
FACE TIME
Actor-comedian Kevin Hart is always ready 
to crack you up, but he’s serious about his 
discerning watch collecting. Just three ex-
amples from his impressive vault of luxury 
timepieces prove the point:

The actor has 
quite a few styles 
of the Rolex Day-
Date, which he 
shows off all over 
Instagram.

YOU CAN’T BUY GOOD TIMES, BUT AFTER EACH 
PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS THIS ACTOR-COMEDIAN 
BUYS THE NEXT BEST THING: A LUXURY TIMEPIECE.
They’ll tell you size doesn’t matter, but watch them 
smile as they say it. The illustrious acting and stand-
up comedy career of 41-year-old Kevin Hart has 
taken him to great heights, but ceilings are safe—the 
man still stands just five-foot-four. And of course 
it does matter; he has made comedy hay out of be-
ing short since long before his 2006 debut comedy 
album, I’m a Grown Little Man. And as his wallet 
has grown over the years of success, he’s been able to 
indulge a passion that he confesses “had always been 
there”—for luxury watches.

 True enough, most kids growing up in a rough 
Philly neighborhood with a single mom and an ab-
sent dad battling drug addiction don’t end up own-
ing a slew of shimmering, world-renowned time-
pieces. But a sense of humor can beget a sense of the 
possible, and that was apparently known by Hart. 
(Also, don’t jump to conclusions here: Hart’s late 
mom was not a bone-weary domestic but a systems 
analyst in the Office of Student Registration and Fi-
nancial Services at the University of Pennsylvania.)

The comedian put his childhood woe through 
the meat grinder of stand-up, but audiences didn’t 
always gobble it up. He was booed off the stage sev-
eral times, and one night he had a piece of chicken 
thrown at him. But he started winning comedy com-
petitions, and he got his big break in 2000 after Judd 
Apatow cast him in the college comedy Undeclared. 
That role led to hosting gigs, stand-up specials, com-
edy tours and top billing in big-budget franchises 
like the 2012 movie Think Like a Man. And Hart 
began marking each big career achievement by treat-
ing himself to a new watch.

His first serious mechanical watch purchase was a 
Rolex Submariner, followed by a stainless-steel Rolex 
Daytona—his favorite piece to date because “it’s such a 
hard watch to get,” as he told Haute Times. “After that 
I became a Daytona-head. I probably went through 
all of them.” And he’s probably not exaggerating, as 
the comic has an Everose Daytona and a 50th an-

niversary Cosmograph Daytona in platinum. Among 
his dozen Rolexes are a very uncommon Day-Date II 
18K yellow-gold with baguette diamonds and a ruby 
dial, plus of course the classic yellow-gold President 
Day-Date, which Hart pairs most often with jeans and 
a tee. The funnyman even wore his own personal Rolex 
Sea-Dweller in the 2015 comedy Wedding Ringer, as it 
fit his CEO character’s persona (and no, it wasn’t part 
of the script).

“I think you can tell a lot about the man by the 
watch that he wears,” Hart has said. “Seeing the va-
riety of watches and the different levels of how crazy 
this game can get is mind-blowing. It makes you 
respect the whole craftsmanship of a watch.” To this 
creative dude, horology is another art, like fashion or 
music. “That’s what I love.”

But you didn’t think Hart’s collection stopped 
there, did you? Rounding out his vault are three 
other cornerstone brands—Patek Philippe, Aude-
mars Piguet and Richard Mille—in an exclusive 
collection in which pieces start at about $85K. 
Collectors ogle those beauties, sure, along with his 
Nautilus Moonphase and Nautilus Travel Time 
chronographs by Patek and his Platinum Tourbillion 
Chronograph and limited edition Extra-Thin Royal 
Oak by Audemars. Yup, the guy can dress the wrist 
from a very long list.

To celebrate turning the big 4-0 last year, Hart 
bought himself the Patek Philippe Perpetual Calendar 
Split Seconds Chronograph set in platinum on a black 
leather strap. It’s reportedly worth $300K. (Hart’s net 
worth has been estimated at $200 million.)

Still, for this dad of four, collecting isn’t only 
about spending money and showing it off, but also 
about choosing investment pieces that will tell a 
story about his legacy. “When it’s all said and done, 
my kids will have my watches that they can attach 
to various projects that I’ve done,” Hart once told an 
interviewer. “You can have various pieces of luxury, 
but nothing happens without the hard work first.”

Kevin Hart awards himself a 
statement-making luxury watch 
with every big career achievement, 
so the comedian and actor has 
quite a number by now. “Your 
passion for it grows as your 
financial situation grows,” the 
41-year-old has said of this hobby. 
Here he sports a yellow gold Rolex 
Daytona to promote his 2019 
comedy tour, Irresponsible. 
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hart’s desire

“The effort 
watchmakers 
put into making 
something 
unique,” Hart 
says, “that’s 
what I love.” The 
craftsmanship 
shows in this 
Patek Philippe 
Nautilus 
Chronograph.

Self-proclaimed 
“Daytona-head” 
Hart has the 
classic Rolex 
timepiece in 
stainless steel, 
Everose pink 
gold, platinum 
and this yellow-
gold model.


