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Have a great day!

Thanks for supporting 

your local paper!
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W
yandotte 

is the only 

school 

district that will have an 

election.

Keisa Billings, Mark 

A. Buzzard and Alvin 

Kihenia are the only 

persons that have filed 
for any of the positions 

in Ottawa County.

Kihenia had been 

appointed to fill Seat 2 
on the Wyandotte board, 

but now will seek a full 

5-year term. 

Others who have filed 
with no opposition are:

Afton — Teresa 

McCoin (Seat 2 
incumbent, 5-year term)

Commerce — Herb 

Logan (Seat 2 incumbent, 
5-year term) and 

Tony Durham (Seat 4 
unexpired 2-year team)

Fairland — Crystal 

Wyrick (Seat 2 
incumbent, 5-year term)

Miami — Harley 

Turner (Seat 2 
incumbent, 5-year term) 

and Brandon Foster (Seat 
1 unexpired 4-year term)

Quapaw — Paula 

Suman (Seat 2 
incumbent, 5-year term) 

Turkey Ford — 

Clarence Jones (Seat 1 
incumbent, 3-year term)

The primary will be 

held Feb. 8, 2022 with 
the general election on 

April 5.

The voter registration 

deadline is Jan. 14, 
2020 and the last day to 
request an absentee ballot 

is Jan. 24, 2022.
The early voting period 

is Thursday, Feb. 3 and 

Friday, Feb. 4.

Moira K. McGhee
news@reidnewspapers.com

T
he Fairland High School 
cheerleading squad gave 

a rousing performance of 

“Jingle Bell Rock,” which included 

singing and dancing that rocked the 

show and delighted audience members 

at the Fairland Christmas Parade on 

Saturday. 
The squad was nestled between the 

Fairland High School and Quapaw 
High School marching bands, who 
both added their own music to the 

festivities with versions of classic 

Christmas tunes that jingled all the 

way down Highway 60.

The annual event saw about 25 
entrants this year, many of which 

wowed kids and adults alike. Parade 

attendees were heard commenting 

on how cute the little angels were on 

the First Baptist Church of Fairland’s 

float and they loved the Quick Care 
(opening soon) float because it 
spewed bubbles.

Other notable entrants included the 

Craig County Shriners (The Rascals) 
with their miniature car and dune 

buggies and the Grand Lake Shrine 
Club with their boats. 

These were just some of the many 

modes of transportation that cruised 

along the parade route. Parade 

Spirits were high at the 
Fairland Christmas parade

Three seek board 

seat at Wyandotte
other districts in county 

have one candidate each

•Please see Floodplain,
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•Please see Parade,
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•Please see Food,
Page 4

The Fairland High School cheerleaders performed at Satur-

day’s parade.

Santa gets a special escort while riding a Fairland Fire Depart-

ment truck

Chance  

Inmate escapes 
county jail 
Saturday

Citizens encouraged 

to contact FEMA 

about floodplain 

management

Carla Nielsen
news@reidnewspapers.com

T
he area 

is on 

high 

alert after an 

inmate at the 

Ottawa County 

jail managed 

to escape in 

the wee hours 

Saturday 
morning, 

triggering an 

active man hunt that continues.

Charles Craig Chance, a.k.a. Chuck, 

escaped from the jail in Miami on 

Saturday, Dec. 11, at approximately 1 
a.m., according to Undersheriff Rocky 
Ferdig Saturday morning.

The escape allegedly occurred while 

jailers were assisting another officer 
with an intoxicated person just inside the 

intake area at the jail. 

It is known that Chance exited out the 

north door after breaking the lock on his 

interior cell. 

“How he got out of the building is still 

under investigation, Ferdig said Sunday, 
“and he is believed to still be in the 

area.” 

There were no new leads as of Sunday 
morning, after all leads that had come 

in so far were followed up on Saturday 
night, Ferdig added.

Chance was being held on multiple 

charges of possessing stolen property 

and was last seen wearing a white T-shirt 

and gray issued sweat pants. He is 

approximately 5-10, weighs 200 pounds, 
has brown hair and blue eyes.  

