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City receives $2.3

million in ARPA funding
City council met Monday

Local COVID 
vaccine 

supply could 
be decreased

Fairland school 
board holds 

special meeting

Carla Nielsen
news@reidnewspapers.com

D
uring discussion and review 

of the county’s policies in 

relation to COVID-19 during 

the Ottawa County commissioners’ 

meeting here Monday, District 2 

commissioner Steven Chasteen said 

some of the county’s COVID-19 

vaccinations could wind up elsewhere.

“There is a risk now, I have been 

told by two entities, that some of the 

vaccines available in the county may 

be shipped elsewhere because requests 

have dropped off here considerably,” 
Chasteen said. 

He encouraged all that want to get 

vaccinated to do so as soon as possible 

in case the local supply does decrease. 

In other matters, Leon Crow, Quapaw 

Nation Fire Chief, spoke on behalf 

of the town of Wyandotte during the 

citizen’s participation portion of the 

meeting, saying he was there to clarify 

an amount of American Rescue Plan 

Moira K. McGhee
news@reidnewspapers.com

F
airland uperintendent 

Jerry Johnson 

discussed the 

possibility of getting a school 

nurse through a COVID-19-

related grant during a special 

board of education meeting 

Monday, Sept. 20.

While the idea of pursuing 

a school nurse was still in the 

early stages of information 

gathering, Johnson felt having 

a school nurse on campus 

would make a huge impact and 

something the school district 

would want to sustain after the 

grant expired.

It was also announced that 

student turnout and support 

has been good during school 

athletics, even during a recent 

high school football game 

held away at Salina. The 2021 

homecoming and senior night 

will be held Oct. 22 during the 

game against Commerce.

In other business, the board 

approved updating the OSSBA 

policy on Reporting Suspected 

Child Abuse and/or Neglect. 

Johnson reported that the 

district’s current policy needed 

strengthening and the update 

was unanimously approved.

It also approved a 

new special education 

Carla Nielsen
news@reidnewspapers.com

C
ity manager Bo Reese gave an 

update to the Miami city council 

Monday evening regarding ARPA 

(COVID-related American Rescue Plan Act) 

funds the city will receive. 

“The city will receive $2.3 million in ARPA 

funds, but hasn’t received any yet because we 

are still completing the application process, 

as most cities are. We will receive the first 
half pretty shortly after the application is 

approved, and the other half in about 12 

months,” Reese said.      
It is being recommended that cities and 

counties be cautious and not get into too big 

of a rush in spending this money because they 

have until Dec. 31, 2024 to encumber the 

funds towards a project, and until Dec. 31, 

2026 to spend them, according to Reese.

“These are once in a generation funds that, 

if we all work together, we can do massive 

things with, but we need to be very mindful of 

how we spend this money and aware that the 

EVENTNEWS

Miami mayor Bless Parker (left) presents 

a proclamation to Bill Osborn to com-

memorate the fact that Osborn Drugs is 

marking its 50th anniversary this week.

Bearsun — a.k.a. Jesse Larios — poses with a big crowd at the Welcome to Miami 

arch on South Main. Larios spent Sunday night in Afton, Monday night in Miami 

then continued east to Quapaw and then into Kansas as part of his cross-country 

fund-raising walk. He’s  hoping to be in New York City at some point in November.

The Great Deer 

Hunt returns
Flag raising ceremony is Oct. 28

I
t’s full steam ahead 

for the River Bottom 

Sportsmen and the 

Mid-America Chapter of the 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

as The Great Deer Hunt returns 

to Miami in October.

The event kicks off at 9 
a.m. Thursday, Oct. 28, in 

downtown Miami with a flag-
raising ceremony and runs 

through Sunday, Oct. 31.

The Great Deer Hunt was 

cancelled for 2020 due to 

COVID-19, but the volunteers 

with the River Bottom 

Sportsmen have been busy all 

summer in preparation for its 

return.

“It was a difficult decision 
to cancel last year’s event, 

but — given the circumstances 

surrounding the COVID-19 

virus — it was the right thing 

to do,” said Jack Dalrymple, 
president of the River Bottom 

Sportsmen and host for the 

weekend event. “This isn’t just 

an event for our volunteers — 

it’s a passion. We all felt a little 

lost last year not gearing up 

for the hunt. But, we are back 

and can’t wait to welcome our 

•Please see Hunt,
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Air Force veteran Reno-

na Crowden displays the 

plaques and city and state 

proclamations she received 

for participating in 2018’s 

The Great Deer Hunt, an 

outdoor recreational event 

for disabled/paralyzed 

American veterans held 

annually in Miami. The 

annual hunt is a joint effort 
of the all-volunteer River 

Bottom Sportsmen and the 

Mid-America Chapter of 

the Paralyzed Veterans of 

America.

