week it was the ground 
game for the Raiders that was 
able to get the job done. This 
week, however, the passing 
game was on point as well. 
Hubbard threw for 198 yards 
on the night on 13-for-20 pass-
ing. His two touchdown pass-
es, one to Washington Jr. and 

the other to Alex Ainsworth, 
came in clutch situations. 

The first, which came on a 
gutsy fourth down call, was a 
31-yard dot down the seam to 
Ainsworth that started the scor-
ing for Wylie East. Even though 
the special teams botched the 
snap on the ensuing point af-
ter attempt, they were still able 
to salvage the play and get the 
two-point conversion. 

“Hubbard has really stepped 
it up this year as more than just 
a quarterback, but as a leader,” 
head coach Marcus Gold said. 
“We needed him to fulfill that 
position on our team, to be able 
to get the ball out to guys like 
[Kason] Atkins, Lee and Wash-
ington Jr.”

Those receivers, as well as 
the offense, was clicking on 
all cylinders throughout the 

entirety of the contest. Atkins 
led the team in receiving yards 
with 87. Purdue commit Wash-
ington Jr. continued his fan-
tastic start to the season with 
his 197 all-purpose yards and 

three touchdowns. His rushing 
score with 4:58 remaining in 
the game was critical was it put 
East up 14 to seal the deal.

The offensive attack has 
been on point through all 

three games in the 2022 cam-
paign for Wylie East; they’ve 
scored 27, 37 and 36 points 
respectively in their first three 

See EAST page 3B

By Kyle Grondin
kgrondin@csmediatexas.com 

The Wylie Pirates defense is 
playing some of the best foot-
ball in the area, but they know 
bigger tests lie ahead. 

Wylie (1-0, 2-1) is current-
ly second in the Metroplex in 
allowing just 176.7 yards per 
game through their first three 
games, including an area-lead-
ing 9.33 rushing yards allowed 
per game. With a front seven 
that returns a lot of players from 
a young team in 2021, they’ve 
got off to a hot start after an off-
season of development.

“Our key is just flying around 
and making plays in the open 
field,” linebacker Austin Fabian 
said. “We’ve been flying around 
and making tackles and putting 
pressure on the quarterback ev-
ery single game. We’re getting 

better and evolving as a defense 
each week.”

Fabian and Christian Ressu-
reccion both returned as start-
ing middle linebackers heading 
into their junior seasons. With 
a combined 25 tackles and two 
sacks from Fabian, they’ve 
shown growth over the summer 
workouts. 

“Last year was a whole new 
thing for me going from fresh-
men team to my sophomore 
year on varsity,” Fabian said. 
“I’m seeing things a lot faster 
than ever before and making 
plays for the team.”

Stellar run defense isn’t car-
ried by just two players, howev-
er, as the Pirates have seven or 
more players who have stepped 
up and been able to make plays 
for the defense. Through three 
games, the defense has 15 sacks 
and 35 tackles for loss from 

12 different defensive players, 
showing the depth and ability 
for the team to rotate in multiple 
players who can have success.

“We want the quarterback to 
make hard decisions while he’s 
back there,” defensive tackle 
Cam Draper said. “If we can fly 
around to the football and get 
after the quarterback, it’ll short-
en his time and make things 
tough.”

Draper has been one of the 
better defensive tackles in the 
district so far this season, rack-
ing up seven tackles for loss 
and two sacks this season. For 
him, and the rest of the defen-
sive front, he said the work put 
in this offseason has been the 
biggest difference in the team’s 
success.

“I’m just trying to demonize 

See NORTH page 3B

Raiders grind out first 
district victory in 6A

Wylie High School Football

Wylie’s dominant defense aims to keep momentum

Wylie East High School Football

Building confidence

Oladipo Awowale/The Wylie News

Cam Draper celebrates the sack for the Wylie Pirates defense. Draper has two sacks and 
seven tackles for loss in three games this season.

Tina Lopez/The Wylie News

Kason Atkins dives into the end zone for the Wylie East score. Atkins led the team in receiving yards in their week four win.

