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Cow teaches Miami students 

about the importance of dairy

County 
hires new 

environmental 
deputy

G.A.R. 

Cemetery plans

Angel of Hope 
candlelight 
ceremony

Carla Nielsen
news@reidnewspapers.com

A 
new deputy has been hired in 

Ottawa County that will focus 

on environmental issues, it 

was announced at the regular county 

commissioners’ meeting Monday.

Eddie Webb was introduced to the 

commissioners by Undersheriff Rocky 
Ferdig.

Ferdig 

said that the 

Sheriff’s Office 
received a 

Department of 

Environmental 

Quality (DEQ) 

grant, which 

will cover the 

new deputy’s 

salary.

“We got a 

grant from the 

DEQ that has 

allowed us to 

put on a deputy 

to monitor 

environmental 

quality issues,” 

Sheriff David 
Dean said. “He is doing some training 

and going to classes right now and will 

be monitoring dump sites and illegal 

dumps — things like that. He is an 
Ottawa County deputy, but his salary 

will be paid through the DEQ grant for 

Moira K. McGhee
news@reidnewspapers.com

A 
desire to carry on her 

grandmother’s legacy 

of giving to others 

prompted Kemberly Miller to 

start Effort of Hope, a charitable 
endeavor that delivers Christmas 

gift bags to the elderly.

Now in its ninth year, EOH has 

gone from distributing about 50 

bags its first year to around 350 
bags today.

“We would like this number to 
keep growing,” Miller said.

The idea for EOH came about 

after Miller’s grandmother passed 

away in September 2013.

“I was wanting to do something 

to carry on her legacy,” said 

Miller. “She was just a giver and 

she always did for others, so I 

wanted to do something to honor 

her. The idea came to me to make 
gift bags for the elderly.”

She felt every good project 

needed a good name and Effort of 
Hope came to her. Miller said she 

was really excited and thought it 

was going to be a great name.

“I liked the way it sounded. 
Then, it hit me that EOH was my 

grandma’s initials. Her name was 

Edith O. Holt. At that point, I just 

knew that this was what I was 
supposed to do and had to do.”

All the gift bags are filled 
with things Miller’s grandma 

liked, as well as what she feels 
other elderly folks would enjoy. 
She regularly includes fleece 
blankets, socks, hand lotion, 
shampoo, body wash, snacks, 
cherry chocolates, crossword 

puzzle books and various other 
things. All the items and funds to 

T
he fourth annual Angel 

of Hope Candlelight 

Remembrance 
Ceremony will be 7 p.m. on 

Monday, Dec. 6 at G.A.R. 
Cemetery.

The ceremony will be at the 

Angel of Hope statue which is 

located on cemetery grounds. 

Enter through the third gate, 

which is the furthest north 

entrance.

There will be lighting in place 

to help with visibility, according 

to cemetery office manager 
Nancy Bro.

The Christmas Box Angel 

statue was introduced to 

the world in the book “The 
Christmas Box,” a worldwide 

bestseller by author Richard 
Paul Evans. 

In the book, a woman mourns 

Moira K. McGhee
news@reidnewspapers.com

T
he holidays are in full 

swing and many people 

have already trimmed 

their trees and hung Christmas 

decorations. It’s important when 

decorating to make sure you’re not 
accidentally creating a fire hazard. 

Poor decorating habits and 

additional fire dangers brought on 
by wintertime heating can increase 

your home’s fire risk. As you enjoy 
the season, don’t forget basic fire 
safety tips to ensure your family 

stays safe during Christmas and 

throughout the New Year.

Check Christmas lights for 
cracked or frayed cords and bad 
sockets because damaged cords 
can be a fire hazard. Toss damaged 
cords and replace them. All your 

light and extension cords should 

have a tag that says, “UL tested.” 

This indicates they’ve been through 

an independent testing lab for 

safety. Always unplug all your 

indoor and outdoor Christmas lights 

when you leave your house.

“Almost one-third of Christmas 

tree fires are caused by electrical 
problems,” said Miami Fire 

Department chief Robert Wright. 
“Although Christmas tree fires 
aren’t common, when they do occur, 

they’re more likely to be serious.”
When plugging in lights and 

other electrified Christmas 
decorations, make sure you don’t 

overload your electrical outlets. 

Like your Christmas lights, check 
all extension cords for cracked or 
frayed spots that could make them 
a fire hazard. Don’t use indoor 
extension cords outdoors and use 

one long extension cord instead of 

stringing together several shorter 

cords. Extension cords should never 

be hot to the touch, which could 

indicate the cord is damaged or it’s 

overloaded.

