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I
t’s not too late to join the holiday 

fun! The Twin Bridges Park of 

Lights still has a few spots open for 

holiday displays, but you only have until 

Friday, Nov. 12 to sign up. 

You or your business, church, civic 

organization or social group can snag one 

of these coveted spots to decorate with 

your special holiday message for the 2021 

season.

Twin Bridges State Park and the Twin 

Bridges Park Partners host the annual 

Park of Lights, which is one of the largest 

Christmas-themed displays of twinkling 

lights in the area. 

The park is literally transformed each 

evening into a sparkling extravaganza 

of holiday magic that visitors can drive 

through and vote for their favorite 

displays.

“Voting will be available at the exit on 

Wednesdays through Sundays, so be sure 

to look for the name or number of your 

favorite display,” said Twin Bridges Park 

Partners president Melissa Davis.

More than 50,000 visitors make the 

trek to see the stunning displays each 

year. That’s a lot of people viewing your 

exhibit, which is great advertising. Plus, 

you have the opportunity to give back 

to the community by helping create a 

wonderful holiday memory for everyone 

in the four-state area.

Park of Lights participants must have 

their displays completely set up and ready 

to glow by Tuesday, Nov. 23. 

For those of you who’ve already signed 

up for a spot, look for your number on a 

red or green sign to find your display area. 
You can start decorating your area right 

away.

All outlets are switched over to a 

main breaker for a light check before 

Thanksgiving night, which is when the 

drive-thru Christmas display officially 
opens. Park of Lights will be open nightly 

from Thursday, Nov. 25 through Thursday, 

Dec. 30 from 6 to 9 p.m. 

There’s no fee to drive through but 

donations are always welcome.

Contact Davis at 918-964-0466 to see 

if any spots are left, so you can help 

brighten the night with the magic of 

Christmas. 

For the latest information on the Park 

of Lights visit the Twin Bridges Park 

Partners Facebook page at www.facebook.

com/twinbridgesparkpartners2.

Limited spots left for Park of Lights displays

Wyandotte students get goodies 
during Red Ribbon Week
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PB & Jelly Drive 
is underway at 

MPS 
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M
iami Public Schools (MPS) 

is partnering with the local 

community this fall to provide 

easy and nutritious meals for families 

needing a little extra help when students 

aren’t in school. 

The Peanut Butter & Jelly Drive kicked 

off Nov. 1 and continues through the 19th. 
Whitney McGhee, who is overseeing the 

project at MPS, said, “We have students 

from our school sites that go home with 

extra snacks on the weekends, some 

schools call them backpack or weekend 

snacks. We have kids from every school 

that have a permission slip to receive extra 

snacks for the weekend, which is great. A 

lot of that is Nutrigrain bars and low-prep 

things like Ramen and macaroni. 

“Whenever we are on school breaks, 

several local churches help out and the kids 

will go home with even more than they 

normally do. Sometimes families just need 

a little help.” 

This year, MPS wanted to provide 

something that would be more like a meal, 

but easy to prepare no matter what ages 

the kids are so they decided to stick with 

peanut butter and jelly this time. For these 

meals you don’t need a microwave or an 

oven…it’s low prep and safe. 

“I’ve taken every school’s list and created 
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U
nder the ongoing leadership of 

Toye Harris, the Miami High 

School Wardog Band is having one 

of its most successful seasons ever. While 

marching band is winding down, concert 

band is just gearing up, but sometimes band 

members rock both styles in the same day.

The MHS band marched its last show for 

the season Friday, Nov. 5, during the football 

game against Grove. Friday night was also 

band night, so the Miami Junior High band 

performed a piece with the MHS band during 

halftime.

Although marching band is over, the 

same band members switch over to concert 

band and there’s no rest for these talented 

troubadours. 

Their first concert band performance is a 
Veterans Day performance on Thursday, Nov. 

11, at the high school gym. Later that same 

day, they’ll suit up in their marching band 

gear to play in the Veterans Day parade. 

This annual event will be held downtown 

beginning at 5 p.m.

While this sounds like a really busy day, 

Harris said this is par for the course. The 

band is used to being busy. In just three 

short weeks, they put on their Christmas 

performance.

“We’re very busy,” said Harris. “People 

think that after marching season we’re 

finished for the year, unless they know what 
we do. There’s really no ‘off’ season for 

band.”

This is Harris’ 25th year with Miami 

Public Schools. 

She spent the first 16 years leading the 
junior high band and assisting at the high 

school.

“Our program is set up for team teaching,” 

Harris explained. “So, I’ve always had a 

hand in the high school band and the things 

they were doing.”

She took over as the director of bands at 

MHS about nine years ago.

Despite having a relatively young band 

this year, Harris said this has had one of their 

most successful marching seasons so far. Out 

EVENT

NEWS

The Miami High School Wardog Band plays the National Anthem prior to Friday night’s football game with 

Grove at Red Robertson Field.