Anyone with information should call 

the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office at 
918-542-2806, or central dispatch at 918-
542-5585, if you have any information 
on the escaped inmate’s whereabouts.

Carla Nielsen
news@reidnewspapers.com

 

T
he regular Miami city council 

meeting kicked off Monday 
evening with an appearance by 

Rebecca Jim with the LEAD Agency, 

which monitors Tar Creek and the 

floodplains here. 
“There is an issue that has come 

up that I think you would like to ask 

citizens in the community to do,” Jim 

said. “Individually and in your own 

capacity, we need to write comments 

to FEMA (Federal Emergency 

Management Agency), which has 

requested public input on revising 

the national flood insurance program, 
which will be helpful to communities 

that have flooded.” 
She noted that FEMA had not 

updated its standards in about 50 years.
“In their instruction comments, 

FEMA says that heartfelt letters 

mean more than form letters while 

they are trying to figure out how 
floodplain management standards 
can be changed to make communities 

better,” Jim said. “One would be to 

not build where it floods. There are 
several recommendations being made 

throughout the country, including 

asking for prohibition of construction 

in 100-year floodplains, and that critical 
infrastructure not be put in 500-year 
floodplains in an attempt to establish a 
basis to go on in the future.” 

Jim also said, “It’s an opportunity 

for people in your standing to make a 

comment that could change history for 

the generations that follow. We also 

need to have the rules changed so that 

future buyers know that a property is 

in a floodplain, to protect citizens and 
make flood insurance fair.”

Moira K. McGhee
news@reidnewspapers.com

C
oming off a 
successful Peanut 

Butter & Jelly Drive 

that provided food to more 

than 150 households during 
the Thanksgiving break, 

Miami Public Schools has set 
its sights on collecting snacks 

and easy-to-prepare foods to 

deliver to students during the 

much longer 

Christmas 

break. Whitney 

McGhee, the 

school district’s 

new Mental 

and Behavioral 

Health Liaison, 

is spearheading 

the Christmas 

Break Food 

Drive/Delivery.

She said 
they’re 

primarily 

looking for 

donations 

of low-

maintenance, easy 

preparation items. Things like 

granola bars, Pop-Tarts, Easy 

Mac, individual applesauce 

cups and fruit cups or 

anything else kids can easily 

prepare themselves. While 

the program does benefit 
students in low-income 

households, it also helps 

many other students across 

the entire school district.

“We have lots of students 

who go home with snacks 

on the weekends for lots of 

different reasons,” McGhee 
said. “We took those lists 

from each of the school sites 

to build a district list and 

that’s the list we go off of.”
Every household on the 

list will receive its own bag 

of food based on the size 

of the household. The plan 

is to have 

enough items 

to help cover 

breakfast, 

lunch and 

snacks for 

about a week.

“I would 

love to have 

several of each 

of the different 
things,” said 

McGhee. “If 

it’s a meal-

type item 

like mac and 

cheese, I’d like 

several of those 

and maybe a whole box of 

granola bars rather than one 

or two granola bars like what 

they go home with on the 

weekends. I would just love 

to have full grocery bags for 

every household. That would 

be my vision.”

To make her vision a 

reality, McGhee and her 

team are accepting food 

items as donations. She said 
people can send things to 

the different schools or she 
can pick stuff up or meet 
people who want to drop 

off items. Whatever works 
for both individuals and 

businesses. Because it’s a 

much bigger food drive, 

they’re relying more heavily 

on the generosity of local 

businesses.

They also already have 

some funds that have been 

donated to purchase items. 

They have some money from 

the school district that was 

allocated for the project and 

Bright Futures also donated 

money to the cause. These 

funds will help fill the gaps 
of missing food items still 

needed to fill the bags.
“We have some businesses 

just making a monetary 

donation, then letting us 

do the shopping and that’s 

obviously just fine,” McGhee 
said. “This helps those who 

might not have the time to go 

do the shopping. It’s going to 

be a lot of food.”