If you’re buying or have already 

bought a fresh Christmas tree, make 
sure it’s not shedding needles, 

which can indicate the tree has dried 

out. According to a study by the 

National Institute of Standards and 

Technology, a dry tree will ignite 

faster and burn much hotter than 

a tree with high moisture content 

that’s continuously watered. Check 
the water level in your tree stand 

daily.

Moira K. McGhee
news@reidnewspapers.com

M
oo-over for 

Snickers, a cow 
who knows her 

stuff about dairy products. 
She, along with her human 

counterpart Suzie Reece, 
is part of the Mobile Dairy 

Classroom, a traveling 

milking parlor operated by 
the Southwest Dairy Farmers. 

The free program teaches 

kids of all ages about the 
importance of dairy products 

and dairy farming overall.

“When I was in high 

school, Southwest Dairy 

would come during our 

‘Aggie Day,’ said Shelby 

Bergman, agricultural 

education assistant at Miami 

High School. “My teaching 

partner and I strive to create 

hands-on opportunities 

for students to connect 

with industry leaders and 

potential employers within 

the agricultural field, so we 
reached out to Southwest 

Dairy.”

Bergman likes to schedule 
events well in advance, so 

she scheduled the mobile 

dairy classroom back in 
August. She also wanted 

the program to be available 

to all Miami High School 

and Miami Junior High 

School students. She roughly 

estimated the program would 

be available to 200 students.

“This is our first year 
teaching at MHS,” Bergman 

said, “but from what I 

understand, this is the first 
time Southwest Dairy has 

come to Miami. We truly 

believe it’s a great program. 

We’re excited about their 

visit.”

Reece is a trained Mobile 
Dairy Classroom instructor 

and their cow, Snickers’ 
owner. She brought the 

innovative dairy experience 

to the fascinated group 

of Miami students, which 

EVENTNEWS

Students at Miami High School and Middle School listen to a presentation 

by Suzie Reece on the importance of dairy.

Suzie Reece and Snickers the cow taught Miami 

High School and Miami Junior High students 

all about the dairy industry during their mobile 

dairyclassroom presentation.

Effort of Hope volunteers getting ready to deliver bags 
two years ago. Pictured from left are Lexie Neil, Almeda 

Brown, Gay Bentley, Kembi Miller and Sarah Cardwell.

Part of the items collected 

to put in last year’s gift 

bags.

The Sheriff’s 

Office 

received a 

Department 

of 

Environmental 

Quality grant, 

which will 

cover the 

new deputy’s 

salary.

“

Effort of Hope brings Christmas 

cheer to the elderly

Home fire risks increase 
during the holidays
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1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

1-877-329-0036
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
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YEAR-ROUND!

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

DON’T JUST KINDA TV

DIRECTV

With NFL SUNDAY TICKET and DIRECTV local channels 
(CBS, FOX, NBC). Select int’l games excluded.

833.907.0240

IV Support Holdings

Contact Your Local DIRECTV Dealer Today!

SIGN UP AND

GET FIRST 3 MONTHS OF

HBO MAX
™
INCLUDED!

CHOICE™ PACKAGE

185+Channels

W/ 24-mo. agmt. Autopay & Paperless 
Bill req’d. Pay $74.99/mo. plus taxes until 
discounts start. Prices higher in 2nd year. 
Regional Sports Fee up to $9.99/mo. is 

extra & applies.*

$

69
99
MO.
For 12 mos. + 
taxes and fees.