Tina Lopez/The Wylie News

Robert Samano hits the Naaman Forest player in the back!eld in Wylie East’s 36-22 
victory on Sept. 16.
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Weekly Box 
Score

Erika Hernandez
Volleyball

FOOTBALL SCORE
Wylie East 36, Naaman Forest 22

 NEXT WEEK 
@ Sachse, Friday, Sept. 23, 7 p.m. (HBJ Stadium)

VOLLEYBALL SCORES
Wylie East 3, Wylie 2

Wylie East 3, Naaman Forest 0

 NEXT WEEK
@ Sachse, Friday, Sept. 23

@ Lakeview Centennial, Tuesday, Sept. 27

ATHLETES
O F  T H E  W E E K

 Kason Atkins
O!ense

Noah Bickley
Special Teams Player

Robert Samano
Defense

East matches win total from 2021
continued from 1A

contests.
“For the offense to do what 

they’ve been doing, to produce 
like they’ve been producing, it 
gives us an opportunity to win 
every game,” Gold said.

Even through the muddy wa-
ters, the Raiders were still able 
to find a way to prevail. Mid-
way through the third quarter, 
Lee lost a fumble deep in Raid-
ers’ territory to give Naaman 
Forest excellent field position 
and a chance to tie the game 
up. The defense stood strong 
though and stopped the Rang-
ers on a big fourth down to 
keep the lead and regain pos-
session.

“The game of football is 
crazy,” coach Gold said. “Bad 
moments are going to happen, 
and I think that was the first 
time our team really saw some 
adversity. They really fought 

through it and got through that 
and finished the game.”

Coach Gold was proud of 
how Lee bounced back in the 
rest of the game.

“He’s a really good player 
for us. He runs hard, and he’s 
finished all three games for us 
so far this year. Stuff like that is 
going to happen so he’s got to 
be able to play the next play.”

Michael Henderson remained 
a key member of the secondary 
for East. Last week he had a 
pick six to start the scoring for 
the Raiders. This week, he con-
tinued his ball-hogging abilities 
as he plucked two Naaman For-
est passes out of the air, includ-
ing yet another pick six. 

“A lot of young players in 
that position, they have suc-
cess in a particular game, and 

they come back the next game 
and they don’t play as well be-
cause they’re hung up on the 
previous week’s success,” Gold 
said. “But that’s not Michael. 
He works hard throughout the 
week and it’s showing.”

The victory was Wylie East’s 
first as a member of District 
9-6A. They’ve also already 
matched their season win total 
from a season ago when they 
went 3-7 as a member of 5A.

“We’re up for the competi-
tion,” Gold said. “I think our 
kids are stepping up and believ-
ing in what we’re preaching. 
They believe in one another. It 
gives them a lot of confidence 
going into the rest of district 
play. And it’s not just winning 
in 6A, it’s winning in general. 
We haven’t won like this in a 

long time at Wylie East High 
School. To be able to do, and do 
that early, it builds confidence, 
not cockiness.”

East continues their district 
slate next week on the road at 
Sachse on Friday, September 
23 at Homer B. Johnson Stadi-
um at 7 p.m.

North Garland 
presents challenge

continued from 1B

the guy in front of me,” 
Draper said. “If I can win 
my battle and put pressure 
on the quarterback, I’m help-
ing the team win games. The 
weight room and showing up 
every day during the offsea-
son have got me right. It’s a 
different mentality this sea-
son and we’re trying to get 
better.” 

What lies ahead are still 
some of the biggest tests for 
the Wylie defense, facing 
talented running teams such 
as North Garland, Sachse, 
Wylie East and Naaman For-
est still on the schedule. In 
2021, North Garland quarter-
back Godspower Nwawuihe 
rushed for 242 yards and two 
scores in the final game of 
the regular season, knocking 
Wylie out of the playoffs. He 
presents the first big test for 
the improved Pirates defense 
this Friday night.

“It’ll be all about attack-
ing his outside shoulder and 
tackling or turning him back 
inside,” outside lineback-
er Trevor Ferland said. “He 
really likes to outrun you 
on the outside and he’s very 
quick, so we have to stay dis-
ciplined.” 

Ferland and fellow outside 
linebacker Brady Dalton have 
been the surprise players this 
season for the Pirates, lead-
ing the team in tackles and 

tackles for loss through three 
games. Dalton made an im-
pact late in the 2021 season, 
earning a starting role, while 
Ferland missed the year with 
a broken collarbone and has 
worked hard to earn his place 
in the lineup this season.