C
hapter DR, P.E.O. held a 

hybrid meeting on Oct. 

12 at the home of Glenda 

Morrow with a total of 15 members 

attending. President Kathy Wright 

presided at the meeting. The chaplain 

read the scripture. The secretary read 

the Sept. 14 minutes which were 

approved. The treasurer called the 

roll and read her report which was 

approved. 

The membership committee 

presented goals in regards to 

reaching out to inactive members. 

The social committee invited 

members to a Pumpkin Fest on Oct. 

26 to be held at the First Presbyterian 

Church. Bring your own pumpkin 

and treats to share. Paints, ribbons 

and prizes will be provided.

Anne Pendergraft and Kathy 

Chapter DR, 
P.E.O. next 

meeting is Nov. 9

Here’s one of the displays from a past Twin Bridges Park of Lights.

A table shows some of the good-

ies that were available for stu-

dent’s during Wyandotte’s Red 

Ribbon Week observance.

The Disabled American Veterans 

Chapter 50 recognized Michael 

Bunch, a senior at Miami High 

School, as its November Student 

of the Month at its monthly meet-

ing on Thursday, Nov. 4. DAV 

Commander Phillip Cohen made 

the presentation, which included 

a framed certificate and monetary 
prize. “We’re glad to be able to do 

this for the students,” said Cohen. 

Bunch is president of the National 

Honor Society and plays trumpet 

in the Wardog band. After grad-

uation, he said he’s considering 

pursuing engineering at Oklahoma 

State University.

Moira K. McGhee
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H
olly Hilliard with the Wyandotte 

Nation set up a booth in the 

commons area inside the 

Wyandotte Middle School/High School for 

Red Ribbon Week on Oct. 29. 

Students had access to a wide array 

of free goodies, including granola bars 

and other snacks, reusable water bottles, 

Gatorade in various flavors, earbuds and 
drug awareness t-shirts. 

Since it was the Friday before 

Halloween, there was also lots of candy.

Wyandotte Elementary students dressed 

up in their costumes to celebrate both 

Halloween and the “Drugs Don’t Scare 

Me” theme for Red Ribbon Week while 

Wyandotte’s middle and high school 

students wore neon for their theme, “My 

Drug-Free Future Is Bright.”

Hilliard was set up all morning until 

lunch time. She also had pamphlets with 

information about the dangers of drugs. 

These pamphlets were available to any 

student who wanted to take one.

Red Ribbon Week is an annual event that 

runs from Oct. 23 through 31 to promote 

drug awareness among students of all ages. 

Since its inception in 1988, it’s become 

the nation’s largest drug-use prevention 

program. 

To learn more about Red Ribbon 

Week and the various ways schools can 

participate, visit www.redribbon.org.

MHS Wardog Band haves a very successful season

•Please see Meeting,
Page 3



 

Across

1) Battle memento

5) They may be fine-toothed
10) Provide provender for
14) Ear part
15) Reproductive organ
16) Turnpike toll unit
17) Type of code
18) Plastic wrap brand
19) Start of a south-of-theborder
cheer

20) Water x 3

23) Yard or garage events
24) Media component
25) Evolution, for one
28) Anonymous people
30) Ethiopian coin
31) Robin Hood’s Tuck
33) _ out a living (scrape by)
36) Water x 3Down

40) Stock holder
41) Temperamental
42) In midvoyage
43) Used a bell
44) “Animal Farm” author
46) Map within a map
49) Single piece of information
51) Water x 3

57) Limerick’s land
58) Kayak’s relative
59) Put down for the count
60) Three oceans touch it
61) Love, in Lourdes
62) Corp. bigwig
63) Pork, for one
64) Studious stereotypes
65) Game based on world
conquest

Down

1) Rib order
2) Seed site, sometimes
3) Emulating a sleepyhead
4) Suck up again
5) Expensive
6) Irregularly round
7) Crumbly earth deposits

8) Dundee hill
9) Lip-_ (mouth the words)
10) Party handouts
11) Fate of a certain shah
12) Keebler’s crew
13) Darlings
21) Lifeboat item
22) Puccini genre
25) Cookbook amt.

26) Long walk
27) Ireland nickname
28) Like auto shop floors
29) Slap cuffs on
31) Former prince?
32) Obviously chafed
33) Last word in a threat
34) Stabilizing part
35) List-lengthening abbr.
37) Fine fiddle
38) He played Opie
39) Congressman, for one
43) Do again
44) Alternatives

45) Bitterly regret
46) Certain construction girder
47) “Let’s make some _!”
48) Neighbor of Israel
49) Fund contributor
50) Not silently

52) Observatory function
53) Hardly heart-pounding
54) Prepare to take off
55) Watchful pair
56) Plymouth landmark
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  Sudoku uses pure logic 
and requires no math 
to solve. It is a number-
placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several 
given numbers. 
   The object is to place 
the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the empty squares so 
that each row, each 
column and each 3x3 
box contains the same 
number only once. 