*

•

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE Pkg., monthly service and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill 
discount for 12 mo. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req'd). Credit card req'd (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply. *ALL DIRECTV OFFERS REQUIRE 24-MO. AGREEMENT. $19.95 
ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT, EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. All Included pkg, monthly service and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is after $5/mo. Auto Bill Pay with Paperless 
Billing discount for 12 mos. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply. DIRECTV ALL INCLUDED OFFERS: Ends 11/13/21. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Pricing: 
$64.99/mo. for ENTERTAINMENT All Included; $69.99/mo. for CHOICE All Included; $84.99/mo. for ULTIMATE All Included; $134.99/mo. for PREMIER All Included for first 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then prevailing rate applies (currently 
$102/mo. for ENTERTAINMENT All Included; $122/mo. for CHOICE All Included; $151/mo. for ULTIMATE All Included; $206/mo. for PREMIER All Included), unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subj to change. $5/mo. discount: 
Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First-time credit will include all credits earned since meeting offer requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address 
to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes: All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes Regional Sports Fee of up to 
$9.99/mo. (which is extra & applies to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher Pkgs.), applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. monthly fees for each 
extra receiver/ DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. See directv.com/directv-fees for additional details. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment 
Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal/ or 
call for details. 2021 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS affiliate, and select 
International games, will not be available in NFL SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2021 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2021 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX regular 
full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2021 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET subscription will not 
automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/nfl for a list of compatible devices/system 
requirements. Short Cuts are available from midnight Sunday ET through midnight Wednesday ET via the NFL SUNDAY TICKET App. For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model H/HR 21 or later is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design 
and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks of the NFL and its affiliates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. Programming, pricing, promotions, restrictions & terms subject to change 
& may be modified, discontinued or terminated at any time without notice. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. 
HBO Max: Access HBO Max through HBO Max app or hbomax.com with your DIRECTV log-in credentials. Compatible device or browser required. Use of HBO Max is subject to its own terms and conditions, see hbomax.com/terms-of-use for details. Programming 
and content subj. to change. Upon cancellation of your video service you may lose access to HBO Max. Limits: Access to one HBO Max account per DIRECTV account holder. May not be stackable w/other offers, credits or discounts. To learn more, visit 
directv.com/hbomax. HBO MAX is used under license. ©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Subject to change.  HBO Max auto renews after 3 months at then prevailing rates 
(currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max), unless you call to change or cancel. Req’s you to
select offers. Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. HBO Max
also includes HBO channels and HBO On Demand on DIRECTV. Online account
registration required. Data rates may apply for app download/usage. 

NFL SUNDAY TICKET APP: 

Stream NFL SUNDAY TICKET 

live—from anywhere—on 

your favorite connected 

devices. 
Out-of-market games only. Select int’l games excluded

RED ZONE CHANNEL®: 

Never miss a touchdown 

from inside the 20. The RED 

ZONE CHANNEL® brings you 

the final yards of every 

scoring drive around league 

on one LIVE channel.
(Included with NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX) Only available in HD.
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Also, make sure your tree is at least 3 feet 

away from all heat sources, including wood or 

pellet stoves, fireplaces, electric or propane-
fueled space heaters and central heating vents. 

Heat sources not only pose their own fire 
risks but also dry out your tree faster, creating 

another fire hazard. If you’re using a fake tree, 
make sure it’s flame retardant.

“A heat source too close to the tree causes 

more than one out of every five Christmas 
tree fires,” Wright said. “Two out of every five 
decoration fires happen because decorations 
are too close to a heat source.”

Candles should also be kept away from 
your Christmas tree, along with curtains and 
other combustibles. If candles aren’t inside 
their own container, be sure they’re placed 
securely in non-tip candle holders. Never 
leave a burning candle unattended. Blow them 

out before going to bed or leaving your home.

“One-third of home decoration fires are 
started by candles,” warned Wright.

Besides potential issues with holiday 

decorations, fires increase during the 
wintertime simply because heating your 

home increases fire hazards. Inspect your 
furnace and/or chimney annually and have 

them professionally cleaned when needed. 

Keep anything combustible at least three feet 

away from any open flames and electric space 
heaters.

“Our portable space heaters have an 

automatic shut-off in case they’re tipped 
over,” Wright said. “They’re plugged directly 
into an outlet, not an extension cord, and at 

least three feet away from anything that can 

burn like bedding, paper, walls and even 

people.

“We also have a covered metal container 

to dispose of cooled ashes. Ash containers 

should be kept at least 10 feet from the home 

and any nearby buildings.”
Like any time of the year, working smoke 

detectors warn your family should a fire 
occur. Test your smoke detectors every month 
and replace your batteries at least once, 

preferably twice, a year. Replace the smoke 

detector itself every 10 years. It’s a cheap way 
to ensure your family’s safety.

Chief Wright said you need smoke alarms 
on every level of your home, inside each 

sleeping room and outside each separate 

sleeping area. For the best protection, he said 

your smoke alarms should be interconnected, 

which means if one sounds, they all sound. He 

also suggests carbon monoxide alarms, which 

should be located outside each sleeping area 

and on every level of your home.