Trusting the process of 
the team has allowed them 
to make splash plays for the 
defense, as Dalton did with a 
fumble recovery that sparked 
the offense in their previous 
victory against South Gar-
land.

“We all trust each other a 
lot,” Dalton said. “Hopefully 
we can blitz a lot and when 
we get hands on him make 
the tackle, because he’ll try 
and put a move on us. It’ll be 
a tough challenge, but we can 
make the plays.”

For now, the team is fo-
cused on the task at hand and 
winning one game at a time. 
As they host the Raiders this 
Friday, the team is eager to 
prove their legit after their 
impressive start to the regu-
lar season.

“We just have to keep 
doing what we’re doing,” 
defensive end Dane Farley 
said. “We’ve got all of these 
guys who are awesome, and 
we got enough players to ro-
tate and help smash our op-
ponent’s head. Our coaches 
always want us to be aggres-
sive and I feel like we can go 
out and do that.”

District 9-6A 
(As of Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2022) 

Team District      Overall
Garland 2-0 2-1
Wylie East 1-0 3-0
Wylie 1-0 2-1
Lakeview Cent. 1-1 2-2 
North Garland 1-1 2-2 
Naaman Forest 1-1 1-3
Sachse 1-1 1-3
South Garland 0-2 1-3
Rowlett 0-2 0-4

Last week’s results
Garland 35, Lakeview Centennial 21
Naaman Forest 22, Wylie East 36
Sachse 48, Rowlett 41
South Garland 0, North Garland 52

Upcoming games
Week of Friday, Sept. 23, 2022
Lakeview Centennial @ South Garland
North Garland @ Wylie
Rowlett @ Garland
Wylie East @ Sachse
Bye Week
Naaman Forest

Wylie East.............15  07  07  07   —   36
Naaman Forest......08  07  07  00   —   22

Scoring Plays
First Quarter

WE - Alex Ainsworth 31-yard pass from Jae-
don Hubbard (2-pt. GOOD)
NF - Isaiah Cunning 3-yard run (2-pt. 
GOOD)
WE - Michael Henderson 40-yard intercep-
tion return (Westin Waters PAT)

Second Quarter
NF - Jason Flores 20-yard pass from Deange-
lo Perales (Joshua Ford PAT)
WE - Terrell Washington Jr. 2-yard run 
(Westin Waters PAT)

Third Quarter
WE - Terrell Washington Jr. 11-yard pass 
from Jaedon Hubbard (Westin Waters PAT)
NF - Isaiah Cunning 16-yard run (Joshua 
Ford PAT)

Fourth Quarter
WE - Terrell Washington Jr. 3-yard run 
(Westin Waters PAT)

                   Wylie East   Naaman Forest
First Downs     16       17
Rushing-Yds 31-115     32-137
Passing Yds 237     180
Com-Att-Int 14-21-0     12-25-2
Penalties-Yds 6-64     7-45
Fumbles-Lost 2-2     2-2

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS:
RUSHING–Wylie East: Terrell Washington 
Jr. 13-89, Tristan Lee 13-31, Jaedon Hub-
bard 5--5.
Naaman Forest: Isaiah Cunning 27-142, 
Elijah Msewe 1-4, Michael Wright 1-0, Ivan 
Garcia 1--3, Deangelo Perales 2--6.
PASSING–Wylie East: Jaedon Hubbard 13-
20-198-2-0, Terrell Washington Jr. 1-1-39-
0-0.
Naaman Forest: Deangelo Perales 12-25-
180-1-2.
RECEIVING–Wylie East: Kason Atkins 4-87, 
Alex Ainsworth 5-71, Terrell Washington Jr. 
4-69, Tristan Lee 1-10.
Naaman Forest: Dylan Turner 5-81, Jason 
Flores 5-59, Marcus Davis 1-42, Jordan 
Johnson 1--2.

Tina Lopez/The Wylie News

Michael Henderson upends the Naaman Forest ball carri-
er in Wylie East’s 36-22 win on Sept. 16. Henderson also had 
an interception return for a touchdown in the win.

Athletes sponsored by these participating businesses and individuals.