Moira K. McGhee
news@reidnewspapers.com

J
essica S. Stout, a talented 

mural artist, has been busy 

over the past week creating 

a one-of-kind mural for Chapters, 

a cozy little book and coffee shop 
featuring classic children’s stories.

Goldilocks and three very 

surprised bears share space with 

Dorothy and all her friends from 

Oz while Little Red Riding 

Hood hides from the Big Bad 

Wolf. You’ll also see a modern 

story thrown in the mix; the 

Harry Potter portion has already 

garnered much praise from 

shoppers, said Stout, whose idea it 

was to include the contemporary 

fairy tale. 

Chapters’ manager Jessie Hess 

requested that Captain Hook 

and his nemesis, the infamous 

crocodile, also be included in 

the panel. She also suggested the 

whimsical knight hanging onto 

the tail of a dragon as it flies 
away.

“It was really a collaborative 

effort coming up with the different 
scenes,” Stout said.

 Ann Neal, the store’s co-owner 

along with her husband Chuck, 

was inspired for the mural during 

a driving trip the couple recently 

took out west. When they go on 

these trips, they always stop at 

bookstores.

“One of the bookstores we 

stopped at,” Ann Neal said, “had 
a mural inside and I knew we 

needed to get Jessica to paint one 

at Chapters.

Neal was already familiar with 

Stout’s talent, who had previously 

created a mural for the store. 

Unfortunately, the mural was 

covered up after the store was 

remodeled a couple of years ago. 

It’s still there, it’s just no longer 

where the public can see it. Neal 

decided it was time for a new one.

Stout focused on classic 

illustrations to create her new 

mural. She was busy adding an 

ornate frame around the nearly 

complete project. All the while, 

customers continually stop to 

admire her work.

“One of the fun things about 

murals is interacting with people,” 
said Stout. “Public art is such a 

conversation starter.”
Lee Dell Mustain is the 

assistant store manager and 

manages the children’s book 

Miamian brings children’s stories to life

Jessica Stout work-

ing on a mural.

•Please see Stories,
Page 4



 

Across

1) Sweet wine

5) Conrad’s “_ Jim”

9) Hard tennis shot

14) Nest-egg funds, briefly
15) Fit to serve

16) J ai alai basket

17) Starry-eyed
18) Things to repent for

19) From another world

20) Have liberal views

23) Gain admission

24) Shakers founder Ann

25) Give the green light

28) Fuel-economy org.
30) Concrete ingredient

34) Replicate, in a way
35) Rotisserie League concern

37) Reptilian squeezer

38) Drill sergeant’s chant

41) Rescue squad member

42) Sought intel

43) Like Odin

44) An “X” may mark it
46) Mess up

47) Went splitsville

48) Van Gogh’s partial loss

50) Warms the bench

51) Show a bit of sorrow

57) Blackmore title surname

58) Leave off
59) Menthol cigarette brand

61) Adrien of cosmetics

62) Prop for Popeye
63) Popular bidding site

64) Farm machinery pioneer
65) Kane’s Rosebud, e.g.
66) Informal denial

Down

1) Selfish sort
2) Kind of surgery
3) “Road” or “’roid” follower

4) Carry-on bag inspector
5) Freaked out

6) _ dome (St. Basil’s feature)
7) East Village musical

8) Recipe guesstimate

9) Sequence of tones

10) Bench-clearing brawls

11) “Yeah, sure!”

12) Dele undoer

13) Dynasty after the Qin
21) “Same old same old”

22) Lift the spirits of

25) Needs ibuprofen

26) Batter’s dry spell
27) _ voce (whispered)

28) Old anesthetic

29) Pal on the ranch

31) Scrub, in a way
32) “It’ll never work”

3 3) Had the nerve

35) Tend to the batter

36) Capitol Hill group

39) Puccini offering
40) Abandoned

45) Many a Belieber
47) Like many store-bought olives
49) Singer with the album “25”

50) Credit card action

51) Fighting mad

52) Optimistic view

53) Dandy dressers
54) Disney’s boy detective
55) Prefix meaning “mechanized”
56) Bathroom bar

57) Jr., to III
60) Drain unclogger ingredient
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  Sudoku uses pure logic 
and requires no math 
to solve. It is a number-
placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several 
given numbers. 
   The object is to place 
the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the empty squares so 
that each row, each 
column and each 3x3 
box contains the same 
number only once. 