Fire extinguishers can be great tools to put 

out small fires. They should be multipurpose 
and preferably an ABC extinguisher. Fire 
extinguishers are relatively easy to use. All 

you have to do is pull the pin, squeeze the 
handle and aim at the base of a fire.

A home fire extinguisher is intended only 
for small fires; never try to fight a large fire 
yourself. Also, make sure you’re safe from 
smoke and the fire isn’t between you and your 
only escape route before attempting to put out 

any fire. Even small fires can quickly grow 
and get away from you.

Getting you and your family safely out of 

the house when there’s a fire should always 
be your first priority. Once you’re out of 
the house, immediately dial 911. The fire 
department is equipped to tackle any size 
fire and its firefighters are trained to safely 
extinguish the flames.

•Continued from Page 1

Holidays

M
iami’s Keaton Jinks was 
named the cornerback of 

the year in District 4A-3.
The Wardogs’ Jonah Redden was 

honored as a special recognition 

athlete by coaches in the district.

Offensive linemen Keegan Kamumo 
and Jacob Beebe were named to the 
all-district team.

Cord Dobrinski of Bristow was 
named the most valuable player in 

the district while Gabe Martinez of 
Cleveland was the offensive MVP and 
Fred Watson of Wagoner and Kade 
Sharp of Grove shared defensive MVP 
honor.

Fute Yang of Catoosa was special 
teams MVP.

Other top players included 

quarterback Sutton Titsworth of 
Bristow, running back Aidan Trimble 
of Oologah, H-back Jaydon Hill of 
Grove, wide receiver Colyn Treat 
of Catoosa, center Gabe Grazier 
of Oologah, guard Nate Easky of 
Skiatook, tackle Danny Rome of 

Catoosa, safety Logan Sterling 
of Wagoner, inside linebackers 
Angus Ponder of Bristow and Gabe 
Goodnight of Wagoner, outside 

linebacker Grant Wakeland of Grove, 
defensive tackle Ben Johnston of 

Grove, defensive end Alex Winter of 
Bristow, and 

kicker Nicholas Allsup of Grove.
In addition to Kamumo and Beebe, 

other all-district honorees included
Grove — Wide receivers Matt Bush 

and Jace McPhetridge
Wagoner — Offensive linemen 

Jamaal Riggs and Nikko Jones and 
cornerbacks Marquez Barnett and Jack 
Southern

Bristow — Cache Henson and 
offensive lineman Zak Hall

Catoosa — Tight end Brock 
Ferguson, quarterback Cason Teutsch, 
cornerback Kam Neighbors and 
linebacker Ivan Hankins

Oologah — Outside linebacker 

Patrick Miller and defensive lineman 
Brody Sappington

Skiatook — Offensive lineman 
Forrest Johnson and wide receiver 
Ethan Porter

Cleveland — Running back Kaden 
Ready, quarterback Shaun Hamilton, 

kicker Hunter Sizemore and defensive 
lineman Wesley Stokes

Dogs made All-District
Tuesday, 11.30

Basketball — Jay at 
Miami, Quapaw at Afton, 

Mingo Valley at Commerce, 
Fairland at Ketchum

Wednesday, Dec. 1

Basketball — Miami 

at Grove (6 G/B), Afton 

at Commerce (6 G/B), 
Quapaw at Welch (6 G/B)

Thursday, Dec. 2

Basketball — Miami at 

Oologah (7-8-9), Fairland at 
Commerce (7 G/B, 8 G/B), 
Quapaw at Wyandotte (6-7-
8 G/B)

Friday, 12.3

Basketball — Oologah 

at Miami, Afton at Welch, 
Commerce at Wyandotte, 
Fairland at Quapaw, 

Fairland at Quapaw (8 G/B)
Saturday, 12.4

Wrestling — NEO at 
Drury Open, Springfield, 
Mo.; Miami at Pryor 
tournament (7-8-9)

Monday, 12.6

Basketball — Bethany JV 
at NEO women, Fairland 
at Nowata tournament, 
Wyandotte at Adair 

tournament

Tuesday, 12.7

Basketball — Evangel 
at NEO women, Afton at 
Caney Valley, Commerce 
at Gravette, Ark., Fairland 

at Nowata tournament, 
Wyandotte at Adair 
tournament, Quapaw at 

Baxter Springs

Wrestling — Miami at 
Carthage tri (with Cassville)

Wednesday, 12.8

Basketball — Commerce 
at Welch (6 G/B, 8 G/B), 
Afton at Fairland (6 G/B)

What’s on tap