Like the previous project 

over Thanksgiving break, 

the Christmas break food 

drive will deliver bags to 

150 households with over 
300 enrolled students. 
That’s not counting any 

LOCALNEWS MPS collects food for

Christmas break deliveriesChristmas break deliveries

The plan 

is to have 

enough 

items to 

help cover 

breakfast, 

lunch and 

snacks for 

about a 

week.
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Across

I) Looked at lustfully

6) Giraffe’s striped kin
11) “ ... fish _ fowl”
14) Hotelier Helmsley

15) More abundant
16) “_ got an idea ... “
17) Trellis feature

19) Operatives’ org.
20) Melodious composition
21) Charged particle
22) Transmit
23) Vast amount of money
25) Hit the horn
27) Born prematurely?
31) “It’s now or never” time
32) This puzzle’s hidden theme
33) “Buona _” (Italian
greeting)
34) Give a large donation
37) Bottleneck blocker
39) Chops finely, as potatoes
42) Spanish lady’s title
43) Blacksmith’s block
45) Colorful aquarium fish
47) Filbert, for one
48) Dating duo
50) Most dependable
52) Nonfictional
55) Fill to the max
56) Follow orders
57) Grazing locale
59) Evil intent
63) CD’s end
64) Quest for a shopper
66) Org. quoted on toothpaste
tubes

67) Herb for flavoring
68) Sesame-seed-and-honey
confection
69) Japanese currency

70) Assailed on all sides
71) Ran in neutral

Down

I) Wide-mouthed earthenware jar
2) Transmission unit
3) “An Iceland Fisherman” author
Pierre

4) Bury in a pyramid

5) Yellow-disked flowers
6) Assay specimen
7) New Zealand bird
8) In progress, to Sherlock
9) Licorice-flavored liqueur
10) Annoy
11) “Goodjob!”
12) Like bighorns
13) Check, as a bill
18) Large eel

22) Rise to one’s feet
24) Topics in topology
26) “_ to a Nightingale”
27) Thinly layered mineral
28) Computer image
29) Male in the armed forces
30) Burger alternatives
35) Burden or responsibility
36) Bulb measure

38) Poker pot
40) Collection of poetry
41) Deli meat

44) Romanian currency
46) Sony rival
49) Sam in “Cheers”
51) Remove a metal from
52) Sudden invasion
53) Home sweet home
54) “The Bellboy” star Jerry
58) It’s behind the altar
60) “_ do” (faint praise)
61) Spelunker’s milieu
62) “Land sakes!”
64) Chemist’s workplace
65) No longer in the USAF
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Friday’s Cryptoquip: IF A PASTY HAWAIIN FOOD 

WERE CONSUMED DURING HOLY COMMUNION, 

YOU MIGHT CALL IT AN ALTAR POI.

Friday’s Sudoku   Sudoku uses pure logic 
and requires no math 
to solve. It is a number-
placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several 
given numbers. 
   The object is to place 
the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the empty squares so 
that each row, each 
column and each 3x3 
box contains the same 
number only once. 

Answers to Friday’s crossword

younger siblings who don’t go to 

school yet but are part of these 

households, as well.

McGhee said they’ll be delivering 

the food bags on Dec. 28 to cover 

the final week of Christmas break 
when the kids are more likely to 
need some help with snacks and 
easy lunches. Volunteers among the 
school staff will be packing the bags 
and helping with deliveries.

“We have a team consisting of 
our school counselors, the school-

based social workers, outside 
counselors and administration who 
will be doing all the delivering,” 

she said. “Four different school cars 
will be going out. We have the town 

split up into quadrants. We went out 

in teams on Thanksgiving break and 
that’s what we’re going to do again 

with a driver and a navigator. It’s a 

lot of fun.”

The group will do a similar 
student food drive and delivery 

for Spring Break. The idea is that 
they’ll do this anytime the kids are 
out of school for three or more days.