Answers to Friday’s crossword

Friday’s Sudoku

of nearly 60 band members, only 10 are 

seniors. The group is very heavily made up of 

freshmen and sophomores. Plus, the group is 

small compared to previous years. She said this 

was partially due to COVID and because last 

year’s senior class was huge and the incoming 

freshman class wasn’t as big.

“It’s hard to compare to last year though, 

because last year was the COVID year,” said 

Harris. “But I will say that last year’s group, we 

actually won Sweepstakes, which is like the state 

championship in band. I think this band is well 

on its way to earning that as well. It’s not easy 

to do.”

She explained that the OSSAA Sweepstakes 

Contest is a combination of the band’s efforts 
throughout the year. First, they must earn a 

superior rating in marching band, which they’ve 

already done. 

When they go to the state concert band 

contest, they must earn a superior rating in 

concert band and also in the sight-reading 

competitions.

Harris said it can all be very subjective 

because it’s all based on three judges’ opinions 

on the pieces the band plays and as to whether 

they like them overall.

“It’s not easy to acquire, but I feel like this 

band is very strong. It’s a very young group, but 

it’s a very teachable group. They’re a ton of fun. 

We have a good time. They’re very tight socially 

with each other, which is always a good thing. 

The band family is a real deal. That’s for sure 

proving its case yet again.”

During this marching season, the Wardog 

Band has brought home numerous honors.

The band received first place in drum major, 

third place in percussion, third in color guard, 

second in class and third overall at the Stallion 

Battalion in Oologah, out of 25 bands.

At the Bixby Tournament of Bands, the band 

placed second in Class 4A and earned a top-six 

placement going into finals. It finished seventh 
overall among 26 bands, which was the highest 

they’d ever placed at this competition. 

Harris said this is by far their most difficult 
marching contest of the season.

The following Saturday, they participated 

in the Beggs Tournament of Bands and earned 

second in class and second overall in preliminary 

competition and finished with a third place. 
The week after fall break, the Wardog Band 

competed at the OSSAA Regional Marching 

Contest and received superior ratings. 

The band concluded its marching season at the 

Neewollah Marching Festival in Independence, 

Kansas. Band members competed in both parade 

and field competitions, earning a Superior Plus 
parade rating and a Superior field marching 
rating. They also earned Best in Class and 

finished in third place overall out of 28 bands.
On Saturday, Nov. 6, several Wardog Band 

members participated in the Eastern District 

Band Directors Association Honor Band tryouts. 

Several participants earned a spot in the bands 

and will participate in the Honor Band Clinic 

in January. All high school band members who 

earned a spot will continue to the second-round 

all-state auditions.

The band has a district qualifier in March, 
then it’s on to the state championship.

“We are what we are because of our 

community,” said Harris. “We can’t do what 

we do without the support we get from our 

wonderful community as well as the Miami 

Public Schools and the administration. We’re 

very fortunate and very blessed to have what we 

have and be able to do what we do.”

Anthony Rosado and Justus Barley are the 

drum majors.

Band members include: 

Color Guard — Katelin Barnett, Jaeydn 

Corbin, Savannah Ferguson, Jacie Johnston and 

Natalie Parker

Percussion — Chloe Blunk, Cami Edens, 

Devon Fleming, David Gallardo, Nick 

Hernandez, Tim Mahan, Madison Million, 

Paetyn Morgan, Makynzie Roche, Olivia Smith, 

Destiny Stiles and Jerah White

Trombone — Charles Anderson, Tyler Coach, 

Jeremiah French, Keegan Kamumo, Kevin 

Ramirez and Rosado 

Trumpet — Corbin Anderson, Michael 

Bunch, Kenorian Chura, Madison Cummings 

and Maggie Smith

Clarinet — Barley, Johnny Dingle, Star 

Garfield, Juan Gonzalez, Paige Harrison, Gabbie 
Jaime, Mercedes Million, Dakota Presertsukhon, 

Aislyn Stephens, Lindy Stevenson, Hailey West

French Horn/Mellophone — Damen 

Dillingham, Cadence Frazier, Keegan Lane and 

Casey Reilly

Tuba — Adrian French, Christianna Hall, 

Sebastian Horn (keyboard), DJ Kindell and 

Hunter West

Flute — Ada Johnson, Tiara Namelo, 

Annamaria Rhode, Cadence Russell and Seryma 

Wells

Alto Sax — Alex Wellman and Kaden Whited

Electric Bass/Baritone — Jonah Ray

The Miami Junior High band joined their MHS counterparts for part of 
Friday night’s homecoming performance.

•Continued from Page 1
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