Answers to Tuesday’s crossword

Tuesday’s

Tuesday’s Sudoku

rules could change as we go down the 

road,” Reese added.

Mayor Bless Parker read a proclamation 

in recognition of Osborn Drugs’ 50th 

anniversary in Miami and representatives 

were there to thank the city and county for 

supporting them all these years. In other 

matters, the council approved a Title 6 

civil rights non-discrimination program 

that city attorney Ben Loring explained 

has to be in place in order for the city to 

receive any grant or government funding. 

“And any other entity the city gives 

money to (ex: the Senior Citizen’s Center 

and the Crisis Center) has to have a 

similar policy for the city to be able to 

continue to pass money to them, even if 

it’s not necessarily federal money,” Loring 

said.

In addition, the city approved an 

ordinance providing severability; 

providing for conflict provisions, and 
establishing an effective date regarding 
the implementation of the international 

property maintenance inspection program.               

The council also approved waiving 

annexation proceedings before the city 

zoning and planning commission for the 

annexation of a parcel known as the Dollar 

General Store at the southeast corner of 

Hwy. 125 and E Street Southwest, and 

consent to schedule a public hearing at a 

future city council meeting.                            

Loring said, “At the beginning of this 

year the city agreed to some concessions 

that enabled the Dollar General store to be 

built, and in return they were to agree to 

that property being annexed into the city 

once the store is up and running. It’s been 

brought to our attention that it is being 

sold from the developer to a corporation 

or a franchisee, so we need to get this 

moving. 

“Our procedures call for the entire 

matter to go through the planning and 

zoning commission before it comes back 

to the council, but because of the time 

frame we are dealing with here, we are 

asking that you waive the proceedings 

before the commission so we can get this 

done quickly.”

In other matters, the council approved 

a Title 6 civil rights non-discrimination 

program that Loring explained has to be 

in place in order for the city to receive any 

grant or government funding. 

“And any other entity the city gives 

money to (ex: the Senior Citizen’s Center 

and the Crisis Center) has to have a 

similar policy for the city to be able to 

continue to pass money to them, even if 

it’s not necessarily federal money,” Loring 

said.

In addition, the city approved an 

ordinance providing severability; 

providing for conflict provisions, and 
establishing an effective date regarding 
the implementation of the international 

property maintenance inspection program.     
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Funding Stories
department where the scenes are coming alive.

“It’s such a delight to watch the process,” 

Mustain said. “You get busy, then look up and 

more magic has appeared. She’s amazing.”

“We’re hoping this will show all the 

fantastic worlds that reading can take you to 

that you can’t go to otherwise,” added Hess.

Stout plans to begin a second mural in the 

children’s department in a few days. This one 

will be a bit different in that it will show a 
group of racially diverse children reading. As 

they read, all around them you’ll see all the 

things they’re imagining from the stories. It’s 

intended to represent the joys of reading.

Neal said the young adult section also might 

get its own mural in the near future.

paraprofessional stipend; General 

Fund encumbrances totaling 

$3,722,425.56; Building Fund 

encumbrances totaling $5,082.14; 

Child Nutrition Fund encumbrances 

totaling $39,805.64; Building 

Bond Fund encumbrances totaling 

$10,622.82; Activity Fund Account 

and Activity Fund Sub Fund 

Accounts; and emergency student 

transfers, fundraisers and substitute 

teachers for the 2021-2022 school 

year.

The board tabled the discussion of 

the Estimate of Needs for the 2021-

2022 school year until a future date 

and took no action on amending 

the re-entry plan for the 2021-2022 

school year.
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F
irst Christian Church, 2424 North 

Main St., Miami, Oklahoma. Morning 

services are at 8:30 and 10:45. Bible 

School classes for all ages are available at 9:45. 

There is Children’s worship during the 10:45 

service.          

We will continue to offer online opportunities 
for services through the church’s YouTube 

Channel and on the church’s Facebook video.  

If you have any questions during this time, 

call the church office at 918-542-9816.
This Sunday, Associate Minister of 

Discipleship Brandon Fletcher will be 

preaching. The title of the sermon is “A Strong 

Spiritual Life-Making the Connection” from 

Second Timothy 2:1-13.  

The sermon is part of a series entitled 

“Faithful to the End.”  

All are welcome.

First Christian Church