“This is something that’s brand 
new,” said McGhee. “We haven’t 

done anything like this before in the 
school district. We’re really taking 
a district approach to trying to help 

our kids.” 
She said the school was able to 

hire a school nurse again, which 

is something they hadn’t had 
for years. They also created the 
position she’s in. She works with 
the counselors, school-based social 

workers, all the resource staff and 
administration, and acts as the point 
person for the district on projects 

like this.
She felt that providing food 

delivery to the students really filled 
a need since there isn’t a consistent 

service providing food for the 

kids like they had during COVID. 
While what they’re delivering isn’t 

necessarily hot meals, it’s still 
getting food to the kids.

“This is really something that the 
district sees as important and they 
put people in place to get it done,” 

McGhee said. “There’s a team of 
about 20 people that collaborate 

and just kick around ideas making 
sure that we’re not letting kids slip 
through the cracks and just trying 
to get them the resources that they 
need. I think the food delivery 
projects are on the radar to continue 

every school year.”

Any individuals or businesses 

interested in donating to the 

Christmas Break Food Drive can do 
so until Dec. 23. 

Contact McGhee at 918-533-1035 
or wmcghee@miamips.net to make 
arrangements to either drop off 
items or have them picked up.

•Continued from Page 1

Food

N
ew books available 
from the Miami Public 
Library include:

The 1619 Project by Nikole 

Hannah-Jones

These essays show how 
the inheritance of August of 

1619 reaches into every part of 
contemporary American society, 
from politics, music, diet, traffic, and 
citizenship to capitalism, religion, 
and our democracy itself.

Clive Cussler’s the Devil’s Sea by 

Dirk Cussler

In 1959 Tibet, a Buddhist 
artifact of immense importance 
was seemingly lost to history in the 
turmoil of the Communist takeover, 
but when National Underwater and 

Marine Agency Director Dirk Pitt 
discovers a forgotten plane crash 

in the Philippine Sea over 60 years 
later, new clues emerge to its hidden 
existence.

The Dawn of Everything by 

David Graeber

A dramatically new 
understanding of human history, 
challenging our most fundamental 
assumptions about social evolution--
from the development of agriculture 
and cities to the origins of the state, 

democracy, and inequality--and 

revealing new possibilities for 

human emancipation.

The Every by Dave Eggers

When the world’s largest search 

engine/social media company, The 
Circle, merges with the planet’s 
dominant e-commerce site, it creates 
the richest and most dangerous-
and, oddly enough, most beloved-
monopoly ever known: The Every”.

The Left-Handed Twin by 

Thomas Perry

Jane Whitefield helps people 
disappear, but her latest client is 

being pursued by a murderous 
boyfriend who is friends with 

members of a Russian organized 
crime brotherhood.

Mercy by David Baldacci

After a perilous investigation that 

nearly proved fatal, Atlee has finally 
discovered not only the reason 

behind her parents’ abandonment 
and Mercy’s kidnapping, but also 
the most promising breakthrough 
yet: proof that Mercy survived her 

abduction and then escaped her 

captors many years ago.

Reclamation: Sally Hemmings, 

Thomas Jefferson, and a 
Descendant’s Search for Her 

Family’s Lasting Legacy by Gayle 

Jessup White

A Black descendant of Thomas 
Jefferson and Sally Hemings’ family 
explores America’s racial reckoning 
through the prism of her ancestors--
both the enslaver and the enslaved.

To End in Fire by David Weber

The Solarian League, the largest, 
most economically powerful 
human star nation in existence, 
lies in defeat, but despite the 

overwhelming evidence that their 
unelected political leaders were the 

driving force behind the war, many 
League citizens deeply resent the 

fashion in which their star nation has 

been humbled.

The Wolf by J. R. Ward

Things get steamy when Lucan, 
a wolven forced into bartering 

drug deals for the infamous Prison 
Colony, meets Rio, the second in 
command for the shadowy Caldwell 
supplier, Mozart. 

You Sexy Thing by Cat Rambo
Retired and finally free of the 

continual war of conquest, Niko 
Larsen and the remnants of her 
former unit are content to spend 
the rest of their days working at the 
restaurant they built together, but 

some enemies aren’t content to let 
old soldiers go. 

Book notes


